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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 1st November, 2010 at 7.00pm

In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell



Councillors:  
K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. B. Woods, Head of Finance






Ms. R. McAuley, Financial Management Accountant






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer






Ms. M. Whearty, Administrative Officer






Ms. B. O’Reilly,  Administrative Officer

157/10
Presentation by Drogheda Tidy Towns Committee.

Ms. Marie Eagleton, Chairperson and Mr. Turlough McKevitt Committee Member of the Drogheda Tidy Towns Committee gave the attached presentation to the Council.   The Mayor and Members of the Council thanked them for the presentation and complimented the Committee on their achievements to date.

158/10

Confirmation of Minutes. 

On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4th October, 2010, were adopted.

159/10
Matters arising from Minutes.
Councillor G. Nash referred to minute no. 145/10 in relation to report on lands suitable for municipal playing fields and enquired the up to date position in relation to the draft vision for playing pitches.   Following a discussion Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, indicated there had been no major progress on the matter, but when progress is made the matter will be brought before the Council.

Councillor D. Wilton enquired if a response had been issued in relation to an email from Boyne Rovers in relation to a land swap.   Mr. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that correspondence had been received.  

Councillor D. Wilton referred to minute no.152/10 in relation to speeding on the Chord Road and enquired if a speed survey had been carried out.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that there will be an update available for the next Meeting of the Council.

160/10

.

Memorandum of Understanding between Newry & Moure District Council & Louth Local Authorities.

The attached draft of a Memorandum of Understanding between Newry and Mourne District Council and the Louth Local Authorities was circulated and approved by the Council.

161/10
Condolences 

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Dermot Kierans, Trinity Gardens, Drogheda.

The family of the late Kay Gallagher, Yellowbatter, Drogheda.

The family of the late Joe Hand, Newfield, Drogheda.

The family of the late Tommy King, Ballsgrove, Drogheda.

The family of the late Sarah Bellew, wife of Councillor Martin Bellew, Louth County Council and Dundalk Town Council

The family of the late Anne McGahey, Yellowbatter, Mother of John McGahey, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

162/10
Report on Annual Financial Statement 
The report on the Annual Financial Statement was approved.

163/10
Sale of Fee Simple Interest on premises 33 Mary Street, Drogheda to John Reid and Brendan Reid (Section 183 Notice circulated on 6th October, 2010).

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor K. Callan approval was given to the disposal of the fee simple interest in property at 33 Mary Street, Drogheda, to John Reid and 
Brendan Reid for the sum of  €350 plus costs and expenses.

164/10
Disposal of lands at Marleys Lane, Drogheda to Respond Housing Association (Section183 Notice circulated on 18th October, 2010.
On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor K. Callan approval was given to the disposal of 2.61 Hectares (6.45 acres) of land at Marleys Lane, Drogheda, to Respond Housing Association for the sum of €6,350 plus costs and expenses.
165/10
Approval to advance loan of €113,174 to North & East Housing Association for the provision of accommodation at N. 1 Coolagh Well, Beamore Road, Drogheda, under the Capital Assistance Scheme

On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor K. Callan approval was given to advance loan of €113,174 to North & East Housing Association for the provision of accommodation at No. 1 Coolagh Well, Beamore Road, Drogheda.

166/10

Approval to advance loan of up to  €146,999 to North and East Housing Association for the provision of accommodation at No. 12 Martello Grove, Bryanstown, Drogheda, under the Capital Assistance Scheme.

Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, advised the Meeting that this matter had been removed from the Agenda.

167/10

Approval to advance a loan of up to €1,799,658 to HELM Housing Association, for the provision of 12 units of accommodation at Linen Court, Greenhills, Drogheda, Co. Louth under the Capital Assistance Scheme.

On the proposal of Councillor K.O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane approval was given to advance a loan of up to €1,799,68 to HELM Housing Association for the provision of 12 units of accommodation at Linen Court, Greenhills, Drogheda, under the Capital Assistance Scheme.
168/10
To receive deputation from BITE at the December Council Meeting.
The Members agreed to receive a deputation from BITE at the December Council Meeting.
169/10

Forthcoming Conferences.

Approval was given for the attendance of Councillor Michael O’Dowd at Local Government Training Seminar “Council Budgets 2011” in the Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal - 19th - 21st November, 2010.

170/10

Monthly Progress Report.
Councillor G. Nash queried the completion date for the construction of Boice Court, The Mell, Drogheda.    Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, advised the meeting that the expected completion date is March, 2012. 

Councillor M. O’Dowd enquired about funding for the Youth Café.   Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, indicated that there had been no response in relation to funding.

Councillor F. Maher raised the issue of some streets being left with no street lighting during the week.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that there had been a problem but repairs had been carried out as quickly as possible.  He also advised the Council that there is ongoing monitoring of street lighting.

Councillor F. Maher referred to a report which had appeared in a national paper in relation to the   quality of water from Staleen.    Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that Staleen came under the remit of  Louth County Council, but there were no issues at the plant.

The Council acknowledged the work carried out by the Council Staff, Fire Service and the Gardai in relation to bonfires on Halloween.

171/10
Notice of Motion –  Councillor R. Culhane
That the serious flooding of the Road at Melrose Avenue, Stameen, which has pertained there for the past 6 or 7 years be addressed by this Council.   The road and footpath is continually flooded at times of average rainfall, making it impassable on foot and indeed at times by car.   A number of houses would be at risk of flooding if the rainfall reaches above average levels.

Reply: The Borough Council have arranged to carry out an inspection of the area in Melrose Avenue to determine the extent of the problem and will revert with a report to the Council for the next meeting. In the interim the Borough Council will clean out the road gullies in the vicinity of the area in question to assist in the surface water drainage in that area.
The motion was noted by the Members.

172/10
Notice of Motion –  Councillor F. Gallagher

The Elected Members call for the installation of speed bumps (ramps) on the Flaxmill Lane at and near the BFN Stores which is located at the entrance to the Ballypark, Forest Park and Newfield residential estates.

Reply: The Council will carry out the necessary traffic survey at this location to determine if traffic calming measures are warranted. Should a warrant exist an appropriate solution will be designed and costs obtained for the works. The scheme can then be considered for inclusion in next years road works programme

The motion was noted by the Members.

173/10
Notice of Motion –  Councillor K. Callan

That this Council give a detailed update on efforts being made to progress Phase Two of works required on the Tholsel Building. Following on from the recent success of the opening of the Tourist Office at ground floor level, that the Council make every effort to bring forward the required plan to the elected members as soon as possible to allow for the remaining works to be completed.
Reply: The Borough Council is currently carrying out an estimate of costs for refurbishment works on  Phase 2 of the Tholsel Building.  The costs will be considered in the preparation of the Capital Works Programme for 2011 – 2013

Following a discussion Mr. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the Council that a report on proposals for Phase 2 would be brought before the Council.
174/10
Notice of Motion –  Councillor The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell

That this Council install traffic lights and pedestrian crossing at the junction of Rathmullan Road and Marley’s Lane.

Reply: The Borough Council has made a submission to the Department for funding in 2011 in respect of low cost safety improvement works at this junction to construct a mini roundabout incorporating uncontrolled pedestrian crossings. 

The motion was noted by the Members.

175/10
Notice of Motion –  Councillor M. O’Dowd.

That Drogheda Borough Council engages with relevant organisations and bodies to ensure that the Tholsel will open at weekends particularly during the tourist High Season.

Reply:  The opening of the Tourist Office is a matter for Millmount Community Development Services and the Drogheda on the Boyne Tourism.  The Council will discuss the option of weekend openings with the Tourist Office

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that it was proposed to open the Tholsel on Saturdays up to Christmas in conjunction with the Old Drogheda Society.   She also informed the Council that prior to the opening of the Tholsel it was the intention to have the tourist office open on Saturdays from April.

176/10
Notice of Motion –  Councillor K. O’Heiligh.
The NRA has adopted a Toll scheme agreement which provides a three hours re-entry. The signage to make motorist aware of this measly concession in many cases is missing or placed directly in the cash point booths behind a smoked glass panel. This is having a negative impact on our Towns business and many motorists are paying a second toll payment demand.  I am seeking the support of my fellow Councillors in demanding an end to such a practice.

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.

Following a discussion it was agreed that a letter be sent to the Minister for Transport requesting him to instruct the NRA to meet with the Council.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh proposed that a deputation from the Council meet with the NRA..  The Mayor undertook to make the request.

177/10

On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor F. Maher it was agreed that the following notices of motion be taken together

Notice of Motion –  Councillor F. Maher
Could the Council update the members on the progress of the proposal to develop an Enterprise Centre at Newtown, Termonfeckin Road'
Reply:  An update on the Drogheda Enterprise Centre will be given at the meeting
Notice of Motion –  Councillor G. Nash
In light of the high rates of unemployment in the Drogheda area, this Council, in partnership with Drogheda Enterprise Centre Limited and other relevant agencies and stakeholders, is requested to redouble its efforts to ensure that a new centre or campus facility for the support, development and clustering of new businesses is advanced as a matter of urgency.

Reply: An update on the Drogheda Enterprise Centre will be given at the meeting.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, informed the Meeting that a Programme Manager had been appointed.   It is hoped that the project will be going to tender in the coming months.   Councillor G. Nash requested that a regular update be given to the Council.

178/10

Notice of Motion –  Councillor I. Munster

Calling on this Council to include the provision of a roundabout at the busy junction at Beechgrove in the road works programme for 2011. The provision of such would help alleviate the traffic congestion and tailbacks which motorists have to endure on a daily basis.
Reply: The Borough Council has made a submission to the Department for funding in respect of works at this junction under the Specific Improvement Works on Regional &Local Roads 2011 programme. The proposed works include the construction of a roundabout.. This scheme will be considered for inclusion in the 2011 road works programme. However the inclusion of this scheme in the road works programme is contingent on funding being made available.

The motion was noted by the Members .

179/10
Any other business

On the proposed of Councillor R. Culhane the Council agreed that a letter of congratulations should be sent to Paddy Keenan, on being awarded a GAA Allstar.

Councillor K. Callan requested a report on the progress on the proposed development of the offices in Fair Street.    The County Manager indicated that the matter is with the Department.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.

                                                                 ________________________________

                                                                                    MAYOR

Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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