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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 1st March, 2010 at 7.00pm
In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd


Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, Co. Manager,






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk,






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer,






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,

30/10
Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 1st February, 2010 at 7.00pm were adopted.   
31/10
Matters arising from Minutes.

Minute No. 18/10 – The Members requested an update on the position with regards to the proposed allotments.   Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk outlined that the Borough Council had met with the residents of the area and that the Borough Council were currently examining a second site at that location for its suitability.
Minute No. 21/10 – The County Manager outlined that the Section 183 Notice which was approved by the Members at the September Council Meeting is the Section 183 Notice which is in place at the moment.   The Co. Manager further outlined that Drogheda Borough Council would be in correspondence with the Girl Guides with regards to any future proposal.
32/10
Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Mrs Emmie Martin, Waterunder, Drogheda.
The family of the late Mr. Tony Rooney, Cooperhill, Co. Meath
The family of the late Ms. Rebecca O’Brien, Rowan Heights, Marley’s Lane, Drogheda.
The family of the late Mrs Sheila Conaghy, Mark’s Terrace, Scarlet Street, Drogheda.
The family of the late Mrs. Annie Kearns, Cloonfeightrin, Doocastle, Ballymote, Sligo (mother of Betty Quinn, Millmount).
33/10
 Development Contribution Scheme 2010 – 2014.

A report on the Development Levy Contribution Scheme 2010 – 2014 was given by Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk.   It was outlined that the Borough Council had given a reduction in Commercial Rates, Water Rates and the proposed Development Contribution Scheme had a reduction in levies.   Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager outlined that the levies are a legal requirement and must be made and the Borough Council were always available to discuss a payment plan.   The Development Contribution Scheme 2010 – 2014 was proposed by The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor G Nash, with an addition that a 75% reduction would be added for Over the Shop Developments.   
34/10
 Taking in Charge – Mount Auburn and Mount Auburn Close, Dublin Road, Drogheda.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, the Members agreed to put the process in place to take in charge Mount Auburn and Mount Auburn Close, Dublin Road, Drogheda.
35/10
Disposal of Fee Simple in premises at 29 Ship Street, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 27th January, 2010)
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members agreed to dispose of the Fee Simple Interest in premises at 29 Ship Street, Drogheda to Mr. Michael Cunningham for the sum of €381.00 plus costs and expenses.
36/10
Naming of new link road between Termonfeckin Road and Greenhills Road.

The Borough Council outlined that a proposal had come in from Our Lady’s College, Greenhills, with regard to the naming of the new link road between Termonfeckin Road and Greenhills Road.   Our Lady’s College had recommended naming the road “Nagle-Rice Road”.    The Members requested clarification regarding the Placenames Committee.   The Borough Council outlined that the Placenames Committee was in place for the naming of housing estates and the Members requested that the Protocol Committee would meet with regards to developing a procedure for naming streets and roads within the Borough Council.   The Members requested that the naming of the link road should go out for public consultation.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer updated the Members on the naming of Mell Housing Scheme.   The Placenames Committee had met and agreed the name of “Boice Court” for the new 50 Housing Development at Mell, Drogheda.

37/10
 Capital Assistance Scheme – to seek approval to advance a loan of €215,647 to Drogheda Homeless Aid Association for the provision of accommodation at 9 Strand Cottages, North Strand, Drogheda.

On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor K. Callan the Members agreed to advance a loan of €215,647 to Drogheda Homeless Aid Association for the provision of accommodation at 9 Strand Cottages, North Strand, Drogheda.

38/10

Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme – to seek approval to draw down funds of €86,763 from the Housing Finance Agency and to advance a loan to Cluid Housing Association for the completion of 34 units at Hawthorn, Moneymore, Drogheda.

On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh the Members approved the drawing down of funds of €86,763 from the Housing Finance Agency and to advance a loan of €86,763 to Cluid Housing Association for the completion of 34 units at Hawthorn, Moneymore, Drogheda.
39/10

Report from the Housing Strategic Policy Committee of Louth County Council held on 18th January, 2010 for noting.

The Members noted the report.

40/10

Introduction of Pay Parking to Stockwell Street, Sunday’s Gate and Dublin Road.

A map and report was circulated to the Members and a report on the proposed introduction of Pay Parking to Stockwell Street, Sunday’s Gate and Dublin Road was given by Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer.   The Borough Engineer outlined that the proposals to extend the Pay Parking Scheme into parts of Stockwell Street, Sunday’s Gate and Dublin Road is an amendment to the current Bye-Laws and recommended that the proposed Parking Control (Pay Parking) Amendments 2010 be advertised for public consultation.   It was outlined that a report on the public advertisement would be coming back to the Members for their consideration.   The following issues were raised by the Members:
· Stockwell St – Set Down Area/Loading Bay

· Dublin Road – Short Term Pay Parking positions to be possibly created for ease of access for customers to the commercial properties trading at that location

· Future changes to the proposed new Pay and Display

· Yellow Box at Sunday’s Gate

· Hackneys in Stockwell Street

The issues raised by the Members were addressed by the Borough Council and the following were outlined:

· Designated/Set Down Area cannot be given to provide for a Hackney Service on Stockwell Street.
· The Borough Council will have regard to any submissions made and future changes can be made to the Bye-Laws.

· The Borough Council outlined that the fee for parking on the Dublin Road would be €2 per day.

· Pay Parking ending at 6pm.   

· Very clear details were given on the description for Loading Bays.

· There is no provision for set down areas within Pay Parking and this is part of National Legislation.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher that the Pay and Display go on public display.

On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor F. Gallagher that a Loading Bay be provided in Stockwell Street prior to the Draft Pay Parking Scheme going on public display.

A vote was taken as follows: 

In favour of putting proposed introduction of Pay Parking in Stockwell Street, Sunday’s Gate and Dublin Road on public display:

Councillors:
P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



G. Nash, M. O’Dowd and D. Wilton
= 10.

In favour of providing a Loading Bay in Stockwell Street prior to the Draft Pay Parking Scheme going on public display:

Councillors:
F. Gallagher, K. O’Heiligh = 2.
It was agreed by the Members that the proposed introduction of Pay Parking to Stockwell Street, Sunday’s Gate and Dublin Road would go on public display
41/10

Circular LG 2/2010 – Local Government Act 2001 (Section 142) Regulations 2010 for noting.

The Circular LG 2/2010 – Local Government Act 2001 (Section 142) Regulations 2010 was noted by the Members.

42/10

To note date for April Meeting.

It was agreed that the Council Meeting for the Month of April would take place on Monday 12th April, 2010.
43/10
Monthly Progress Reports

The Monthly Progress Reports were noted by the Members.

44/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan

That Drogheda Borough Council examine the means by which the council, whilst working in cooperation with the business community, can attract new businesses to Drogheda and assist in retention of existing businesses in Drogheda.

That Drogheda Borough Council examine the following methods to allow for this to occur;

1. The introduction of a start up business rate rebate scheme. Such a scheme after the rate reduction at the annual budget will allow new businesses the opportunity of a first year rebate and a second year rebate of a lesser amount.  Such a scheme could be operated on a once off basis over a two/three year period. 

2. A review of free parking facilities similar to the initiative carried out by Drogheda Borough Council during the Christmas period to allow for an increase in customer levels in the town centre area. 

3. The beginning of trade missions to be carried out by a coordinated group comprising Elected Members and Officials from Drogheda Borough Council and all relevant agencies and the local business community to attract businesses to transfer their existing operations to Drogheda and in the case of new businesses, to establish their business in Drogheda. Such trade missions have been carried out by Newry City and have been highly successful. 
Reply:  All of the proposals raised will be examined by the Borough Council.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh.   

Councillor K. Callan circulated a Draft Rent Rebate Scheme to the Members, Councillor Callan outlined that the proposal would be a once off scheme over a period of 2 to 3 years.   The Members welcomed the Notice of Motion and the following issues were raised:

· Commercial Rates
· High rents within the Borough Council

· The shortfall in Departmental Funding for Local Authorities

· Vacant retail space currently available in the town

· 3/% reduction given by the Borough Council to the commercial rate for 2010

· 5/% reduction given by the Borough Council to a reduction in water rates

· Further reduction in Development Levies under the new Development Levy Contribution Scheme

· Gains to be made in maximizing the economic corridor on the East Coast

The matters raised were responded to by Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager.   The County Manager outlined the following:

· Continue to sustain employment

· Drogheda Borough Council achieved a balanced Budget in spite of significant cuts having to be made. 
· The Pro-active response of the Borough Council when adopting the 2010 Budget.  

· Cuts were extended to the commercial sector by a reduction in commercial rates and commercial water.

· A balanced approach needs to be achieved between those who continue to sustain existing employment and new employment.

The Co. Manager outlined that the Eastern Corridor is now part of the Planning Regional Guidelines.   The legal consequences of the proposal put forward by Councillor Callan would need to be examined by the Borough Council.   
The Members noted the report.

45/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Gallagher
Drogheda Borough Council, as part of its 2010 Programme of Works, resolves to proceed to
Implement the Borough Engineer's (2009) Proposals/Report pertaining to the parking and 
road traffic problems on the Chord Road and adjoining streets.

Reply: This scheme will be included in the Draft 2010 Roadworks Programme which will be put before the Members. 
The Notice of Motion was noted by the Members.

46/10
Notice of Motion –The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd
Drogheda Borough Council call on the Minister for Finance to reintroduce the Living Over the Shop Tax Incentive scheme in major towns and cities to tackle the problem of vacant upper storey space over commercial premises in certain streets and in so doing, provide additional residential units in areas suitable and attractive for such development; The purpose of such a scheme being:
1) achieve greater economic use of such premises. 

2) promote sustainable development patterns and assist in fostering a ‘living’ urban environment in the targeted areas. and 

3) promote more sustainable use of existing building stock. 

Further that Drogheda Borough Council incentives such development by a percentage reduction in development levies payable on such Over the Shop developments in designated core streets in Drogheda town centre.

Reply:  The call by Drogheda Borough Council to the Minister for Finance to reintroduce the Living Over the Ship Tax Incentive is a matter for the Members. 

The Borough Council in accordance with Section 48 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, prepared the new Development Levy Contribution Scheme 2010 – 2014. The Scheme went on public display and is currently with the members for consideration.  The Exemptions and Reduced Contributions, as outlined in the Scheme, is in accordance with Section 48(3)(c) of the Planning and Development Act 2000.
The Notice of Motion was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor F. Maher.   The Members welcomed and noted the Notice of Motion.
47/10
Any Other Business
The Mayor outlined that the Protocol Committee had met and had agreed to pay tribute to the contribution made by Mr. Oliver Murphy to the setting up of the Wheelchair Association over 50 years ago by giving him the Freedom of the Town.

The proposal was agreed by the Members.
This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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