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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 14th June, 2010 at 7.00pm
In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd


Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, Co. Manager,






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk,






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer,






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,

86/10
Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 10th May, 2010 at 7.00pm were adopted.   
87/10
Matters arising from Minutes.

Minute No. 71/10 – Mrs. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk outlined that a report on the re-location of the Loading Bay at Stockwell Street would be brought to the July Council Meeting.
Minute No. 78/10 – Following a discussion by the Members on the letter which was received from the NRA on the 9th June, 2010 in relation to the Council letter of 14th May, 2010 with regards to the tolling of the M1 Motorway.   It was agreed that the Borough Council would write back to the NRA outlining that they were not accepting the response submitted and again request that the NRA attend the next Drogheda Borough Council Meeting.
Minute No. 72/10 – Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer outlined that no response had been received from the Department of Finance.
88/10
Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Mrs. Mary Murphy, Pearse Park, Drogheda,
The family of the late Ms Una Delaney, Ballsgrove, Drogheda,
The family of the late Ms. Lorraine Mulroy, Sheetland Road, Termonfeckin,
The family of the late Ms. Rita Byrne, Ballsgrove, Drogheda.
89/10
Update on the following projects
Proposed Drogheda Civic and Education Quarter

Mrs. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk gave an update on the proposal for the new TK Whitaker Civic and Education Centre.   It was outlined that the Borough Council are currently in the process of finalizing the Preliminary Appraisal for submission to the Sanctioning Authority which is the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.   The following issues were raised by the Members:
· The Members welcomed the proposed

· The Members requested that an update be given to the Members on an ongoing basis

· The Members requested assurance that the Council Offices would not be moving from its current location in Fair Street.
Matters raised by the Members were addressed by Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager.   The County Manager outlined the following:

The Borough Council would be staying in the Town Centre on the site at Fair Street.

The County Manager outlined that all press releases are done through the Town Clerk’s Office on behalf of the Office of the Mayor and the Council.   The County Manager assured the Members that progress reports would be given on a regular basis to the Council.   

Sword and Mace

An update on the Sword and Mace was given by Mrs. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk.   Mrs. Martin outlined that the Sword and Mace went on public display  in the Highlanes Gallery on Thursday 10th June, 2010.
Lourdes Stadium

Mrs. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk gave an update with regards to the renovation of the Lourdes Stadium.   Mrs. Martin outlined that the Borough Council had secured funding from Central Government and were in the process of trying to secure the final tranche of funding which was needed to complete the project.

The Tholsel

Mrs. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk gave an update on the works to date on the Tholsel.    It was outlined that the proposal is that the Tourist Office would be based on the first floor which will be renovated and also areas in the basement will be renovated for toilets, storage/ kitchen etc.   It was outlined by the Borough Council that there was insufficient funds available to renovate or carry out any major refurbishment works on the 2nd floor.   The following issues were raised by the Members:

· Accessibility
· Conservation Reports

· Procurement

Issues raised by the Members were addressed by Mrs. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk. 

Drogheda Economic Forum – New Drogheda Brand

Mrs. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk outlined to the Members that the new Drogheda Brand was launched on Friday 4th June, 2010 by the Drogheda Economic Forum.   The following issues were raised by the Members:

· The selling of the town as an historic town,

· The use of the new brand on entry points into the Country,

· The use of the new brand on Welcome Signs on approach roads into Drogheda,

· The removal of existing signs and the signs for twinning,

Issues raised by the Members were addressed by Mrs. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk.

The Mayor Michael O’Dowd outlined that the Drogheda Civic Trust to promote Heritage in the town had been established.  The Drogheda Civic Trust will work in conjunction with  Government Agencies, Drogheda Borough Council and with all the sectors of Drogheda’s  Commercial, Professional, Industrial and Community Life, all of whom share a common vision for the betterment of Drogheda for the benefits of its citizens, visitors and future generations.   The Mayor outlined that Michael Grogan is to be the first Chairman of the Drogheda Civic Trust.
90/10
 Disposal of Plot of ground at Ballymakenny Road, to Meegan Bros. Ltd (Section 183 Notice circulated on 2nd June, 2010).
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer outlined that the Section 183 proposal was for the sale of a site at Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda marked red on map reference No. 2319 – 02 to Meegan Bros. Ltd for the total sum of €179,000.   The following issues were raised by the Members:
· Increased traffic volumes on the Ballymakenny Road

· Traffic Management proposals with regard to the new School
· Speeding 

· The unfinished estate of Forest Park.

· The Members requested that the matter be deferred to the next Council Meeting for decision, following clarification from the Borough Council on the issues raised.

It was proposed by Councillor Kevin Callan and seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe that the matter be discussed by the Borough Council in committee prior to the next Council Meeting.

A vote was taken as follows:

For the proposal:
Councillors:
P. Bell, K. Callan, R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, F. Maher, G. Nash, 





The Mayor, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh =  8.
Against the proposal for an in-house Committee Meeting:


Councillors: 
M. Coogan, F. Gallagher, I. Munster and D. Wilton =  4.

Following the vote it was agreed that the matter would be discussed in committee prior to the next Council Meeting.

91/10

Monthly Progress Reports

The Monthly Progress Reports were noted by the Members.

92/10
Notice of Motion – The Mayor Councillor M. O’Dowd.
At this point in the meeting it was proposed by Councillor R. Culhane, seconded by The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd that the Members would take Notice of Motion No: 13.
"That this Council recognise the enormous achievement of Drogheda Town Football Club in gaining promotion to the Leinster Senior League Division 1 in the 2010 Season.  A feat never before achieved by any Drogheda Football Club.  The next division being League of Ireland”
Reply:
This is a matter for the Members. 

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor R. Culhane, seconded by The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd.

Councillor R. Culhane paid tribute to the achievements which had been made by the Drogheda Town F.C. in gaining promotion to the Leinster Senior League Division 1 in the 2010 season.   The Members supported the Motion and acknowledged and recognised the achievement of the Drogheda Town F. C, a club which is self financing.   The Mayor thanked the Members of the Club for attending the meeting.

93/10

Emergency Notice of Motion
An Emergency Notice of Motion was taken at this point, proposed by Councillor I. Munster and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton as follows:

“Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to formally endorse the Drogheda Drugs Advisory Network and to support the work of a local area strategy using all the available services and resources to prevent any escalation in the addiction problem in the current period of high youth unemployment and to raise awareness to ensure that the addiction issue is to the fore in the minds of the public”   

Following a discussion on the Motion, the Members agreed that Drogheda Borough Council would write to the HSE to respond to the Emergency Notice of  Motion and to outline what funding has been ring fenced for Drogheda and its Environs.
94/10

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan.

I am calling on the Drogheda Borough Council to carry out the necessary works to clean the lane way between the Mini Football Pitch in Rathmullen and St. Nicholas GFC Clubhouse in Rathmullen in the interest of Health & Safety.

Reply: A programme of works to clean up this area has been drawn up. 

Proposed by Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton and agreed by the Members.
95/10

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.

That this Council take responsibility for lands in its ownership at Greenhills beside Newtown Meadows, these lands are left unsecured and are becoming an increasing problem from anti-social behaviour and dumping, and in conjunction can this Council engage with the School Authorities to ask them to secure the lane which is in ownership of St. Josephs School but runs alongside the Council land and is part of the problem, in the interest of Safety.
Reply:  The lands referred to are in the ownership of Drogheda Borough Council.  The Council will examine proposals for the securing of the lands and will also make contact with St. Josephs School with regards to same.

Proposed by Councillor D. Wilton, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan and agreed by the Members.
96/10

Notice of Motion – Councillor R. Culhane.

That the Borough Council carry out a survey of traffic volume/speed using the Marsh Road into and out of Drogheda.   In order to establish if speed ramps are necessary for this area, and the danger posed to residents.   It is apparently extremely dangerous at rush hour periods for residents of Weir Hope as they exit the Estate.

Reply: A traffic speed survey was carried out on the Marsh Rd. in June 2009. An analysis of the results indicated that the traffic speed was below that required to warrant traffic calming measures. The Borough Council will undertake a survey of the Weir Hope junction to assess if measures are warranted on safety grounds. If measures are warranted  a scheme will be put forward for inclusion in the Departmental low cost safety improvement scheme in 2011. 
Proposed by Councillor R. Culhane, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and noted by the Members.

97/10

Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash.

That this Council agrees that information relating to the salaries and expenses paid to Elected Members serving on Drogheda Borough Council should be published online on an annual basis in order to make this legitimate information available and more accessible to the general public, in the interests of greater openness and transparency.

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.

Proposed by Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor K. Callan.   

Following a discussion, the Members agreed that a breakdown of Councillors Salaries and Expenses would be published on line on an annual basis.   The Members agreed that the attendance record of all Councillors at Council Meetings would also be put on line.
98/10

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.

That this Council immediately commence the process for the taking in charge of Riverbank 
Estate Rathmullen Road.

Reply: The Borough Council has been approached by the developer to take this estate in charge. The Council is currently engaging with the developer and is awaiting a satisfactory completion of works by the developer.
Proposed by Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher.   It was agreed by the Members that an update on the progress would be given at the next Borough Council Meeting.

99/10

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Gallagher.

The elected members call for an immediate clean-up of the heavily polluted Glen Stream at Newfoundwell/Yellowbatter, and also call on the Borough Council to seek expressions of interest from the public in setting up volunteer "Conservation Groups" to act in partnership with the Council to help reduce/control litter, in and at, recreational amenities like The Glen, The Dale, Donor's Green and St.Dominick's Park. 

Reply: The Glen stream will be included in the next clean up in this area which is scheduled for week beginning 14th June. 

Drogheda Tidy Towns Committee in collaboration with the Borough Council has sought the assistance of residents associations and members of the public in cleaning up key areas of the town. The Borough Council would welcome voluntary participation and will ask the Tidy Towns Committee to include these recreational areas in their next clean up. 

Proposed by Councillor F. Gallagher, seconded by Councillor G. Nash and noted by the Members. 
100/10

Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan.

That this Council investigate the possibility of extending the Borough Boundary to include the IDA Park which is currently located in County Meath whilst also being located in Drogheda. Such a boundary extension carried out with cooperation with Meath Local Authorities could allow the park to avail of vital BMW region funding which would benefit all those living and working in the region.

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.  Alterations to local authority boundaries are made pursuant to the Local Government Act 1991 and the subsequent Local Government (Boundary Alterations) Regulations 1996.  A boundary extension into the administrative and functional area of an adjoining local authority is a reserved function and would require the approval of Drogheda Borough Council and Meath County Council.  

Proposed by Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher and noted by the Members.

101/10

The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd extended his appreciated and thanks to the Members and Officials of Drogheda Borough Council during his year as Mayor of Drogheda.
102/10
This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha





DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL








PAGE  

