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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 5th July, 2010 at 7.00pm
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell


Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



G. Nash, O’Heiligh, D. Wilton, M. O’Dowd.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, Co. Manager,






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk,






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer,






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer,

106/10
Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 14th June, 2010, at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 21st June, 2010, at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.

107/10
Matters arising from Minutes.

Minute No. 93/10 - Councillor Munster enquired if a response had been received from the HSE in relation to endorsing the Drogheda Drugs Advisory Network.    The Town Clerk informed the meeting that no reply had been received.

Councillor I. Munster asked if a response had been received from the NRA in relation to the tolls on the motorway.    The Town Clerk, indicated that no reply had been received.   Councillor Munster also requested that copies of the letters sent to the NRA and HSE be circulated to the Council.

Minute No. 95/10 - Councillor Dom Wilton enquired if contact had been made with St. Josephs School in relation to securing the lane in the ownership of the school.   The Town Clerk indicated that the matter would be followed up.

Councillor M. Coogan asked if a date had been arranged for a meeting with the Taxi Drivers Association.    The Town Clerk indicated that a meeting had been arranged for this week.

Councillor M. Coogan asked if a letter had issued to the Gardai in relation to check points.   Ms. J. Martin, Town Clerk advised the meeting that the matter would be followed up.

Minute No. 99/10 - Councillor F. Gallagher indicated that the clean up at the Glen had not taken place.    Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer undertook to check the position in relation to the clean up.

108/10
Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Charlie Byrne, College Rise, Drogheda.

The family of the late Sr. Rosaleen Levins, Medical Missionaries of Mary.

The relatives of the late Joe Maguire, Townrath, Co. Louth.

109/10
Disposal of plot of ground at Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda - Meegan Bros. Ltd.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell it was agreed to discuss this disposal at this juncture.

A discussion took place on outstanding works in Forest Park.  Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer, advised the Council that a snag list of the outstanding works would be carried out next week and a work programme agreed with the Developer.  The works to commence within 4 weeks and be completed within 3 months.  Alternatively Drogheda Borough Council could seize the bond and carry out the works.   Following a discussion the Council was satisfied that the Developer would carry out the works and if he failed to do so then Drogheda Borough Council would seize the bond and carry out the works.

It was proposed by Councillor I. Munster and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton  that a meeting be arranged with the Residents of Forest Park, the Developer and the Council to discuss the outstanding issues and agree a timeframe for the works to be completed and following that meeting the Section 183 Notice could come back to the Council 

It was proposed by  Councillor R. Culhane and seconded by Councillor K. Callan that the disposal of plot of ground at Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda to Meegan Bros.Ltd. be approved.

A vote was taken as follows:

For the Proposal:       Councillors:  The Mayor, P. Bell, K. Callan,       

                                                             R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, F. Maher, 

                                                            G. Nash, M. O’Dowd. = 7

Against the Proposal: Councillors:  M. Coogan, F. Gallagher, I. Munster,

                                                             K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton   =  5 

Following the vote the disposal of the plot of ground at Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda, was approved.

110/10

Anti- Social Behaviour Policy.

The Members welcomed the Draft Anti-Social Behaviour Policy which was circulated with the Agenda.   

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher and seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe it was agreed to adopt the Draft Anti Social Behaviour Policy as circulated.

111/10

Report on the Relocation of the Loading Bay at Stockwell Street, Drogheda.

The report on the relocation of the Loading Bay at Stockwell Street, Drogheda, as circulated was noted.

112/10
Section 142 Local Government Act, 2001 - Protocol governing payment of expenses for Members attendances at conferences and other Events

The Town Clerk explained that the policy being proposed in relation to the payment of expenses for attendance at conferences was in line with Section 142 of the Local Government Act, 2001.   A discussion took place and disappointment was expressed by the Members in relation to the non transfer of conferences allocation to community groups, etc.    It was agreed that the amounts for conference allocation and allocations to community groups could be addressed at the Budget Meeting.    The policy as submitted was approved by the Council.

113/10
Disposal of Various Properties  (Section 183 Notice) circulated on 22nd June, 2010.

On the proposal of Councillor Ken O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor F. Maher approval was given to the disposal of the following properties:

7 Sunday’s Gate, Scarlet St
Richard Nevin and 

Rosemary Reilly

€10.16 & €114.28
15 Glenview


Sean & Caroline Grogan

“

2 Boyle O’Reilly 

Sean McDonnell & Paul 





McDonnell



“

38 Marian Park

Elizabeth Stewart


“

168 Ballsgrove

Anthony Fitzsimons


“
359 Ballsgrove

Patrick & Mary Floody 

“

6 Pearse Park


Edward Smith



“

3 Priest Lane


Matthew & Mary Burke

“


247 Marian Park

Martina Jane Murray


“

248 Marian Park 

James & Caroline Murray

“

4 Pearse Park


Kevin McDonnell


“ 

1 Francis Street

John & Josephine Sampson
 €10.16 & €114.28
217 Ballsgrove

Pauline Gibney


“

17 Ascal-a-Tri


Anthony Martin


“

18 Lourdes Square

Marianne Gillespie 

                                                & Cecelia Branigan


“

315 Ballsgrove

Liam & Annette McDonnell

“

7 Patrick Street

Liam Martin



“

39 Pearse Park


Eugene Farrell & 

                                                Richard Farrell


“ 

21 Ballsgrove


Declan & Jean Dooley

“

6 Moran Terrace

Anthony Tiernan


“

27 Hand Street


Gerard Conlon



“

104 Ascal-a-hAon

Carmel Hatch



“

35 Scarlet Street

Joseph & Teresa Foyle

“

22 Glenview


Valerie Dunne



“

49 Boyle O’Reilly Tce
Bridget McCann


“

33 Marian Park

Michael & Rose McEvoy

“

13 Priest Lane


Catherine Healy


“

108 Marian Park

Karen Mohan



“

202 Pearse Park

Thomas Lynch


“

7 Crushrod Avenue

Margaret Connor


“

235 Marian Park

Damien Murphy


“

17 St. Joseph’s Tce.

Gregory Butler


“

114/10

Revision of Fire and Emergency Operations Plan made under Section 26 of the Fire Services Act, 1981.

A Presentation on the Fire And Emergency Operations Plan under Section 26 of the Fire Services Act, 1981, was given by Mr. Eamonn Walsh, Director of Services.   Queries raised in relation to the presentation were responded to by Mr. Walsh and Mr. John Cummins, Assistant Chief Fire Officer. The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell thanked Mr. Walsh and Mr. Cummins for the presentation.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher seconded by Councillor K. Callan the Fire and Emergency Operations Plan under Section 26 of the Fire Services Act, (1981) was adopted. 

115/10

Civic Reception - Local Special Olympic Participants 

The Members approved the hosting of a Civic Reception for the Local Special Olympic Participants.

116/10

Monthly Reports

The monthly reports were noted.   Councillor F. Gallagher asked if the repair of potholes could be expedited.

117/10

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan

“Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to identify a large plot of land that can be 
made into football pitches.   If no land exists in the Borough, I am calling on Drogheda Borough Council to enter into talks with Louth County Council with a view to getting a piece of land on the outskirts of the town”
Reply: There is currently enormous pressure on the Council from various groups for lands within the Borough.  The Borough Council proposes to carryout an assessment of all lands in the ownership of the Council.
Following a discussion on the motion the Members were advised that the matter could be revisited when considering the Development Plan.

118/10

Notice of Motion –  Councillor M. O’Dowd

“In light of the application to extend the RAPID area That DBC allocates a house to be used as a Community House in the Laurence’s Park / Laurence’s Drive area”

Reply:
 The Council is not proposing to allocate a house in this area for community use due to the numbers of persons currently on the Housing List in need of housing which is in excess of 1,800. No response has been received with regards to the application to extend the RAPID area to the Laurence’s Park/Laurence’s Drive area.  Drogheda Borough Council currently have a Community House in the adjoining estate of Moneymore which can be used by the Laurence’s Park/Laurence’s Drive residents.  Laurences Park/Laurences Drive residents have access to the Moneymore Community House, the Family Resource Centre and the Cable Project premises in Moneymore, all of which have been allocated by the Council. 

The motion was noted.

119/10
Notice of Motion –  Councillor F. Maher

'That Drogheda Borough Council make arrangements for the gate at The Meadow, Marian Park, to be locked every evening and to take whatever other measures may be necessary to prevent the park being used for anti-social behaviour.'
Reply: Arrangements will be made to lock the gate at night. Signage will be erected advising visitors of opening times. Further signs will be erected advising that ball games and drinking alcohol is not allowed in the park. 
The motion was noted.

120/10
Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell

“That this Council provide a bus parking bay in close proximity to the High Lanes Gallery for the purpose of facilitating tourists visiting the facility”.

Reply: A bus parking bay will be provided in close proximity to High Lanes Gallery adjacent to St. Laurence’s Centre service entrance. It is expected that this parking bay will be operational within two to three weeks.
Proposed by The Mayor Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, and noted by the Members.
121/10

Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster

“Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to carry out necessary works on Skelly's Lane which has been left in a deplorable condition.  The removal of the footpath outside the rear of the residents houses and the poor state of the lane is leading to flooding in the back gardens each time there is heavy rainfall. Will this Council reconstruct the footpath on Skelly's Lane to combat this problem?
Reply: The laneway is not surfaced and is currently in a poor condition. There is evidence of ponding of water to the rear of houses 74 to 77, where the roadway is higher than the adjacent footpath. Work will be carried out to address this problem. No provision has been made in this year’s Roads Programme to surface this lane. This work will be considered for inclusion in next year’s programme.   

Proposed by Councillor I. Munster, and seconded by Councillor G. Nash and noted by the Members.   Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that the drainage issue would be addressed in the current work programme.

122/10
Correspondence

Ms. J. Martin, Town Clerk indicated that correspondence had been received from New Twenties Youth Council in relation to addressing the Council.  Clarification will be sought in relation to whether or not the group is seeking to have a deputation meet the Council.

123/10

Any other Business

Councillor R. Culhane wished to have the success of the Louth Team on reaching the Leinster Final formally recognised and proposed that a sign should be erected on the Bridge of Peace wishing the Team well in the Leinster Final.   The Members agreed with the proposal.

Councillor F. Gallagher indicated that he made a formal statement to the Gardai in relation to recent calls on him to do so in relation to his recent statement, and the matter was now an operational matter for the Gardai.

This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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