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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 1st February, 2010 at 7.00pm
In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd


Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, Co. Manager,






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk,






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services,






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer,






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,






Mr. T. Savage, Senior Executive Planner,






Mr. J. McGorman, Anti-Social Behaviour Officer, 


14/10
Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 11th January, 2010 at 7.00pm were adopted.   
15/10
Matters arising from Minutes.

Minute No. 01/10 – Correction to the Minutes – The Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 7th December, 2009 was seconded by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd.

Minute No. 05/10 – Further information and clarification in relation to the Management Company and the division of responsibility between that Company and the Borough Council was made by Councillor I. Munster and not Councillor G. Nash.

Minute No. 11/10 – Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer outlined that the Borough Council would forward the correspondence to the United States Embassy in Dublin.  

16/10
Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Ms. Mary Dunne, Chord Road, Drogheda.

The family of the late Mr. Michael King, Dunleer, Co. Louth.
The family of the late Ms. Teresa McArdle, Avenue 1, Yellowbatter, Drogheda

The family of the late Mr. Ged Campbell, St. Finian’s Park, Drogheda

The family of the late Ms. Marie Clarke, Monasterboice, Co. Louth.
17/10
Drogheda Borough Council pre Draft Development Plan 2011 – 2017 in accordance with Section 5 (5) (a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 – initial consideration and agreement of dates for further Special Meetings.

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk outlined that the pre Draft Development Plan had been circulated and the Members had 8 weeks to consider from the 25th January, 2010.   It was outlined that the Council was available to meet the Councillors prior to the Plan going on public display.   It was proposed by Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton and agreed by the Members that a meeting would take place next Monday 8th February, 2010 at 6pm to discuss the pre Draft Development Plan – 2011 – 2017.

18/10
 To consider Report on Allotments

A report on the Allotment Proposal was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk, the Members welcomed the report and the following issues were raised by the Members:
· Suitability of the site as the required infrastructure was already in place

· The Allotment Committee and Drogheda Borough Council to meet with residents of the area

· The Borough Council to be given a copy of the proposed license which would be put in place

· Rental charges to be taken into consideration

· The allocation of one of the plots to the local schools
The Council agreed that a meeting would be arranged with the residents with regard to the proposed allotments.

19/10
Drogheda Borough Council Anti-Social Behaviour Report 2009

A report on the 2009 Statistics on Anti-Social Behaviour was given by Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.   The following issues were raised by the Members:
· The proposed Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy 

· The issue of dealing with Anti-Social behaviour in private estates to be raised at the next Joint Policing Committee.

· The design of estates

· Repairs to Council houses

· Public Lighting

· Signage for Alcohol Bye-Laws

· Drinking in public places/minors

Queries raised by the Members were responded to by Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager and Mr. J. McGorman, Anti-Social Behaviour Officer.

20/10
Report from Transportation and Cross Border Strategic Policy Committee of Louth County Council held on 18th December, 2009 for Noting.

A report from Transportation and Cross Border SPC of Louth County Council was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk and the Chair of the Transportation and Cross Border SPC, Councillor F. Maher.   The following issues were raised by the Members:
· Cycle Lane Survey to be carried out

· Provision of a Cycle Lane on the Ballymakenny Road from Yellowbatter to the School.

21/10
 Lease of site at Toberboice Lane, Mell, Drogheda to the Irish Girl Guides (Drogheda Branch) Section 183 Notice circulated on 21st January, 2010.

Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer outlined that a Section 183 on the Lease of a site at Toberboice Lane, Drogheda to the Irish Girl Guides had been approved by the Members at Council Meeting held on 7th September, 2009.   The Section 183 Statutory Notice which was circulated on 21st January, 2010 was not in accordance with Standing Orders and Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer advised that the matter would have to be reviewed.

22/10
Monthly Progress Reports

The Monthly Progress Reports were noted by the Members.

23/10
Notice of Motion –  Councillor M. Coogan.

“We call on the Drogheda Borough Council to extend the car park at St. Dominicks Park to deal with some of the on going parking problems on the Rathmullen Road and also to 
look at placing public toilet facilities for families using the park”

Reply: A car park was provided at St. Dominicks Park in conjunction with the children’s playground. The car park was provided to facilitate park users and the original scheme proposed 30 spaces. The approved scheme was amended, reducing the number of spaces to 10 in response to the submissions received following the public display of the proposed development. The amended scheme was approved by the Members at the May 2003 Borough Council meeting. 

The current car park is not adequate to cater for the parking needs of people using the facilities, especially during good weather. The existing car park could be extended to provide more parking spaces. However no funding is currently available to carry out this work.

The approved 2003 scheme provided for the construction of toilet facilities. However these facilities were never constructed. Due to the lack of foul drainage in the immediate area the provision of toilet facilities will require a significant expenditure to connect to the drainage system. No funding is currently available to provide these facilities. It should also be noted that public toilets require an on going maintenance which would have to be met from annual operational budgets. 

The Notice of Motion was considered by the Members and noted.

24/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton

“Will this Council include the new arrangements agreed with the residents of the Cord Road and adjoining street, Oulster Lane, Sandyford Terrace, Thomas Street and voted on by the 
Council in 2009 to introduce the One Way System and Pay Parking on the 2010 Road 
Works Programme or any other avenue in which funding can be found as to finally give the residents an end to the nightmare they have put up with for far too long”

Reply:  These works will be considered for inclusion in the 2010 Road Works Programme. As this programme has yet to be finalized it is not possible at this stage to give any 
commitment on the inclusion of specific work items in this year’s programme.  
Following a discussion on the Notice of Motion, Councillor P. Bell requested Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager to confirm if funding would be available in 2010 for the One Way System and Pay Parking on the Chord Road and adjoining streets, Oulster Lane, Sandyford Terrace and Thomas Street.   The County Manager outlined that the Borough Council were awaiting confirmation of the 2010 Roads Grant Allocation and following that confirmation a report on the Roads Works Programme 2010 would go before the Members.
25/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan

“To propose that Drogheda Borough Council immediately seek funding from the 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for water infrastructure 
repair within the council’s functional area. 

In recent days it has been announced that €300 million is being made available to local authorities as part of the above mentioned departments re-prioritisation of budget and 
such funding could be allocated to deal with serious water pressure issues in areas such as Newfoundwell. 
The securing of such funding would greatly assist in the repair of the town’s water system and would alleviate issues relating to old pipe infrastructure, leakage and poor to extremely poor water pressure” 
Reply: A submission has been made by Louth County Council to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in their Assessment of Needs under the Water Services Investment Program 2010-2012. The submission includes for €2.5 million for a water mains rehabilitation programme in Drogheda. This project will address leakage, 
pressure issues and asset replacement/renewal in the town’s water distribution network. 
The Notice of Motion was considered by the Members and the Members raised issues with regard to water pressure in the town and repairs to leaks in private properties.

The Notice of Motion was noted by the Members.
26/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster.

Calling on this Council to give a detailed report on the operation and monitoring of all the 
CCTV cameras installed in the borough area. That the Council outline the standard procedural process involved from when anti social behaviour is reported to the council in the vicinity of CCTV cameras and the follow up process.  Also how many successful convictions have resulted on foot of incidents reported to the council through CCTV surveillance? 

Reply: Drogheda Borough Council is the Data Manager of all data recorded by the CCTV system and has the authority to consult recorded images but cannot download them. This can only be done on foot of a Garda Request for information. All requests, including those received directly from the public, are logged and subsequently checked.

Where a crime has been committed the first report should go to An Garda Siochana. If there is a preference to contact the Anti-Social Behaviour Officer the details of the crime will be passed on to An Garda Siochana who may then request to see or download footage
There have been 18 requests for information of which five have been made directly by An Garda Siochana. All requests received directly from the public are checked and the victim is asked to make a formal request to An Garda Siochana.  

The level of convictions arising from downloaded data is not a matter for Drogheda Borough Council. All data requested by An Garda Siochana is for the purpose of assisting them with their investigations.

All data is recorded via the CCTV system on a 24 hour basis. Monitoring is a mix of live and retrospective monitoring. All data requests to date have required accessing the system retrospectively.

Following a discussion on the Motion, Councillor I. Munster requested that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Justice requesting that the Community based CCTV be linked to An Garda Siochana CCTV.   Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer outlined that the issue with regards to the linking of both cameras would be raised at the next Joint Policing Committee with An Garda Siochana.   

This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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