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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 12th April, 2010 at 7.00pm
In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd


Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, Co. Manager,






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk,






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer,






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,






Ms. R. McAuley, Financial Accountant.

48/10
Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 1st March, 2010 at 7.00pm were adopted.   
49/10
Matters arising from Minutes.

Minute No. 21/10 – Councillor D. Wilton outlined that there had been a proposer and seconder for the proposed Section 183 for the disposal of land to the Irish Girl Guides.

Minute No. 32/10 – Councillor M. Coogan had outlined that his expression of  condolences on the death of Ms. Elizabeth Coogan had been omitted from the Minutes.
Minute No. 40/10 – Councillor D. Wilton requested an update on the possibility of the Pay and Display signage being covered.

Minute No. 31/10 – Allotments – Councillor G. Nash requested an update on the position with the Allotments.   An update was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk.   Ms. Martin outlined that Drogheda Borough Council had met with the residents in the area.   A meeting had also been held with the Allotments Groups and the Borough Council were now in the process of putting conacre agreements in place between Drogheda Borough Council and the Drogheda Allotments Group.   Council Imelda Munster requested that the Borough Council consider the provision of a footpath through the allotments in 2011.
Minute No. 47/10 – The Mayor outlined that the Freedom of the Borough would be given to Mr. Oliver Murphy on Wednesday 12th May, 2010.   He further outlined that he had received confirmation from An Post that they were going out to tender for a wheelchair access to their premises in West Street.

50/10
Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Mr Kevin King, Ballymakenny, Drogheda,
The family of the late Mr. Val Sarsfield, Ballsgrove, Drogheda, 
The family of the late Mr. Des Fagan, Mary St, Drogheda,
The family of the late Ms. Olga Markey, Glaspistol House, Clogherhead,
The family of the late Mr. Frank Fagan, Maple Drive, Drogheda,
The family of the late Mr. Pat Reynolds (father of Marian Whearty, Drogheda Borough Council Employee.
The Mayor of Drogheda extended sympathies’ to the people of Poland with regard to the recent plane crash and he outlined that a Book of Condolences would be opened at the Borough Council Offices on Tuesday 13th April, 2010.

51/10
Lease of site at Toberboice Lane, Mell, Drogheda to the Irish Girl Guides (Drogheda Branch) Section 183 Notice circulated on 26th March 2010.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members approved the leasing of a site at Toberboice Lane, Mell, Drogheda to the Irish Girl Guides (Drogheda Branch) for a term of 99 years at a rent of €500.00 per annum which will be subject to 5 year rent reviews and subject to the following conditions: (1) Lessee to be liable for all costs and expenses (2) A building for the purposes of the Irish Girl Guides (Drogheda Branch) to be constructed on the lands (3) In the event of a building for the purposes of the Irish Girl Guides (Drogheda Branch) not being constructed within 5 years of the date of this Notice, the land, the subject matter of this Lease will revert to Drogheda Borough Council.
52/10
 Update on the proposed disposal of a plot of ground at Ballymakenny to the Department of Education and Science for the construction of a school.

Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk outlined that the Department of Education and Science were looking to acquire 11 acres of land at Ballymakenny Road to accommodate a Primary School and a future Post-Primary School.   Ms. Martin outlined that the Borough Council had been in negotiations with the Department of Education and Science and a Section 183 Notice would be brought before the next Council Meeting for the disposal of 11 acres of land at Ballymakenny Road to the Department of Education and Science.

53/10
Housing Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2009 – Update on the draft Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, SEO gave an update to the Members on the proposed draft Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy.   Ms. Daly outlined that the Strategy was being prepared in accordance with Section 35 of the Housing Miscellaneous Act 2009 and that the adoption of the Strategy is a reserved function of the Council.   It was further outlined that in accordance with the Guidelines the Borough Council were currently in the process of circulating a draft to An Garda Siochana, the HSE and any other interested party.   It was outlined that the draft Strategy would be brought before the Joint Policing Committee and would then be brought back to the full Council for approval.   

54/10

Suspension of Standing Orders

At this point in the meeting the Mayor, Councillor Michael O’Dowd proposed the suspension of Standing Orders to discuss the incident which took place over the weekend in West Street, this was seconded by Councillor F. Maher.
The Mayor proposed an immediate meeting of the Joint Policing Committee, the following issues were raised by the Members:

· The Members extended their sympathy to the victims and their families.
· The Members requested the attendance of the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform, Dermot Ahern at the next Drogheda Borough Council meeting of the Joint Policing Committee.

· The Members extended their thanks to Mr. Kevin Faulkner, from the Taxi Federation, the Emergency Services the Gardai and the HSE for their work over the weekend.

55/10
To consider proposed Draft Roadworks Programme 2010.
A report on the draft Roadworks Programme was given by Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, the following issues were raised:
· Fair Green – works to commence in 2010
· Chord Road 

· Construction of footpath at Simcox Lane

· Roundabout at Beechgrove

· The cost of ramps and traffic calming measures

· Barrack Lane

· Plattin Road/Duleek Road

· Roads and footpaths at Rathmullen Estate

· Watery Hill Steps

· Newfield Estate

· Allocation of €50,000 which would be insufficient funds for the works required to be carried out

The issues raised by the Members were addressed by the Borough Engineer, Mr. Pat Finn.   The Borough Engineer outlined that it is Drogheda Borough Council’s intention that the works outlined in the programme will be carried out during 2010, other works will be prioritized over a three year period.   It was also outlined by the Borough Engineer that some of the works were a continuation of the 2009 Programme.

The Draft Roadworks Programme was proposed by Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher and agreed by the Members.
56/10
 To consider Draft Capital Programme 2010 – 2012

A report on the proposed Draft Capital Programme 2010 – 2012 was given by Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk.   The following issues were raised by the Members:

· Lourdes Stadium

· The Tholsel

· Update on the Sword and Mace

Issues raised by the Members were addressed by Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager and Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk.   It was outlined that Drogheda Borough Council had been in discussions with the Boyne Valley Tourism with regard to Bord Failte going into the Tholsel and the Tholsel then being the first point on the Boyne Tourism Trail.   The County Manager, Mr. Conn Murray outlined that the provision of €300,000 in the current Capital Programme would be used to carry out works on the building and he outlined that the works would be carried out as quickly as possible with the intention of the building being opened in September/October of 2010.   Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk outlined that the Sword and Mace is currently being repaired and will shortly be going on display in the Highlanes Gallery.

The draft Capital Programme was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor F. Maher and agreed by the Members.

57/10

Declaration of Public Roads – The Village, Five Oaks and The View Five Oaks, Dublin Road, Drogheda and Wheaton Hall, Dublin Road, Drogheda.

A report was given by Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk.   It was outlined that the proposal was for the roads to be taken in charge including the footpaths.   On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane it was agreed to declare the roads public roads.
58/10

Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme – to seek approval to draw down additional funds of €69,431 from the Housing Finance Agency and to advance a loan of up to €69,431 to Respond Housing Association for the completion of 8 units at Tredagh View, Phase 2, Marley’s Lane, Drogheda.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K. Callan the Members agreed to give approval to draw down additional funds of €69,431 from the Housing Finance Agency and to advance a loan of up to €69,431 to Respond Housing Association for the completion of 8 units at Tredagh View, Phase 2, Marley’s Lane, Drogheda.
59/10

Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme – to seek approval to draw down additional funds of €270,113.24 from the Housing Finance Agency and to advance a loan of up to €270,113.24 to Cluid Housing Association for the completion of 30 apartments at Newtown Meadows, Drogheda Co. Louth.

On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Members agreed to give approval to draw down additional funds of €270,113.24 from the Housing Finance Agency and to advance a loan of up to €270,113.24 to Cluid Housing Association for the completion of 30 apartments at Newtown Meadows, Drogheda, Co. Louth.
60/10

Report from the Transportation and Cross Border Strategic Policy Committee held on 12th Februayr, 2010 for noting.

The report was noted by the Members.
61/10

Approval of Amenity Grant Allocations 2010.

A report on the Allocation of Amenity Grants 2010 was given by Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk.   Councillor K. Callan requested clarification with regards to Beaulieu Mews Management Co. Ltd as to whether this was a Management Company or a Residents Association.
62/10

To set date for May Meeting.

It was agreed to hold the May Meeting on Monday 10th May, 2010.

63/10

Suspension of Standing Orders

At this point in the meeting the Members agreed to suspend Standing Orders to deal with an emergency Motion submitted by Councillor F. Gallagher.   The Motion was as follows:

“Drogheda Borough Council  totally rejects the recent misleading, inaccurate and unacceptable public assertions from local business and commerce interests that decisions democratically agreed and taken by the elected members of this council in any way contributed (either directly, or indirectly) to the current, regrettable, spate of local business failures and closures.

 

Drogheda Borough Council fully recognises and acknowledges that unprecedented record local, regional and national unemployment levels, as well as significant cuts in wages, salaries and social welfare supports are collectively resulting in a massive fall-off in consumer spending (locally and nationally), directly feeding and prolonging the current economic collapse and resulting in private business closures and failures.

 

 Therefore, Drogheda Borough Council notes with dismay the continuing public calls from local and national business interest organisations for cuts to the national minimum wage, further social welfare cuts, further cuts in wages, salaries and job numbers, particularly in the civil and public services sector, all of which (if implemented) will accelerate and increase the rate and number of local and national private business failures and closures”
The Motion was proposed by Councillor Frank Gallagher and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton.   Following a discussion, the Councillors agreed to support the Motion.  Councillor A. Donohoe and Councillor K. O’Heiligh outlined that they did not support the Motion and Councillor F. Maher abstained from agreeing the Motion.
64/10
Monthly Progress Reports

The Monthly Progress Reports were noted by the Members.

65/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan
We call on this Council to support my call for recycling facilities to be put into the Marley’s Lane area.   The area has a huge population with areas such as, Cedarfield, Cedarfield Close, Marleys Court, Beechwood Drive, Beechwood Avenue, Tredagh View, Tredagh Close and Rowan Heights.

Reply: Waste facilities such as bring banks are provided on a county wide basis by Louth County Council. A possible site at a local shop has been identified in the Marley’s Lane area. The County Council’s Environment Section intend visiting the area shortly to view the site and meet with the shop owner. However no provision has been made in this year’s County Council’s budget to provide a bring bank at Marley’s Lane. Should funding be provided to provide the bring bank, Drogheda Borough Council will need to make provision in their annual budget for the operation of the facility.   

On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton.   Councillor M. Coogan requested that he meet with the Borough Engineer and the Environment Section of Louth County Council with regard to Recycling Facilities at Marley’s Lane, Drogheda.   Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk outlined that no commitment could be given to the provision of recycling facilities at Marley’s Lane due to the current financial restraints but a meeting would be arranged.
This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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