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Minutes of Annual Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday, 21st June, 2010 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd



Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager,






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk,





Ms. M. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.
103/10
Election of Mayor. 

The outgoing Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, thanked the Members of Drogheda Borough Council for electing him to the position of Mayor and for their continued support during the year.   Thanks was also extended to the Deputy Mayor, for all his services during the Mayor’s term of office.   The Mayor, also extended thanks to the Members of the Press, to his Family and to the Officials of Drogheda Borough Council for all the assistance during the year.   

The Mayor outlined that his aim during the year was the promotion of tourism in the town and this has been achieved by the works that have commenced on the Tholsel, the putting of the Sword and Mace on display in the Highlanes Gallery, also the launch of the Oliver Plunkett Website and the extended signage in the town.
The Mayor outlined that he had worked in close cooperation with Joe Coyle, Drogheda Athletic Association with regards to the delivery of a proposal for a Sports and Recreation Centre.   The Mayor further outlined and confirmed that the Borough Council had secured funding from Coca Cola for the works at the Lourdes Stadium, for a Liberty Swing, for Adult Play Equipment and for the transfer of the Social Club in the ownership of Coca Cola to the citizens of Drogheda.

The Mayor extended his thanks to Atlantic Beverages for their kind donation.
Councillor M. O’Dowd pledged his support to the new Mayor of Drogheda.

Councillor G. Nash proposed Councillor P. Bell for the position of Mayor for the coming year and this proposal was seconded by Councillor F. Maher.

Councillor D. Wilton proposed Councillor I. Munster for the position of Mayor for the coming year and this proposal was seconded by Councillor F. Gallagher.   
The matter was then put to a roll call vote which resulted as follows:

Councillor P. Bell:

Councillors:
P. Bell, R. Culhane, A. Donohoe,






F. Maher, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd.

= 6







        






Councillor I. Munster:
Councillors:
M. Coogan, F. Gallagher, I. Munster,







D. Wilton.

       

        
= 4
Abstention:


Councillor:
K. O’Heiligh



       
= 1

Absent:


Councillor:
K. Callan.



       
= 1

Councillor P. Bell was deemed to be elected as Mayor for the coming year.

Councillor P. Bell thanked his proposer and seconder and stated that it was an honour and a privilege to be elected as the Mayor of Drogheda for the coming year.   Councillor P. Bell acknowledged the nomination of his fellow Councillor  I. Munster to the position.   He paid tribute to the outgoing Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd and Deputy Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

Councillor P. Bell acknowledged and paid tribute to Michael Bell, former Mayor of Drogheda who was in attendance.   

The new Mayor outlined that his priorities for the Mayor town would be with regards to the following:

Health, Crime, tackling unemployment in the town, investing in further infrastructure, to work with the IDA to attract investment into the town.   The new Mayor paid tribute to the business community who continued to maintain employment of staff within the town, expand on the tourist potential of Drogheda, relocation of the tourist office to the Tholsel, advance the refurbishment project of the Lourdes Stadium and the Youth Café at the Carnegie Library.

The Mayor Councillor P. Bell outlined that he wished to support an initiative with regards to the provision of Medical Supplies and Aid to Gaza with the involvement of the Youth and Voluntary Agencies within the town.   

To hold a Civic Reception for the Local Olympic Participants, Continuing to assist in the provision of houses for persons on the Drogheda Borough Council Housing List and to commence the Mell Housing Scheme.  The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, as first citizen of Drogheda  wished to acknowledge the work of the Lourdes Hospital. To maximize opportunities for the HSE through the Office of the Mayor.
The Mayor acknowledged the efforts of the previous Mayor with regards to the Sword and Mace which is now on display.   The Mayor further acknowledged the support of the Voluntary and Sporting Organisations within Drogheda and outlined that he wished to pursue the revision of sporting/playing fields.

Finally the Mayor outlined that he wished to acknowledge the support of his wife, his family, his friends, his Mother and Father and his brother.

The Mayor accepted the position of Mayor and first citizen of Drogheda.

104/10
Election of Deputy Mayor.
Councillor K. Callan proposed Councillor G. Nash as Deputy Mayor and this was seconded by Councillor F. Maher. 
Coucillor I. Munster proposed Councillor F. Gallagher as Deputy Mayor and this was seconded by Councillor M. Coogan. 
The matter was then put to a roll call vote which resulted as follows:

Councillor G. Nash:  
Councillors:
P. Bell, K. Callan, R. Culhane, 








A. Donohoe, F. Maher, G. Nash, 







M. O’Dowd.




= 7
Councillor F. Gallagher:
Councillors:
M. Coogan, F. Gallagher, I. Munster

`






D. Wilton.




= 4
Abstention:


Councillor:
K. O’Heiligh.




= 1

Councillor G. Nash was deemed to be elected as Deputy Mayor.

This concluded the business of the meeting.







_____________________


    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha





DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL
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