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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday7th September, 2009 at 7.00pm
In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd


 Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



 A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



G. Nash.


Apologies were received from Councillor K. O’Heiligh.

OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, Co. Manager,






Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,






Ms. M.T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,






Mr. T. Savage, Senior Executive Planner, 
113/09
Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor K. Callan, the Minutes of Council Meetings held on Monday 7th July, 2009 at 7pm were adopted.   On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd the Minutes of Special Meeting held on Monday 27th July, 2009 at 7pm were adopted.

114/09
Matters arising from Minutes.

Item 59/09 –  Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk outlined that Drogheda Borough Council is currently preparing an Expression of Interest document to be advertised on the Irish Procurement Website week commencing 14th September, seeking interest from competitive bidders to facilitate the Council  in delivering athletic and other recreational facilities on the existing Lourdes Stadium site.   
Item 106/09 – The Mayor and Members congratulated the staff of the Borough Council for the successful completion of works on West Street and also the Dublin Road Scheme which was completed 3 weeks ahead of schedule.

Item 110/09 - The Members requested that the amount of outstanding Development Levies i.e. €4m approx. be inserted into the Minutes of the Special Meeting held on 27th July, 2009.
Condolences

115/09

The Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Mona Bailey, Maple Drive, Drogheda.
The family of the late Lillian Martin, Highfield, Drogheda.
116/09
Nomination of 1 Member to sit on County Development Board for 2 years.
On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, Councillor K. Callan was nominated to sit on the County Development Board for 2 years.
117/09

Clarification on Nominations to Louth Leader Partnership and Drogheda Port Company.

Louth Leader Partnership.

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk outlined that the nomination to Louth Leader Partnership is done on a rotation basis.   Councillor T. Murphy, Drogheda Borough Council was on Louth Leader Partnership for the last 5 years and the nomination now falls to Dundalk Town Council.   It was noted that Councillor R. Culhane had been nominated and this appointment would not now proceed.

Drogheda Port Company.
Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk outlined that new legislation enacted on 21st July 2009 amends the Harbours Act 1996 and has removed the statutory requirement for a Council representative to sit on Drogheda Port Company.   It was noted that Councillor F. Maher had been nominated and this appointment would not now proceed.
118/09
To receive County Manager’s report on submissions received in response to Issues Paper prepared as part of review of Borough Development Plan.

A presentation was given by Mr. T. Savage, Senior Executive Planner.   It was proposed by Councillor Imelda Munster and seconded by Councillor M. Coogan that a Special Meeting to discuss the Issues Paper take place on Wednesday 16th September, 2009 at 7pm.   This was agreed by the Members.
119/09
To consider proposed Variations to the Borough Development Plan – Drogheda Enterprise Park and Centre, Newtown and Rope Walk, Drogheda.

A presentation was given by Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk on the proposed variations to the Borough Development Plan.   The Drogheda Enterprise Park and Centre, Newtown Variation was proposed by Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane 
and agreed by the Members.   The Variation at Rope Walk, Drogheda was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe and agreed by the Members.
120/09
To receive report on submissions received in relation to traffic management proposals for Chord Road and adjoining streets.

A presentation on submissions received in relation to traffic management proposals for Chord Road and adjoining streets was given by Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk.   The following issues were raised by the Members:

· Impact on schools

· The impact of Pay Parking on Nun’s Walk and Marian Close

· That a review be carried out following implementation

· Review the location of Pay Parking in some areas of the town and the possibility of re-locating machines

· Chord Road – Disabled Parking Place to be reviewed.
The issues raised by the Members were addressed by Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer.   The Members noted that the pay parking element of the proposal may not proceed until 2010 due to budgetary constraints. 
The traffic management proposals for Chord Road and adjoining streets was then proposed by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K. Callan and agreed by the Members.
121/09
To consider Draft Casual Trading Bye Laws.
A presentation on the proposed Draft Casual Trading Bye Laws was made by Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk.    The following issues were raised by the Members: 
· The appointment of an Authorised Officer.

· Display of license.

· Control of trading.

· Review of Bachelors Lane as a trading area be carried out following implementation.
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd recommended that the Borough Council proceed with the  requirements for the introduction of the Casual Trading Bye Laws and that the Market Right be extended to Rope Walk to cover 3 local traders currently trading there as part of the  Saturday Market.

Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk advised that the introduction of the Casual Trading Bye Laws would be coming back to the Members for their formal approval following consultation.   
A vote was taken as follows:

In favour of commencement of the process for the introduction of the Casual Trading Bye Laws:

Councillors:  

M. O’Dowd, P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F. Maher, G. Nash,



=
8
Against the commencement of the process for the introduction of the Casual Trading Bye Laws:
Councillors:

F. Gallagher






=
1
Councillor I. Munster was absent from the Chamber at the time of the vote.
It was agreed that the commencement of the process for the introduction of the Casual Trading Bye Laws would be put in place.

122/09
To receive report on proposed Tree Preservation Order at Kenny’s Stream, Waterunder, Mell, Drogheda.

A presentation on the proposed Tree Preservation Order at Kenny’s Stream, Waterunder, Mell, Drogheda was given to the Members by Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town.   On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd it was agreed to defer the adoption of the Tree Preservation Order until the October Meeting.   It was outlined to the Members that the trees would be protected during this period as the process for the adoption of the Tree Preservation Order had commenced.
123/09

To receive report on proposals for permanent display of Sword and Mace.

A report on the proposals for the permanent display of the Sword and Mace was given by Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk and the following issues were raised by the Members:
· Public awareness and increased advertisement be put in place

· The Sword and Mace to be repaired before going on display

· The Members requested that the final proposals with regard to the proposed display at Highlanes be brought before them.
The Members then agreed to proceed with proposals to display the Sword and Mace at Highlanes Gallery on a temporary basis.
124/09

Proposed Lease of site at Toberboice Lane, Mell, Drogheda to the Irish Girl Guides (Drogheda Branch) Section 183 Notice circulated on 24/08/09)

On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed to proposed lease of site at Toberboice Lane, Mell, Drgheda to the Irish Girl Guides for a period of 20 years at a yearly charge of €1,000.00 plus costs and expenses.
125/09
Disposal of various properties (Section 183 Notice circulated on 24/08/09).
On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor I. Munster, the Members agreed to disposal of various properties as follows:
Address of Dwelling


Name of Purchaser 

    Purchase Price 
4 Potato Market Square

Rosemary Woods 

€10.16 & €114.28
44 Boyle O’Reilly Tce.

Maura McDonnell


“

30 Barrack Street


Mark Christie & Barbara






Carolan



“

219 Pearse Park


Mark & Valentine Haggins

“

97 Marian Park


Mary Grogan



“

46 Pearse Park



Elizabeth Hoey


“

2 Flanagan Terrace


Terence & Evelyn Reilly

“

6 Flanagan Terrace


Gerard Campbell & 






Audrey Sullivan


“

1 Upr. Patrick Street


James & Nancy Wogan

“

39 Ascal-a-hAon


Sean Daly



“

9 Congress Avenue


Angela Rooney


“

4 Flanagan Terrace 


Michael & Elizabeth Matthews
“

92 Pearse Park



Mary Elizabeth Meenaghan 






& Margaret Seldon


“

218 Ballsgrove


Val & Mary Shortt


“

246 Marian Park


John & Niamh Keenan

“

90 Pearse Park



Mona McEvoy


“

9 Sunday’s Gate 


Mary McLoughlin


“

(Scarlet Street)

46 Windmill Road


Mary Butler



“

10 Priest Lane



James Coyle



“

37 Ascal-a-Tri



Joan Hughes



“

46 Bothar Brugha 


Lyle Holland



“

126/09
Department approval for Housing Scheme at Mell, Drogheda.
An update was given by Ms. M.T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer on the approval by the Department of the Environment to proceed to tender with the construction of 50 units at Mell, Drogheda.   The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd raised the issue of the naming of the estate and it was recommended that the Borough Council contact the Parish with regards to selecting an appropriate name for the scheme.
127/09
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan (adjourned from July Meeting).

“That this Council would support the establishment of a job creation, job retention and business commission which would work towards the goal of promoting the town of Drogheda and support the task of assisting job retention and business support within the Borough Councils Functional Area.  Such a Commission would include Elected Members of Drogheda Borough Council, Drogheda Borough Council Staff and local organizations”
This Commission would attempt to establish avenues by which new business could be attracted to the town of Drogheda and to assist existing businesses and those employed locally within this Council’s Functional Area.

Reply: An Economic Development Strategy for Drogheda and it’s Environs 2009 – 2015 has recently been completed on behalf of Louth Local Authorities by Indecon International Economic Consultants.   Notwithstanding the extremely challenging economic times, the Report identifies the comparative strengths characterizing the economy of Drogheda and it’s Environs and highlights the economic development opportunities that may be successfully developed between now and 2015.

Drogheda Economic Forum has now been established to implement and manage the Strategy and compromises of representatives of Drogheda and District Chamber of Commerce, Indecon, Enterprise Ireland, Louth County Enterprise Board, DIFE, DKIT and Meath County Council in addition to Louth Local Authorities representatives.   The Forum, which is also represented on the newly established Louth Economic Forum, has met on three occasions since it’s formation and it is intended to make a presentation to the Members in the Autumn on progress made to date.   A copy of the Strategy will also be circulated to the Members.

Following a full discussion on the Motion, the Members agreed to invite representatives of Drogheda Economic Forum to make a presentation at the next meeting.
128/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster (adjourned from July Meeting).

“Calling on this Council to implement traffic calming measures at Upper Mell in the interest of road safety.   Since the opening of the M1 Retail Park this area has seen a huge increase 
in the volume of traffic with many motorists failing to abide by the 50km speed limit.   Will this Council consider providing a traffic calming island similar to the one positioned on the  North Road which has been very successful, also to install Speed Cameras and road 
markings in the interests of road safety”.

Reply: The Council will undertake a survey of traffic speeds and traffic volumes in the 
Upper Mell area. From this data it will be possible to determine whether or not traffic calming measures are necessary and if so the appropriate type of traffic calming measures  and associated road markings required.  Please note that there is no funding available in the  Roadwork’s Programme to undertake any works in this area at present.

Finally, the installation of speed cameras in the Upper Mell area is a matter for An Garda Siochana. 
The Motion was noted by the Members. 

129/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell (adjourned from July Meeting).

“That this Council set in motion the appropriate procedure for the extinguishment of (right of way) lane way at the rear of numbers 10 to 20 St Finian’s Park and that the strip of land be granted to the residents residing in numbers 10 to 20 St Finian’s Park as an extension to their gardens”

Reply: The Council will examine the feasibility of this proposal and bring a report before the Members in due course.
130/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton (adjourned from July Meeting).

“Can this Council assess the need for speed ramps or road safety measures in Shrewsbury Manor, Greenhills.  Residents are requesting this for safety for their children.   The green 
space where the children play is surrounded by roads in which speeding cars pose a threat”
Reply: The Council will undertake an investigation and assessment of the traffic 
management in the Shrewsbury Manor Estate, Greenhills and should there be a need for 
traffic calming, appropriate measures will be determined and recommendations brought 
forward for consideration by the Members.   Please note that there is no funding available in the Roadwork’s Programme to undertake any works in this area at present.

The Motion was deferred to the October Meeting as Councillor D. Wilton was absent.
131/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd

“This Council notes that the second referendum on the Lisbon Treaty is to be held on Friday, 2nd October, 2009 and calls on all eligible voters to come out and vote on that day”

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.

The Motion was noted by the Members.

132/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash

“Drogheda Borough Council calls on the government to support the Family Resource 
Centre Programme and, in particular, the Connect Family Resource Centre based in  Moneymore. We support the three campaign principles of the Family Resource Centre 
Forum, which are:
1. The Family Resource Centre delivers value-for-money support for families across the country. At times of financial hardship, the services provided by the Family Resource Centres will be needed more than ever. Rather than considering closing or reducing the programme, it should be developed and expanded. 

2. The Family Support Agency is the best vehicle to deliver the Family Resource Centre programme, and the Agency should be maintained. 

3. If any changes are to be made to the FRC programme or the Family Support Agency, the Family Resource Centre National Forum must be consulted on the way forward.

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
The Motion was noted by the Members.

133/09

Notice of Motion  – Councillor M. Coogan

“We are calling on Drogheda Borough Council to identify lands available for local football clubs as referred to by an article some weeks ago, by Town Clerk, Des Foley.   We would ask that it is outlined where these lands lie at present”
Reply: The Borough Council is currently undertaking an audit of sports clubs and facilities available in Drogheda and a report in the matter will be brought before the 
Members in due course.

The Motion was noted by the Members.   
134/09

Suspension of Standing Orders

The Members agreed at this stage to suspend Standing Orders to deal with the remaining items on the Agenda.
135/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher

“In recognition of an ongoing speeding problem on the Marsh Road approach to Drogheda that the Borough Council, in cooperation with Meath County Council if necessary, consider appropriate traffic calming measures” 
Reply: The traffic speed on the Marsh Road within the Borough area will be monitored for a period of time at a number of locations using our traffic speed monitoring equipment and if required appropriate measures to reduce speeds will 
be determined and the Members advised accordingly.

The Motion was noted by the Members.

136/09
Any Other Business

Tidy Towns Competition 2009

The County Manager announced that Drogheda Borough Council had retained Gold Medal Status in the Tidy Towns Competition 2009 and that Drogheda was one of 4 County Louth towns and villages to win Gold.   The Mayor and Members congratulated all concerned on this achievement.
On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, the Members agreed to invite representatives of Spirit of Ireland to make a presentation at the next meeting.

The Members agreed to defer a presentation by Drogheda Cultural Enterprises to the November Meeting.

The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd outlined that a request had been submitted to Bus Eireann requesting them to attend a meeting with the Council with regard to the bus proposals for the town.   It was proposed by Councillor I. Munster and seconded by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd that a further letter be sent to Bus Eireann requesting that they attend the October Meeting.

This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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