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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 5th October, 2009 at 7.00pm
In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd


Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, Co. Manager,






Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk,






Ms. M.T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services,






Mr. P. Judge, Senior Executive Engineer,






Mr. D. Hall, Acting Senior Executive Planner,






Mr. K. Matthews, Assistant Engineer, 
138/09
Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, the Minutes of Council Meetings held on Monday 7th September, 2009 at 7pm were adopted.   On the proposal of Councillor R. Culhane, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 16th September, 2009 at 7pm were adopted.

139/09
Matters arising from Minutes.

Minutes of Meeting of 16th September, 2009 – Councillor D. Wilton stated that his comments regarding the Tholsel referred to circumstances in which it became a commercial building.

Minute No: 120/09 – Mr. Des Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk gave an update on proposals for Chord Road and adjoining streets.   He outlined that funding was not available to do the works this year which would cost approximately €80,000.00.   He indicated that the Borough Council would revisit the funding issue at Budget time and when the Road Works Programme for 2010 is being finalized.   The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd requested that the Borough Council proceed with the disabled spaces in the meantime.  
Minute No. 114/09  – Councillor F. Gallagher stated that he requested that the amount of outstanding Development Levies i.e. €4m approx. be inserted into the Minutes of the Special Meeting held on 27th July, 2009.
Minutes of  Meeting of 16th September, 2009 – Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested that it be noted that he had submitted his apologies for non-attendance at that meeting.

140/09

Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Peg Faulkner, Glenview, 

The family of the late Mary Murphy, Pearse Park, 
The family of the late Mary Woods, Marian Park,
The family of the late Peter Moore, Ballsgrove,
The family of the late Michael Matthews, Flanagan’s Terrace, Drogheda (father of Sharon McQuillan and husband of Liz Matthews, employees of Drogheda Borough Council).

The family of the late Martin McDonagh (brother of Benny McDonagh, employee of Drogheda Borough Council),

The family of the late Brendan Collins (retired employee and father of Michael Collins, employee of Drogheda Borough Council),

The family of the late James Creavin, Beamore Road,

The family of the late Lily Griffin, Bothar Brugha, 

The family of the late Paddy Feran, Francis Street.
The family of the late Jim Meehan, Mellifont Park, Drogheda.
141/09
 Presentation on Spirit of Ireland.
A presentation was given by Mr. Alan Costello on the Spirit of Ireland Project.   The Members welcomed the presentation and queries raised were responded to by Mr. Costello.
142/09

 Presentation on Drogheda Economic Forum
A presentation was given by Ms. Patricia Rooney, Chairperson of the Drogheda Economic Forum.   She also extended an invitation to the Mayor to sit on the Forum.   The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd accepted the invitation.  The Members welcomed the report and thanked the Chairperson for the presentation. (copy attached to the Minutes).
143/09
To consider report on Part 8 – Drogheda Enterprise Centre, Newtown, Drogheda.
A report was given by Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk.   Mr. Foley outlined that the Borough Council are providing the lands for the Drogheda Enterprise Centre and that a Company would  be formed by the group and that Drogheda Borough Council would be represented on same.   The Part 8 was proposed by Councillor F. Gallagher, seconded by Councillor K. Callan and agreed by the Members.

144/09
To consider report on proposed Material Contravention of the Borough Development Plan in respect of proposed development at Greenhills.
Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk made a presentation to the Members on the proposed development.   Following a discussion by the Members on the matter and on the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, a vote was taken as follows:
In favour of the proposed Material Contravention of the Borough Development Plan: 




Councillors:
P. Bell, K. Callan, R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, 





F. Maher, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 






K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton


= 10
Abstained:
Councillor:
F. Gallagher




= 1
Councillor M. Coogan was absent from the Meeting.
Accordingly, the Members agreed to materially contravene the Borough Development Plan.
145/09
To consider an extension of the existing Drogheda Borough Council Development Contribution Scheme to 28th February, 2010.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Members agreed to extend the existing Drogheda Borough Council Development Contribution Scheme to 28th February, 2010.  It was noted that a Draft Development Contribution Scheme 2010-2015 would be brought before the Members in due course.
146/09
To consider nominations to the following Strategic Policy committees.
Nomination to the Housing, Community Planning and Social Policy SPC:

Councillor K. Callan was proposed by Councillor A. Donohoe and seconded by Councillor R. Culhane.

Councillor I. Munster was proposed by Councillor D. Wilton and seconded by Councillor F. Gallagher.

A vote was taken as follows:

For Councillor K. Callan:


Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, R. Culhane,





A. Donohoe, F. Maher, G. Nash, 




M. O’Dowd



= 7
For Councillor I. Munster:


Councillors:

F. Gallagher, I. Munster, D. Wilton
= 3
Abstained:
Councillor:

 K. O’Heiligh



= 1

Councillor M. Coogan was absent from the Meeting.

Councillor K. Callan was nominated to the Housing, Community Planning and Social Policy SPC.

Nomination to the Water, Environment and Emergency Services SPC:
Councillor R. Culhane was proposed by Councillor A. Donohoe and seconded by Councillor K. Callan.

Councillor F. Gallagher was proposed by Councillor D. Wilton and seconded by Councillor I. Munster.
A vote was taken as follows:

For Councillor R. Culhane:





Councillors:

P. Bell, K. Callan, R. Culhane, 







A. Donohoe, F. Maher, G. Nash, 







M. O’Dowd



= 7
For Councillor F. Gallagher:






Councillors:

F. Gallagher, I. Munster, D. Wilton
= 3
Abstained:

Councillor:

K. O’Heiligh



= 1

Councillor M. Coogan was absent from the Meeting.
Councillor R. Culhane was nominated to the Water, Environment and Emergency Services SPC.
147/09

Suspension of Standing Orders

It was proposed by Councillor A. Donohoe and seconded by Councillor F. Maher that an Emergency Notice of Motion would be taken at this point as follows:

“Drogheda Borough Council is requesting that the Minister of Transport, Mr. Noel Dempsey, T.D. to immediately introduce a moratorium on the issue of new taxi licenses as the continued issue of taxi licenses in Drogheda is the source of a number of intractable problems and in particular:

1. Making it impossible and creating a hopeless environment for existing full time taxi drivers to earn a decent and sustainable living.

2. Creating grave traffic management problems in the urban area of Drogheda.

The Motion was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor I. Munster and agreed by the Members.   
148/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton (adjourned from July Meeting).

“Can this Council assess the need for speed ramps or road safety measures in Shrewsbury Manor, Greenhills.  Residents are requesting this for safety for their children.   The green 
space where the children play is surrounded by roads in which speeding cars pose a threat”
Reply: The Council will undertake an investigation and assessment of the traffic 
management in the Shrewsbury Manor Estate, Greenhills and should there be a need for 
traffic calming, appropriate measures will be determined and recommendations brought 
forward for consideration by the Members.   Please note that there is no funding available in the Roadwork’s Programme to undertake any works in this area at present.

The Members supported the Motion and requested that a report with regard to speed ramps at Pearse Park and Shrewsbury Manor be prepared for the next Council Meeting.   
149/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash.

“That the Members of the Council condemn the escalation of anti-social and criminal activity which has been permitted to continue unabated as a direct result of this Council’s 
failure to extinguish the right of way between Brookville Park and Moneymore Estate, agreed after a lengthy consultative statutory process involving all relevant 
stakeholders.   Furthermore, this Council commits to taking whatever action is necessary to carry out its legal obligations to extinguish and physically close off this right of way without any further delay”.

Reply: Drogheda Borough Council never granted a public right of way at this location. The unauthorized right-of-way which currently exists between Moneymore and Brookville is used as a short-cut to school and shops.  The Council has tried unsuccessfully on three separate occasions to close this right-of-way by means of a wall.  The proposed construction of houses at this location will successfully close this unauthorized right-of-way, thereby extinguishing the existing anti-social behaviour in the vicinity, whilst providing new housing.  The construction of 25 houses at this location is currently with the DEHLG for funding approval.  Due to current funding restrictions the scheme has not commenced to date.  However, the proposed construction of the houses will be included in the Social Housing Investment Programme 2010 – 2012 which is currently being prepared for submission to the DEHLG.  

Councillor G. Nash proposed the Motion and requested that the issue of the anti-social behaviour between Brookville and Moneymore be included as an item on the Agenda for the next Joint Policing Committee.

The Motion was supported by the Members and it was agreed that  the cost of erecting a wall at the location should be investigated further. 

150/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan.

“That this Council take immediate action to occupy The Tholsel building and to have it open to the public.   That Drogheda Borough Council could meet for its monthly meeting in the building and that it could be the start of the Council’s efforts to breathe life back into The Tholsel and West Street.   That The Tholsel could be a venue for a Tourist Office and a Centre where Drogheda Borough Council could meet delegations, invite visitors and the people of the town for functions”

Reply: “The Council in partnership with the Heritage Council of Ireland had undertaken a feasibility study of the proposed refurbishment and future use of The Tholsel which is a listed building.  Having consulted with interested stakeholders, the feasibility report  concluded that the building be renovated to include a Tourism / Heritage Centre on the ground floor and some form of commercial space on the first floor.    The cost of the refurbishment works is estimated to be in the region of €750,000 and €1 million and the Borough Council is not in a position to fund these works at this time.
The Members supported the motion and also noted the comments of the County Manager regarding the issue of funding.
151/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.

“That this Council install speed ramps as a matter of urgency in the Tredagh View estate and that future plans to construct local authority and voluntary housing projects must include provision and costing for such safety measures”

Reply: The Council will undertake an investigation and assessment of the traffic management in the Tredagh View estate and should there be a need for traffic calming, appropriate measures will be determined and recommendations brought forward for consideration by the Members.

In the preparation of plans for future local authority and voluntary housing projects the issue of traffic management and traffic calming will be examined with a view to designing the road layout to reduce speeds and/or putting in place traffic calming measures such as raised tables at junctions and/or vehicular ramps.  

The Motion was deferred to the November meeting as Councillor P. Bell was absent from the meeting at this time.

152/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster.

“Calling on this Council to establish allotments/community garden as a method of encouraging civic participation in creating a healthy, clean, sustainable environment.   There are currently no allotment spaces available for members of the public to rent from the local authority”

This Council further notes the major benefits of allotments which:

1. Help to meet the needs of citizens and maintain a sense of community.

2. Provide educational benefits fro children and others to learn about vegetable growing.

On this basis, the Council is required to:

1. Seek and identify land where an allotment may be placed in Drogheda.

2. Ensure that rent/charges for use of an allotment space provided by the Council are not financially prohibitive for senior citizens and those on low income.

Reply: A meeting has taken place with Representatives of an interested group in establishing allotments.   It was agreed that sites would be identified by the group and submitted to Drogheda Borough Council so that ownership, suitability etc could be examined.  To date no suitable site has been identified.
The Motion was supported by the Members and it was agreed to investigate the proposal further.
153/09

Notice of Question – Councillor P. Bell.

“Can this Council confirm to the Elected Members and public what measures will be taken to ensure a safe Halloween night in the Town of Drogheda”

Reply: The Council is making arrangements to build on the successful measures introduced in 2008 and details of same will be circulated to the Members in the coming weeks. 
154/09
Any Other Business

The Mayor outlined that he had received a letter from Boyne Rugby Football Club with regard to an invitation to the Members to their Trophy Display evening in Shamrock Lodge, Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda on Sunday 11th October, 2009 at 8.30pm.
The Mayor also referred to correspondence received from the Alzheimer’s Association, Drogheda Branch requesting that they make a presentation to the Members at a future Council Meeting.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh congratulated Mr. Tommy Leddy and everyone involved on the recent opening of the TLT Theatre.   The Mayor and Members endorsed the vote of congratulations.

This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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