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Minutes of Special Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 2nd November, 2009 at 6.30 p.m.

In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd


 Councillors:  
M. Coogan, R. Culhane, 



A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster,



G. Nash.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, Co. Manager,






Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,






Mr. T. Savage, Senior Executive Planner





Ms. C. King, Acting Executive Planner 
155/09
Second Special Council  Meeting To consider the Manager’s Report prepared under Section 11 (4) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 in relation to Submissions Received.  
Mr T Savage, Senior Executive Planner provided an introduction to the meeting, he outlined the following:

· At the first Special Council Meeting held on Wednesday 16th September 2009, the following themes were discussed; 1) Settlement Strategy, 2) Economic Development, 3) Town Centre, Retailing and Urban Renewal, 4) Housing, 5) Community Facilities, 6) Tourism, Sports, Recreation and Arts, 7) Environment, Conservation and Heritage.

· At this Special Council Meeting the following themes would be  discussed 8) Transport and Infrastructure, 9) Communications and Energy and 10) Environmental Services.  
Mr. T. Savage read out the Summary of the Manager’s Report to the Members. The Members then proceeded to consider the submissions received under the following three themes; Transport and Infrastructure, Communications and Energy and Environmental Services.  

8) Transport and Infrastructure
Cllr K O’Heiligh queried if the proposals for a new bridge to the west of the town were linked to the M1 Interchange Strategy. 
Mr T. Savage explained that the M1 Interchange Strategy is concerned with economic development.
Cllr M. O’Dowd enquired if the new Plan is proposing a bridge to the west of the town.
Mr T. Savage replied that the Drogheda Borough Plan 2005-2011 has an objective to provide a bridge in this location, however this issue will be examined in detail as part of the Plan preparation process. 
9) Communications and Energy
Cllr K. O’Heiligh expressed concern that the Plan for the Northern Environs of Drogheda proposed a substation adjacent to a residential area. He stated that the impact of sub stations on residential amenity needs to be considered. Cllr O’Heiligh stated that the ESB may not be in the best position to provide advice on the location of sub stations as there would be a conflict of interest. Cllr O’Heiligh noted that the new Plan  would provide guidance on their location..  
10) Environmental Services.  
Cllr K. O’ Heiligh stated that if water charges are to be introduced, the Council needs to be pro-active in reducing water waste. Cllr O’Heiligh proceeded to read out the points made in his submission in relation to the introduction of a dual flushing system in properties owned by the Council.
Mr T. Savage explained that a holistic approach would be taken to the environment and the Plan would include detailed water conservation measures.  He also said that renewal energy was becoming a very important issue.

The Members then issued a direction to the Manager that a Draft Development Plan for Drogheda be  prepared. 
This concluded the Business of the Meeting.
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Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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