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Minutes of deferred Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday, 2nd March, 2009 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher.


Councillors: 
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 



A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, J. Mulroy,




T. Murphy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager





Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,




Mr. B. McSherry, Heritage Officer,
25/09
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 10th February, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.  
26/09

Matters arising from the Minutes.

Minute No. 23/09 – It was proposed by Councillor D. Wilton and seconded by Councillor M. Coogan that the Retail Strategy be re-displayed showing the amendment which was adopted by Louth County Council.   The County Manager outlined that the amendment which was approved by Louth County Council had no material effect on the document and did not relate to the towns of Drogheda and Dundalk.   A vote was taken on the following:

That the Retail Strategy be re-displayed showing the amendment made by Louth County Council.
In favour:

Councillors: 

D. Wilton, M. Coogan = 
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Against:

Councillors: 

P. Bell, T. Byrne, A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, 






F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 






K. O’Heiligh = 
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Councillor T. Murphy was not in attendance when the vote was taken.
Minute No. 21/09 – It was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor G. Nash and agreed that the request for funding by the Boyne Research Institute be supported by Drogheda Borough Council.  
Minute No. 20/09 – Condolences - Correction to the Minutes, the family of the late Mattie Donagh.

Minute No. 22/09 – The Members requested an update on the cause of the fire and alternative accommodation.   An update was given by Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk.

27/09

Congratulations 

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of congratulations to Keith Kelly, Drogheda and District Athletic Club on winning the National Cross Country Championship.

28/09
Condolences

The family of the late Mr. Billy Hanratty,
The family of the late Mr. Tony Sullivan,

The family of the late Mr. Barry Smith,
The family of the late Ms. Stella Reilly,
The family of the late Mr. Paddy McCabe,
The family of the late Mrs. Sheerin, St. Mary’s Villas,
The family of the late Mrs. Murphy, Marian Park,
The family of the late Mrs. Eileen Gregory, sister of Damien McConnon, Drogheda Borough Council Employee,
The family of the late Mr. Derek Mulready, Ballsgrove,
The family of the late Mrs. McDonnell, Bothar Brugha,

29/09
To receive Report on Draft Bio Diversity Plan
A presentation was given by Mr. Brendan McSherry, Heritage Officer on the Draft Bio Diversity Action Plan.   It was outlined that the Borough Council was seeking the approval of the Members approval for the Plan to go on public display.   Proposed by Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe and agreed.
30/09
To receive Report on Louth Local Authorities – Traveller Accommodation Programme.
A report on the Traveller Accommodation Programmed 2009 – 2013 was given by Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.   It was outlined that the proposed Accommodation Programme had been put on public display and 2 submissions had been received.   The Borough Council recommended the adoption of the Plan.   It was proposed by Councillor Paul Bell and seconded by Councillor G. Nash and agreed that the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 – 2013 be adopted.
31/09
To receive Report  on Draft Disability Implementation Plan 2008 - 2015
A presentation on the Draft Disabilty Implementation Plan was given by Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk.   The Town Clerk outlined that the Draft Disability Implementation Plan had gone on public display and submissions had been received.   The following points were raised by the Members:
· Implementation of the Barcelona Declaration.

· Accessibility to the proposed new Council Chamber.

· Wearing of blue paint in the disabled parking areas.
It was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor T. Byrne and agreed by the Members to adopt the report.

32/09
Nomination of Member to Jury on Conversation on Democracy

Councillor M. O’Dowd proposed Councillor F. Maher, Mayor of Drogheda to be nominated as a Member to the Jury on Conversation on Democracy.   This proposal was seconded by Councillor G. Nash and agreed by the Members.

33/09
To approve Draft Litter Management Plan 2009 – 2011

A report on the Litter Management Plan was given by Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk.   The Town Clerk outlined that the Litter Management Plan had been adopted in October 2007 by the Borough Council. However; the Plan was not published and circulated.   It was outlined that the Draft Litter Management Plan 2009 – 2011 is identical to the Draft that was adopted in October 2007 apart from 2 slight amendments.   Due to the delay in publishing the Plan it is now necessary to amend the timeframe of the Plan from that originally envisaged to 2009 to 2011 and the Borough Council requested the approval of the Members.   On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe, it was agreed that the Draft Litter Management Plan 2009 – 2011 be adopted.
34/09

To receive Report on Submissions received in relation to Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Lourdes Square.

A report on the matter was given by Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer and the following issues were raised by the Members:
· Archway subject to Anti-Social Behaviour 

· Cleanup of litter required within the area

· Upgrade of public lighting

· Residents use only

· No alcohol signs to be erected
· Type of proposed barrier

· Access for Emergency Services
· Public Meeting

Points raised were responded to by the Borough Engineer.   Drogheda Borough Council considered that given the level of objections by the Residents to the proposal, the public right of way through the arch should remain and that public lighting in the area should be upgraded.   This recommendation was proposed by Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and agreed.

35/09

To approve Section 85 Agreement between Louth County Council and Drogheda Borough Council – Operation and Maintenance of Water Services Network for 2009.

A report on the proposed Agreement was given by Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk.   The following points were raised by the Members:

· Installation of Meters 

· Clarification on what Rates are being received from the National Roads Authority for the toll on the M1.

The Section 85 Agreement was proposed by Councillor P. Bell and seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe.   The Borough Council undertook to revert at the next Council Meeting with regards to Commercial Rates on the Toll Bridge on the M1.
36/09

To note date for Infrastructure MPC Meeting

It was noted that the Infrastructure Municipal Policy Committee Meeting would take place on Tuesday 10th March, 2009 at 7pm.

37/09

To note date for Community and Environment MPC Meeting

It was noted that the Community and Environment Municipal Policy Committee Meeting would take place on Tuesday 10th March, 2009 at 8pm.

38/09

Disposal of plot of ground adjacent to 280 Rathmullen Park, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 19/01/09).
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe, the Members approved the disposal of plot of ground adjacent to 280 Rathmullen Park, Drogheda to Mr. Brian Reynolds for the sum of €21,000 plus costs and expenses.

39/09

Disposal of fee simple interest on premises at Windmill Road, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 19/01/09)

On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members approved the disposal of the fee simple interest on premises at Windmill Road, Drogheda to Mr. Francis Gogarty   for the sum of €30,000 plus costs and expenses.

40/09

Disposal of fee simple interest on premises at 4 Ship Street, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 05/02/09)
On the proposal of Councillor T. Byrne, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Members approved the disposal of the fee simple interest on premises at 4 Ship Street to Mr. John Smith, for the sum of €381.00 plus costs and expenses.

41/09

Taking in charge 

On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members agreed to set the procedures in motion for taking in charge of the following housing estates:

· Boyne Hall, Slane Road, Drogheda.

· Boyne Lodge, Slane Road, Drogheda.

· Oldbridge, Slane Road, Drogheda.

· Siena Convent Housing Development, Francis Street, Drogheda.

· Martello Village, Bryanstown Cross Route, Drogheda.

· Millhaven, Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda.

42/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan (adjourned from October, November and December and January and February meetings).

“Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to include funding in the 2009 Road Works Programme for the provision of speed ramps in both Beechwood Drive and Beechwood Avenue in an effort to curtail speeding through the estates in the interest of the safety of residents living there”.

Reply:  The provision of funding for speed ramps will be included for consideration in the Budget for 2009 and such measures may be undertaken subject to public consultation and Council approval.

The position was noted by the Members.

43/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash (adjourned from February meeting).

“That this Council notes the recent announcement of plans by a local group to erect a total of four statues in addition to the two which have been erected to date by the same organization in Drogheda Town Centre.   This Council also acknowledges the absence of clear procedures and protocols for the erection of commemorative monuments in the Borough and furthermore that this Council accepts and recognizes the need for the establishment of such procedures to govern the erection of such monuments in the interests of those we seek to recognize and celebrate and in the interests of proper public administration.   To this end, this Council agrees to convene a meeting of the Protocol Committee in order to put the necessary procedures in place for the erection of monuments commemorating and recognizing public figures”

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
The position was noted and the Members agreed that a meeting of the Protocol Committee would take place after the Local Elections.

44/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor T. Murphy (adjourned from February meeting).

“That this Council look at car parking in the Town Centre with a view to changing to a 2 hour parking area”
Reply: It is understood that the area being referred to is Fair Street.   The maximum period for pay parking on Fair Street will be reviewed and any proposals in this regard will be brought before the Members for consideration.

The position was noted by the Members.

45/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell (adjourned from February meeting).

“That this council instruct the proprietors of the vacant Thorsman Plant on Donore Estate to seal the premises off from trespassers and individuals frequenting the property for the purpose of committing acts of vandalism”

Reply: This matter will be investigated and the owners of the property advised of the action/works required to prevent trespass.
The position was noted by the Members.
46/09

Notice of Question – Councillor G. Nash

“Will this Council undertake a road safety audit at the Presentation National School, Ballymakenny Road and will this Council take measures to improve and enhance safety 
and parking provision at the School in the interests of pupils and staff”
Reply: In relation to traffic management and safety at the Presentation National School on the Ballymakenny Road, meetings have been held with the School’s Board of Management and the School Principal and on foot of issues raised and matters discussed, it has been determined that a bus set down area, road markings, signs and school ahead flashing warning lights need to be put in place.   It is intended to undertake these works as part of the Borough Council’s ongoing European Road Safety Charter commitment.
The position was noted by the Members.

47/09

Notice of Question – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Could this Council be given an update on the Lourdes Stadium by way of a presentation or

even a briefing on what is happening now and when it will be finished or opened.

Reply: The Borough Council will make a presentation to the Members shortly on the options available for the re-development of Lourdes Stadium as a recreational and 
community facility.   However, due to the current economic climate and in particular, the absence of funding, it is not possible to indicate a timeframe for the completion of the project.

The position was noted by the Members.

48/09

Correspondence

The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher referred to correspondence received from the Old Drogheda Society offering honorary membership of the Society to the Mayor upon his/her election and on being elected the new Mayor would fire one of the cannons in Millmount to mark the occasion.   The Members welcomed the offer from the Old Drogheda Society and agreed to accept same.
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher outlined that there was a proposed meeting with Mr. Barry Gilroy, National Director of Estates for the HSE on Monday, March 16th 2009 at 10.30am.  The Mayor recommended a delegation to meet the HSE to discuss the proposed site for the Regional Hospital.     It was agreed by the Members that Drogheda Borough Council would seek to have the meeting in public and that all Members would be invited to attend.
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher outlined that a Civic Reception would be held on 31st March, 2009 to mark the Silver Jubilee of the Most Reverend Michael Smith, Bishop of Meath.
This concluded the business of the Meeting.










_____________________









    
MAYOR 

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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