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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount,, Drogheda, on Monday 6th July, 2009 at 7. 00 p.m.

In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd


 Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, R. Culhane, A. Donohoe,



F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, G. Nash,



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, Co. Manager,






Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,






Mr. D. Hall, Acting Senior Executive Planner,
84/09
Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 5th May 2009, at 7.00pm were adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor K. Callan, the Minutes of Annual Meeting held on Monday, 15th June, 2009 at 6.30pm were adopted.

85/09
Matters arising from Minutes.

Item 59/09 - Councillor D. Wilton advised the meeting that he had raised a Notice of Motion regarding Lourdes Stadium.   It was agreed that a report on Lourdes Stadium would be brought before the Members at the September Meeting.
Item 82/09 - Councillor K. O’Heiligh advised the meeting that he had supported the Motion to defer the Material Contravention of the Development Plan.   The position was noted by the Members.

86/09
Condolences
The Mayor and Members sympathy with the following:
The family of the late Jonathan O’Dea, 
The family of the late Gavin Holt,

The family of the late Raymond McCusker,

Ms. Fiona McGuinness, Drogheda Independent on the death of her father.
87/09

Appointment of two Delegates to the Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland.

Councillor P. Bell was proposed by  Councillor G. Nash and seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe. 

Councillor K. Callan was proposed by Councillor R. Culhane and  seconded by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd.

Councillors P. Bell and K. Callan were declared to be nominated.
88/09
Appointment of one delegate to the Local Authority Members Association.

Councillor A. Donohoe was proposed by Councillor K. Callan and seconded by Councillor G. Nash and was declared to be nominated.

89/09
Appointment of one delegate to the Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. 

Councillor R. Culhane was proposed by  Councillor A. Donohoe and  seconded by Councillor P. Bell and was declared to be nominated.

90/09
Appointment of one Member to the Border Regional Authority E.U Operational Committee.

Councillor K. Callan was proposed by Councillor R. Culhane and seconded by Councillor P. Bell and was declared to be nominated.

91/09
Appointment of one representative to the Louth Leader Partnership

Councillor  R. Culhane was proposed by Councillor A. Donohoe and seconded by the Mayor,  Councillor  M. O’Dowd and was declared to be nominated.
92/09
Appointment of one representative to the Management Committee, Drogheda Community Services Centre.

Councillor F. Maher was proposed by Councillor G. Nash and  seconded by Councillor K. Callan and was declared to be nominated.

93/09

Appointment of one representative to the Board of Droichead Arts Centre.

Councillor G. Nash was proposed by Councillor P. Bell and seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe and was declared to be nominated.

94/09
Appointment of one representative to Drogheda Port Company.

Councillor F. Maher was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor P. Bell and was declared to be  nominated.
95/09
Appointment of two delegates to County Louth VEC

Councillor A. Donohoe was proposed by Councillor R. Culhane and seconded by Councillor G. Nash.
Councillor G. Nash was proposed by Councillor P. Bell and seconded by Councillor K. Callan.

 Councillors A. Donohoe and G. Nash were declared to be nominated.

96/09
Appointment of one representative to Louth Hospitality Ltd..

Councillor  K. O’Heiligh was proposed by Councillor K. Callan and seconded by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd and was declared to be nominated.

97/09
Appointment of one representative to Traveller Consultative Committee.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh was proposed by Councillor F. Maher and seconded by Councillor P. Bell.

Councillor F. Gallagher was proposed by Councillor D. Wilton and seconded by Councillor I. Munster.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh then withdrew his name and Councillor F. Gallagher was declared to be nominated.
98/09
Appointment of representatives to the Protocol Committee.

The following Members were declared to be nominated to the Protocol Committee, The Mayor Councillor M. O’Dowd (Ex-officio Member), Councillor K. O’Heiligh, Councillor F. Gallagher, Councilor K. Callan, Councillor F. Maher, Councillor D. Wilton and Councillor G. Nash.

99/09
To receive presentation by County Manager on proposed Structures for Strategic Policy Committees, Co. Development Board, Joint Policing Committees, Area Committees and Economic Fora.

Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager made a presentation to the Members on the County Development Board, proposed Strategic Policy Committees, Corporate Policy Group, Joint Policing Committees,  Area Committees and Economic Fora.

The following points were noted by the Members:

· Approval would be sought from the Department to have an Urban Representative on the County Development Board from both Drogheda and Dundalk.
· It is proposed to have 3 Area Committees for the County including Drogheda East and West and that a permanent Chair would be appointed to each Committee.

· It is proposed to have 4 Strategic Policy Committees.

· It is proposed to seek approval from the Department to establish 3 Joint Policing Committees including Drogheda which would consist of Drogheda Borough and Drogheda East and West Electoral Areas.   It is proposed that Drogheda Borough Council would appoint the Chair of this Joint Policing Committee.
The proposed new structures were noted and following a discussion, the Members also agreed to the proposed new structure for the Joint Policing Committee on the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher.

100/09

To receive update from County Manager on provision of new Office Accommodation.
Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager advised the Members that it is intended to seek Expressions of Interest by way of a Public Private Partnership arrangement for provision of new office accommodation for the Borough Council in Fair Street.   The Members noted that discussions had also taken place with DKIT who are seeking premises in Drogheda and they have agreed to join the Borough Council as Partners in seeking Expressions of Interest.   
The County Manager responded to queries raised by the Members and it was noted that an appropriate new Council Chamber would be included in the overall proposal.   It was also noted that Staff and Members would be consulted at all stages in the procurement process.

Finally the Members agreed to initiate the procurement process and to await a further report in the matter.

101/09
Disposal of Fee Simple Interest in premises at Old Abbey Lane, Drogheda ( Section 183 Notice circulated on 17th June, 2009).

It was proposed by Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher and agreed by the Members to dispose of fee simple interest in premises at Old Abbey Lane, Drogheda to Mr. Paul Kierans for the sum of €60,000.00 plus costs and expenses.
102/09
Disposal of Fee Simple Interest in premises at No. 1 Dalebrook and No. 2 Dalebrook, Drogheda  (Section 183 Notices circulated on 26th June, 2009).

It was proposed by Councillor R. Culhane, seconded by Councillor P. Bell and agreed by the Members to dispose of the fee simple interest in premises at No. 1 Dalebrook to Ms. Patricia Johnston  for the sum of  €684.47 plus costs and expenses and No. 2 Dalebrook to Ms. Julia Johnston  for the sum of €684.47 plus costs and expenses.
103/09
Declaration of Public Roads – Boyne Hall, Boyne Lodge, Oldbridge Estate, Martello Village and Millhaven.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor K. Callan and agreed by the Members to Take in Charge Boyne Hall, Boyne Lodge, Oldbridge Estate, Martello Village and Millhaven.

104/09
To receive report on review of Drogheda Borough Development Plan

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk referred to the report circulated with the Agenda advising the Members of the review of the Development Plan and the preparation of a new Development Plan for the Borough.   The Members noted the position and requested that they be consulted in relation to the Issues Paper.   

105/09
Suspension of Standing Orders

The Members agreed to a Suspension of Standing Orders on the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh to discuss the following Notice of Emergency Motion: 
“That this Council calls for an urgent meeting with Tim Hayes, CEO, Bus Eireann, to consult with him prior to any decision being made on our town Bus Service.   We further thank Mr. Ken MacPherson, Bus Eireann, Services Manager, North East for meeting with the different groups”
The Mayor Councillor M. O’Dowd and each of the Members contributed to a debate on the importance of retaining the town bus service as a vital public service and fully supported the Motion to seek a meeting with the CEO of Bus Eireann to discuss this matter further.

106/09
To receive report on parking proposals for West Street.

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk referred to a report circulated with the Agenda and set out details of the proposal to provided 22 additional parking spaces in West Street.
The Members discussed the proposal at length and the Town Clerk, Borough Engineer and County Manager responded to queries raised.

Finally, on the recommendation of the County Manager and on the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members agreed to proceed with the proposal.

107/09
To receive report on traffic management proposals for Chord Road and adjoining streets.

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk referred to a report circulated with the Agenda and set out details of the proposed traffic management and pay parking arrangements for the Chord Road and adjoining streets.   On the proposal of Councillor D. Wilton, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed to proceed to public consultation with the proposals.
108/09
Suspension of Standing Orders

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, the Members agreed to suspend Standing Orders to discuss the ceasing of door to door rent collections in the Borough.

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk set out details of the proposal and the arrangements which are being put in place.   The County Manager responded to concerns expressed by the Members regarding the proposals and set out the background to same.   

The position was noted by the Members.

109/09
Any Other Business

The County Manager advised the Members on a further reduction in the Local Government Fund of 3.22% and indicated that a report would be brought before the Members on the Council’s overall financial position as soon as possible.

The position was noted by the Members.

This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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