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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 5th January, 2009 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher.


Councillors: 
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 



A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, J. Mulroy,




T. Murphy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager





Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,




Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,

1/09
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor T. Byrne, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 1st December, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.  On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting held on Monday 8th December, 2008 were adopted
2/09
Matters arising from the Minutes.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes.
3/09
Condolences

The family of the late Ann McGahey
The family of the late Johnny Hughes

The family of the late Mattie Leslie

The family of the late Hugh Conlon

The family of the late John McConville

The family of the late Kevin Connor

The family of the late Tony Gregory T.D.

The family of the late Marie Kelly

The family of the late Mrs. Kelly, James Street,

The family of the late Cathal Barr

The family of the late Pat Tracey

The family of the late Reverend Father Kelly

4/09
To consider Report on Display of Sword and Mace
A presentation was given by Mr. Brendan McSherry, Heritage Officer on the public display of the Sword and Mace.  The following locations were suggested by the Members: 
· Drogheda Borough Council Municipal Buildings
· Highlanes Gallery  
· The Tholsel Building

· Millmount
The Members were in agreement to the permanent public display of the Sword and Mace subject to a further report being prepared on the costs involved and also security and access issues at each location to be examined.
5/09
To consider submissions received on Draft Taxi Bye-Laws
A report on the Draft Taxi Bye-Laws was given by Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk and the following points were raised by the Members:
· The loss of existing parking spaces within the town

· North Quay loading bay

· Provision of taxi spaces at Scotch Hall

· Provision of spaces at pedestrian bridge at Scotch Hall

· Break down of taxi numbers within the Drogheda area

· Submission by Taxi Drivers Association

· Demand for Taxi Ranks

· Consultation with Taxi Drivers Association

· Retention of the wheelchair parking space at North Quay

· North Quay loading bay

The Town Clerk and Mr. Dermot Agnew, Borough Engineer addressed the issues raised by the Members.   The adoption of the Draft Taxi Bye-Laws was proposed by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and seconded by Councillor P. Bell.   A vote was taken as follows:

For


Councillors:
P. Bell, T. Byrne, A. Donohoe, F. Maher,
 






J. Mulroy, K. O’Heiligh and D. Wilton
= 
7
Against

Councillors:
M. Godfrey, M. O’Dowd


=
2
Absent

Councillors:
M. Coogan, T. Murphy


=
2
The Draft Taxi Bye-Laws were adopted.
6/09
Lease of premises at Droichead Arts Centre (Revised Section 183 Notice circulated on 18th December, 2008)
On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Members agreed to lease the premises known as Droichead Arts Centre, Stockwell Street, Drogheda to Droichead Arts Centre Limited for the sum of €2,000.00 per annum as outlined.
7/09
Lease of premises at Drogheda Boxing Club (Revised Section 183 Notice circulated on 18th December, 2008)
On the proposal of Councillor T. Byrne, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Members agreed to  lease the premises known as Drogheda Boxing Club to the Trustees of Drogheda Boxing Club for the sum of €100.00 per annum as outlined.
8/09
Disposal of premises at 37 George’s Street, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 4th December, 2008)
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members agreed to the disposal of fee simple interest in premises known as 37 Georges Street, Drogheda to David and Valerie Leech  for the sum of €1,000.00 plus costs and expenses as outlined.
9/09
To fix date for Joint Policing Committee Meeting
Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk outlined that the Joint Policing Committee Meeting would take place on Monday 26th January, 2009, subject to the availability of Mr. Dermot Ahern, T.D. Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform.
10/09
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton (adjourned from September, October, November and December meetings).

“Can this council be given assurances that the funding that was set aside for a skatepark in Drogheda in 2008 Budget be set aside for 2009 for a skatepark in Drogheda and that a site in the Mell area beside the football pitch and beside the site where the new units where the river rescue and sub aqua and canoe club are to be placed.   As this site is in the ownership of DBC, it should be inspected as a possible site for a skatepark.

Reply:  The financial provision for a skatepark was provided in the Drogheda Borough Council 3 Year Capital Programme 2008 – 2010.   As outlined in the programme it was anticipated that expenditure of €150,000 would be incurred in 2009.   The Council will continue to make provision for the skatepark in the Capital Programme 2009 – 2011.   The members of the Community and Environment Municipal Policy Committee at its meeting on 27th May, 2008 requested that the Borough Council identify alternative sites, examine the feasibility of a skatepark at those sites and a report be brought back to the members at the next Municipal Policy Committee meeting. 

The Motion was proposed by Councillor D. Wilton, seconded by Councillor T. Byrne and noted. However, the County Manager outlined that the funding issue of the Skatepark would have to be addressed when the Capital Programme is being reviewed for 2009 – 2011.   
11/09
Notice of Motion – Councillor T. Byrne (adjourned from October, November and December meetings).

“That Drogheda Borough Council write to the Minister for the Environment requesting him to change legislation to ensure that all waste collection licences are issued only if the waste collector themselves operates a significant percentage reduction in the form of an attractive waiver scheme for all pensioners and those on social welfare and that this would also apply to current licences”.

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members. However, a Local Authority is not entitled to waive a charge being levied directly by a third party on its customers.   It is only entitled to waive a charge for a service provided either directly by itself or on its behalf.   This has been established in law following a High Court Judgement in 2005 (Mr. Binman vs Limerick City Council).

The Motion was proposed by Councillor T. Byrne, seconded by Councillor F. Godfrey and noted by the Members.

12/09
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan (adjourned from October, November and December meetings).

“Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to include funding in the 2009 Road Works Programme for the provision of speed ramps in both Beechwood Drive and Beechwood Avenue in an effort to curtail speeding through the estates in the interest of the safety of residents living there”.

Reply:  The provision of funding for speed ramps will be included for consideration in the Budget for 2009 and such measures may be undertaken subject to public consultation and Council approval.

The Motion was deferred to the next Council Meeting due to the absence of Councillor M. Coogan.
13/09
Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell (adjourned from October, November and December meetings).

“That this Council support tenants residing in voluntary housing schemes who wish to purchase their existing homes under similar terms as that applied by local authorities. Also,  that this Council call on all political parties and independents at national level to pass such an entitlement through the adoption of the proposed new Housing Bill, which proposes to permit tenants in such schemes to purchase their homes”.
Reply:  The proposed new Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008 provides for a new Incremental Purchase Scheme that will enable existing social housing tenants to become owners of houses built by housing authorities and approved bodies.  This would include approved Voluntary and Co-Operative bodies under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992.

The Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash and supported by  the Members.
14/09

Notice of Motion  - Councillor M. O’Dowd (adjourned from November and December meetings).

“That the Borough Council conducts a review of the Parking Bye Laws and also considers the initial impact on the various estates and streets of the recent introduction of pay parking.”
Reply:  Drogheda Borough Council considers that a review of the most recent pay parking scheme is undertaken after an appropriate period has elapsed since it's introduction and in order that parking patterns as may develop are evident at such time.
The Motion was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor G. Nash.   The Members agreed that a meeting to review Pay Parking and long term parking within the town be held prior to the February Council Meeting.   

15/09
Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash

“That this Council notes the increasing problems relating to speeding at Crushrod Avenue and the consequent dangers to public safety in the area and that this Council commits to introducing appropriate traffic-calming measures to address the issue”.

Reply: The issue of traffic speeding at Crushrod Avenue will be investigated and if required, appropriate measures will be determined and  a recommendation to introduce such measures will be brought before the Members, subject to funding being available.
16/09
Correspondence
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher outlined that Boyne Research Institute would be giving a presentation to the Members at the February Meeting.
This concluded the business of the Meeting.
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MAYOR 

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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