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Minutes of deferred Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Tuesday, 10th February, 2009 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher.


Councillors: 
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 



A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, J. Mulroy,




T. Murphy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager





Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk,





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,




Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,





Mr. Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner,





Mr. Brendan McSherry, Heritage Officer.

17/09
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher opened the meeting by thanking the Old Drogheda Society for the temporary use of the Governor’s House for the monthly Council Meeting following the recent fire in the Borough Council Offices and Council Chamber.

The Mayor advised the meeting of the presentation of a scroll in commemoration of the citizens of Drogheda who were transported from Ireland to Barbados following the Cromwellian Invasion.   Mr. Brendan Matthews, Local Historian, gave a background report on the history of this event. 

18/09
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 5th January, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.  
19/09

Matters arising from the Minutes.

Minute No. 11/09 - The Members requested that a letter be sent to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
20/09
Condolences

The family of the late Ms. Ann Farrell,
The family of the late Mr. Paddy McDonell,

The family of the late Mr. Wayne Churchill,

The family of the late Mrs. Keegan, Hardmans Gardens,
The family of the late Mrs. Newman, late of Church Street & Brookville,
The family of the late Mr. Jimmy Kevitt,

The family of the late Mrs. Maher, Mt. St. Oliver,
The family of the late Ms. Lucy McGuinness,

The family of the late Mr. Mattie Dunne,
The family of the late Mr. John Connell,

The family of the late Mrs. O’ Donoghue, Brookville,
The family of the late Mr. Martin Matthews

The family of the late Mrs. Jordan,

The family of the late Mr. Michael Boyle, former Superintendent,

The family of the late Sr. Mother Magdalene, MMM,

The family of the late Sr. Lucy Staines, MMM,
The family of the late Mr. Fintan Faulkner, former employee of Drogheda Borough Council,

The family of the late Mr. John Tiernan, former employee of Drogheda Borough Council,

21/09
Presentation by Boyne Research Institute
A presentation was given by Dr. Julianne Byrne on the Boyne Research Institute (copy of presentation attached to the Minutes).
22/09
To receive update on Fire Damage to Drogheda Borough Council Offices and Council Chamber.
A report on the damage to Drogheda Borough Council offices was given by Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk.   Mr. C. Murray, County Manager thanked the Mayor and Members of Drogheda Borough Council and the staff for their assistance and support following the incident.  
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher paid tribute to the Fire Service, An Garda Siochana, Council Staff, fellow Councillors and gave thanks for the many offers of accommodation to facilitate the staff and the holding of Council Meetings.   The following points were raised by the Members:

· Cause of the fire,

· Funding available for alternative accommodation,

· Proposal for Community Services building,

· Smoke damage to Drogheda Borough Council files.

Issues raised by the Members were addressed by Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk.
23/09
To receive Report  on Draft Louth Retail Strategy
A presentation on the Draft Louth Retail Strategy was given by Mr. Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner, Louth County Council (copy of presentation attached to the Minutes).   Mr. Duffy outlined that the Draft Strategy had been on public display and 16 submissions had been made.   The following issues were raised by the Members:

· Promotion of Town Centre
· Provide Tourist Office on West Street,

· Decentralisation proposals,

· Cross-border shopping,

· Further consultation required due to changes in the economy,

· Reduce rates within the town,

· Consultation with Meath County Council re integrated strategy,

Queries raised were responded to by the County Manager and Mr. Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner.

The Members then requested a revised wording to the Retail Strategy which would reflect the current economic situation and the practice of cross-border shopping.
Finally, the Draft Strategy was proposed by Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor Paul Bell and adopted by the Members.

24/09

Any Other Business

The Mayor referred to the Halpin/Moran Commemoration which would take place on Sunday 22nd February, 2009 at 11.15 am.

The Mayor also referred to a proposed Civic Reception in late March for Bishop Michael Smith of Meath to celebrate his 25th Anniversary as Bishop.   The position was noted by the Members.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.










_____________________









    
MAYOR 

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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