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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 7th December, 2009 at 7.00pm
In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd


Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, Co. Manager,






Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,






Ms. M.T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,





Ms. E. O’Callaghan, Senior Executive Planner,






Mr. D. Hall, Executive Planner,

174/09
Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 2nd November, 2009 at 6.30pm were adopted.   On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 2nd November, 2009 were adopted.  
175/09
Matters arising from Minutes.

Minute No. 165/09 – Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager confirmed that he had met with the relevant personnel in FAS and outlined that the service will continue to be provided, but not with the same personnel.   
Councillor K. Callan outlined that he had been present at the Special Meeting held on 2nd November, 2009 Councillor K. O’Heiligh indicated that he had been absent from this meeting.

176/09

To receive presentation from the Alzheimers Association Drogheda Branch.

A presentation was given by Mr. Patsy Rice, Chairperson and Mr. Trevor McCay Morrissey, Regional Manager of the Alzheimers Society of Ireland.   The Members noted and welcomed the presentation.

177/09

 To consider Draft Development Contribution Scheme.

A presentation on the proposed Draft Development Contribution Scheme was given by Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk and Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager.  It was outlined by Mr. Foley that the document is currently in draft format and will go on public display for a period of 6 weeks and then come back before the Members for their approval.   Mr. Foley outlined that approval was now sought from the Members to proceed to put the draft out to public consultation.

The following issues were raised by the Members:

· The Members would encourage Business Owners and Developers to make submissions on the Draft Development Contribution Scheme.

· Contributions from smaller business are currently high and the Members encouraged the Borough Council to re-examine the proposed contributions.

· The Members welcomed the exemption of community and voluntary groups.

· That the Council should avail of it’s powers under the Derelict Sites Act with regard to properties which are currently on the Derelict Sites Register.

· The Borough Council should proceed with enforcement action with regard to current outstanding levies.

· Reduction of levies for affordable housing was welcomed.

Issues raised by the Members were addressed by Mr. Des Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk.

It was then proposed by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor G. Nash and agreed that the Draft Development Contribution Scheme would go out for public consultation.

178/09
To receive update on Casual Trading Bye-Laws.

An update on the Casual Trading Bye-Laws was given by Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.   Ms. Daly outlined that the Draft Casual Trading Bye-Laws had been brought before the Members at the September Meeting with the proposal to exclude Bolton Square and Bolton Street from the Casual Trading Bye-Laws and designating Bachelors Lane as the Casual Trading Area.  The Casual Trading Bye-Laws were then advertised and went on display on 15th September, 2009.   The period for submissions ended on 3rd November, 2009.   
Ms. Daly outlined that during the consultation process, the Borough Council had been approached by the Traders from the Saturday Market seeking to include Fair Street in that area that would not fall under the remit of the Casual Trading Bye-Laws.   Drogheda Borough Council subsequently sought and received legal advice on all proposed changes and on submissions made.   On foot of the legal opinion received in this regard, it is considered that there are a number of issues with the Bye-Laws as they currently stand and therefore it is not possible to present the Bye-Laws to the Council Meeting.   Drogheda Borough Council will consider the legal opinion received and make a determination on how to proceed.   
In the meantime, Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer outlined that the Borough Council would be availing of their authority under the Roads Act, 1993 with regard to pursuing illegal trading within the Borough and outlined that the Borough Council have set up a Working Group with An Garda Siochana with regards to addressing the current illegal trading.   It was outlined that the Borough Council would be bringing a report to the next Joint Policing Committee meeting in 2010.
179/09

Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Mr. Jim Griffin, Riverview, Mell (brother of Joe Griffin, employee of Drogheda Borough Council.
180/09

To receive report on proposed Allotments.
A presentation with regard to the proposed allotments location was given by Mr. Dermot Agnew, Borough Engineer.
The following issues were raised by the Members:

· That the site could be identified for a multi-purpose use including playing pitches.
· Identify the number of allotments sites that the proposed location would provide.

· Management and operation of the allotments site.

It was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor G. Nash that a report be brought back to the Members to address the issues raised on the basis that the allotments will go ahead in principle and the Borough Council have identified a location that is acceptable to the Council.

181/09
 To approve allocation of Sports Grants 2009.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Members agreed to the allocation of Sports Grants 2009 as set out.
182/09

To consider Draft Polling Scheme 2009.

The Members noted the Draft Polling Scheme 2009 and that the closing date for receipt of submissions is 6th January, 2010.
183/09
To consider application by Drogheda for membership of the European Association of Historic Town and Regions.
On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor F. Gallagher, the Members approved the making of an application for membership.
184/09
To note date for Annual Budget Meeting on Wednesday 16th December, 2009 at 7.00pm in Millmount.

The Members noted the date for the Annual Budget Meeting to be held on Wednesday 16th December, 2009 at 7pm in Millmount.

185/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.

“That this Council construct a footpath on Simcox Lane for the purpose of allowing residents to walk safely from Trinity Gardens to Trinity Street”.

Reply: The residential properties on Simcock’s Lane do not have a footpath outside their front doors and the road carriageway extends up to their front doors which is an unsatisfactory situation from a pedestrian safety point of view.   It is recommended that the provision of a footpath along the front of the residential properties from the top of Simcock’s Lane to Trinity Street be included for consideration in the Draft Roadworks Programme 2010.

The Motion was noted by the Members.

186/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan.

“We would ask the Council to ensure that the Traffic Wardens strictly enforce the parking laws, especially in regard to double yellow lines, especially outside the town centre and restricted parking and restricted parking areas in all areas of the town”.

Reply: The Traffic Wardens operate primarily within the greater town centre for the 
purpose of maintaining traffic management and regulation and carry out their duties in a 
meticulous manner. The patrolling of areas on the outskirts of the town can only be undertaken on a sporadic basis given the magnitude of the work load within the greater town centre. On many occasions, the Members have been advised that this Council does not have the resources to police, on a continuous basis, those double yellow lines 
located on the outskirts of the town.  

It was noted by the Members that the patrolling of the areas on the outskirts of the town was very much dependent on current resources and would require the relocation of other resources in order to provide an increased level of enforcement.    It was agreed that the issue of the patrolling of the outskirts would require liaison between the Garda Siochana and the Traffic Wardens and the matter would go before the next Joint Policing Committee Meeting for further consideration.

187/09

Suspension of Standing Orders.
The Mayor and the Members at this point in the meeting agreed to suspend Standing Orders to extend their thanks and good wishes to Mr. Dermot Agnew, Borough Engineer on his retirement and also to Mr. Des Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk on his transfer as Director of Services to Louth County Council.

188/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Will the Council Members agree to no increase in the commercial rates in the coming Budget.   This will ease the growing concerns of further losses from retail and industrial jobs in the Drogheda area”.

Reply: This matter will be considered further at the Annual Budget Meeting to be held on 16th inst.

The Motion was supported by the Members.

189/09

Further Suspension of Standing Orders.

At this point it was proposed by Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton that Standing Orders be suspended further to deal with the remainder of the items on the Agenda.
190/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan.

“Drogheda Borough Council notes the severe lack of places for those wishing to attend post

leaving certificate courses at Drogheda Institute of Further Education and throughout the 
North East Region. 
 
The Council notes that Drogheda currently has over 8,000 people on the live register and 
that our Institute of Further Education, due to lack of facilities and funding from Central Government were only in a position to provide 900 places when 3000 residents of town and immediate area had applied for the courses. 
 
Drogheda Borough Council calls on Central Government to immediately revisit their decision to cap the number of PLC places, to provide our Institute of Further Education with 
the resources necessary to provide more PLC places". 
Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
It was agreed by the Members that Drogheda Borough Council write to Central Government requesting that they immediately revisit the decision to cap the number of PLC places and to provide the Drogheda Institute of Further Education with the resources necessary to provide more PLC places.
191/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster.

Calling on this Council to reject plans by this FF/Green government to cut the Christmas 
Bonus payment to all peoples in receipt of ‘Social Welfare Payment’. We would ask that it be noted:

(1) In 2008 the payment was made to around 1.3 million people; 940,000 recipients and an estimated 400.000 dependants

(2) Despite the severe economic difficulties faced during the 1980’s the revenue was always found to cover the payment.

      
We would ask the Council to recognise that the removal of the payment will:

(1) Cause great hardship and force families dependant on social welfare who rely on this payment to cover the costs associated with Christmas into the hands of ruthless moneylenders.

(2) Result in elderly people who use this additional payment to help cover the costs of fuel over the winter going without sufficient heating this year.
(3) Depress local economies and put businesses and retailers who rely on the Christmas trade under further pressure by taking money out of local towns.

We would ask that this Council calls on the Minister for Finance Brian Lenihan TD and the Minister for Social and Family Affairs Mary Hanafin to restore the Christmas social welfare payment.
Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
It was agreed by the Members that the Borough Council forward a letter to the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Social and Family Affairs to restore the Christmas Social Welfare Payment.

It was further agreed by the Members that the Notice of Motion would be forwarded to other Local Authorities.

192/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Gallagher.

The elected members of Drogheda Borough Council view with dismay the continuing use of "out of State" contractors at a time of mass local unemployment to undertake local public works, on behalf of the Council, within the Borough.

Reply: The Borough Council uses Contractors to undertake works that are of a complex 
nature and of a scale that the outdoor staff would be unable to undertake. Outdoor staff have a full and substantial work schedule in relation to repair and maintenance programmes. The procurement of Contractors by this Council has to be is in accordance with E.U. 
Procurement Regulations and as such is open to all competent and qualified Contractors within the European Union. Contracts are awarded on the basis of the most 
economical advantageous tender received. 

The Motion was noted by the Members.

193/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.

That Drogheda Borough Council undertake a major clean up of The Dale area, and also prepare a plan for the future management of The Dale which is one of the most historic parts of the Borough.

Reply: It is recognized that the Dale area is an important and historic part of the Borough and that it has great potential to be upgraded to a higher standard than that which currently exists. The upgrading and management of the Dale would have to be undertaken in accordance with an appropriate development and aftercare plan.  The development of such a project will be dependent upon funding being made available. 
However, in the current financial circumstances it is unlikely that this project will be a priority in the immediate future.

The Motion was noted by the Members.

194/09
Any Other Business

It was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor Michael O’Dowd, and agreed in principle by the Members that the proposed Section 183 disposal to the Girl Guides would be for a period of 99 years and not 25 years. 

The Mayor outlined that the January Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council would take place on Monday 11th January, 2010.

This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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