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Minutes of deferred Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday, 6th April, 2009 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher.


Councillors: 
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 



A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, J. Mulroy,




T. Murphy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager





Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,




Ms. R. McAuley, Financial Accountant,




Ms. M. Whearty, Administrative Officer.

49/09
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 2nd March, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.  
50/09

Matters arising from the Minutes.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes.
51/09
Condolences
The Mayor and Members of Drogheda Borough Council extended their expressions of sympathy to the McDonagh family, Moneymore following the recent tragic fire.
The family of the late Mrs. Seery,
The family of the late Mr. Eddie Maher,
The family of the late Mr. Joe Byrne,
The family of the late Mr. Liam Ryan,
The family of the late Councillor Mary Grehan.

52/09
Leasing of premises at Yellowbatter, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 5th March, 2009).
On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the Members approved the leasing of premises at Yellowbatter Drogheda to the Lourdes Community and Recreational Centre Limited.
53/09
Disposal of plot of ground at Trinity Street, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 27th February, 2009).
The Members requested a map to outline the area  which had already been disposed of under the previous Section 183 Notice and the area proposed to be disposed of under this Section 183 Notice.
54/09
To consider Elections Poster Pilot Scheme
A report on the Election Poster Pilot Scheme was given by Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk.   The following issues were raised by the Members.
· The requirement for the policing of posters and the restriction on the number of posters.

· Candidates are responsible for the erection and removal of posters.

· Code of Practice for posters in housing estates should be in place.

· Enforcement of the Litter Act.

· Positioning of posters at traffic lights.

Issues raised by the Members were addressed by Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk.

55/09
To consider Draft Roadworks Programme 2009.
At the outset the County Manager outlined that the proposed Roadworks Programme which was presented to the Members was dependent on the outcome of the Supplementary Budget on Tuesday 7th April, 2009. The implementation of the Programme was also very much dependent on income, however it was the aim of the Borough Council to maintain core services and maintain staffing resources.   The County Manager also outlined that all new road contracts would now have to be approved by the Department of Finance.
A report on the proposed Roadworks Programme was then given by Mr. Dermot Agnew, Borough Engineer.   The following points were raised by the Members:

· Provision for Chord Road,
· Chord Road/Greenhills/Glenview consultation process,
· Staff resources,
· Traffic Calming,
· Safety at Schools, 

· Bothar Brugha, 

· Beechgrove roundabout,
· Savings on public lighting,
· Mell Road,

· Scarlet Street,

· Lights at Stameen on Dublin Road,

· Road surfacing at St. Finian’s Park.

The issues raised by the Members were addressed by the Borough Engineer.   The Draft Roadswork Programme was then proposed by Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash and adopted by the Members.

56/09
To consider Draft Capital Programme 2009 - 2011
At the outset Councillor Ken O’Heiligh announced that he had an interest in the Programme put forward and would take no part in the consideration of same.  He then withdrew from the meeting while the matter was being discussed.   
The County Manager outlined that the Programme was very much dependent on the Supplementary Budget on the 7th April, 2009.   A report on the 3 year Capital Programme was given by Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, Dermot Agnew, Borough Engineer and Des Foley, Town Clerk.   The following issues were raised by the Members:
· Moneymore Housing Scheme

· Mell Housing Scheme

· Number of single persons on the Housing List

· Total housing stock

· Tenant Purchase Scheme

· Scarlet Crescent

· Installation of Fire Blankets and Smoke Alarms in local authority houses.

· Voluntary Housing/Borrowing

· Roads in private housing estates

· Forest Edge, Stameen

It was proposed by Councillor D. Wilton and seconded by Matthew Coogan that €150,000 be put back into the Programme for the provision of a  Skatepark.  The discussion on the proposal was taken in conjunction with Item 12 on the Agenda.  It was outlined to the Members that in order for €150,000 to be provided in the Programme for the provision of the Skatepark, €150,000 would have to be found somewhere else within the Capital Programme.   It was then proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor G. Nash that the issue of the Skatepark be revisited in the 2010 Capital Programme.   A vote was taken as follows:

For:

Councillors: 
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 




A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, F. Maher




J. Mulroy,T. Murphy, G. Nash, 




M. O’Dowd, D. Wilton.
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Against:


None





Nil
Councillor K. O’Heiligh was absent from the room when the vote was taken.

The Draft Capital Programme was then proposed by Councillor T. Murphy and seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey and adopted by the Members.
57/09

Suspension of Standing Orders

It was proposed by Councillor M. Coogan and seconded by Councillor P. Bell to suspend Standing Orders for an extension of time for 15 minutes to discuss an Emergency Notice of Motion.  
The Emergency Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Coogan and seconded by Councillor T. Byrne as follows:
“Following on from my Question No. 18 on the Agenda dated 6th April, 2009 I feel I have no alternative but to bring the following question as a Motion to the Chamber for a complete answer.   The above is a serious matter as it affects the livelihood of our Drogheda Borough Council staff and the image of our town”

The response to the Notice of Motion was noted by the Members.

A second Emergency Notice of Motion was then proposed by Councillor M. Godfrey and seconded by Councillor T. Byrne as follows:
“That this Council make available the lands at Toberboice Lane, Mell, Drogheda for the Girl Guides on terms agreed by both parties to allow them to establish a premises on site to accommodate their needs”

The Members supported the Notice of Motion.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.










_____________________









    
MAYOR 

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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