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Minutes of Annual Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 15th June 2009 at 6.30 p.m.

In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
Councillor Frank Maher,



 Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane, 



A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, I. Munster, 
G. Nash,  M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

OFFICIALS:



Mr. Conn Murray, County  Manager,






Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,






Mr. D. Hall, Acting Senior Executive Planner,
79/09
Return of Persons Elected.

The return of Persons Elected was declared by the Town Clerk (copy attached to the Minutes).

Councillor Maher, welcomed the Members to the new Council and thanked the Borough Council Officials, the Elected Members, his family and the general public for their assistance during his term of office as Mayor.

80/09
Election of Mayor.
Proposed by Councillor A. Donohoe,

Seconded by Councillor K. Callan,

That Councillor M. O’Dowd be elected Mayor.

Proposed by Councillor M. Coogan,

Seconded by Councillor I. Munster,

That Councillor D. Wilton be elected Mayor.

A roll call was taken as follows:

Councillor M. O’Dowd:

Councillor P. Bell, Councillor K. Callan,






Councillor R. Culhane, Councillor A. Donohoe,






Councillor F. Maher, Councillor G. Nash, 







Councillor M. O’Dowd.



= 7
Councillor D. Wilton:

Councillor M. Coogan, Councillor F. Gallagher







Councillor I. Munster, Councillor D. Wilton

= 4
Abstained:



Councillor K. O’Heiligh,



= 1
Councillor M. O’Dowd was declared  elected.

Councillor M. O’Dowd thanked the Council for his election to the position of  Mayor of Drogheda.   The new Mayor then paid tribute to the outgoing Mayor, Councillor F. Maher.

81/09
Election of Deputy Mayor.

Proposed by Councillor A. Donohoe,

Seconded by Councillor R. Culhane,
That Councillor K. Callan  be elected Deputy Mayor.

Proposed by Councillor D. Wilton,

Seconded by Councillor I. Munster,
That Councillor M. Coogan be elected Deputy Mayor.

The matter was then put to a roll call which resulted as follows:

Councillor K. Callan:

Councillor P. Bell, Councillor K. Callan,







Councillor R. Culhane, Councillor A. Donohoe,







Councillor F. Maher, Councillor G. Nash, 







Councillor M. O’Dowd.



= 7

Councillor M. Coogan:

Councillor M. Coogan, Councillor F. Gallagher







Councillor I. Munster, Councillor D. Wilton

= 4
Abstained:



Councillor K. O’Heiligh,



= 1
Councillor K. Callan was declared elected.

Councillor K. Callan thanked the Members for his election.

The Members then congratulated the Mayor and Deputy Mayor on their election and paid tribute to the out going Mayor, Councillor F. Maher.   The County Manager and Town Clerk associated themselves with the tributes.

82/09
Any Other Business.

Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer outlined that the Standing Orders had been circulated to the  Members and that Council Meetings would be held on the first Monday of  every month at 7.00pm excluding the month of August and Bank Holiday Mondays when alternative arrangements would be made.

A booklet for the information of Members titled ‘Local Government and the Elected Member’ was circulated.   
Ms. Mary.T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer outlined to the Members the requirement to complete a statement of election expenditure together with a statutory declaration in accordance with the Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) Act, 1999 as amended.    The statement of expenditure should cover the period between 7th April, 2009 and Polling Day, 5th June, 2009 and should be submitted not later than 3rd September 2009.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer also reminded the new Members of the requirement under Section 171(1) of the Local Government Act 2001 to complete a declaration of their declarable interests within 6 weeks from 12th June, 2009.

Councillor I. Munster, requested that Drogheda Borough Council Staff details be circulated to all Council Members.
Material Contravention of Drogheda Borough Development Plan

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk outlined a proposed Material Contravention of Drogheda Borough Development Plan 2005 – 2011 which had been circulated to the Members.  The Town Clerk outlined that a decision had to be made in relation to the Material Contravention by Tuesday 16th June, 2009.  

It was proposed by Councillor F. Gallagher, seconded by Councillor I. Munster that a decision on the Material Contravention be deferred.   It was outlined by the County Manager that a decision was required to be made at the Council Meeting whether to accept or reject the Material Contravention of the Development Plan.   Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer and Mr. D. Hall, Acting Senior Executive Planner then responded to queries raised by the Members. 

A roll-call vote was taken on the proposal to defer a decision on the Material Contravention of the Development Plan:

In favour of a deferral:
Councillors:
M. Coogan, F. Gallagher, I. Munster







D. Wilton




= 4

Against:


Councillors:
P. Bell, K. Callan, R. Culhane, 







A. Donohoe, F. Maher, G. Nash, 







M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh


= 8

The Members then took a roll-call vote on the proposed Material Contravention of the Development Plan 2005 – 2011.   The roll-call was as follows:

In favour of 

Material Contravention:
Councillors:
P. Bell, K.Callan, R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, 







F. Maher, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 







K. O’Heiligh.




= 8

Against:


Councillors:
M. Coogan, F. Gallagher, I. Munster,







D. Wilton.




= 4

The proposal to materially contravene the Development Plan was declared to be defeated on the basis that not less than three quarters of the Members (i.e. 9 Members) must vote in favour of the resolution.
83/09

Adjournment

It was agreed to adjourn consideration of the remaining items on the Agenda until Monday 6th July, 2009 at 7.00pm.

This concluded the business of the meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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