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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 1st September, 2008 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher.


Councillors: 
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 



A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, T. Murphy, 



G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh.
Apologies were received from Cllr. J. Mulroy and Cllr. D. Wilton.

OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager





Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,




Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer.
100/08
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on Monday, 7th July, 2008 at 6.30 p.m. were adopted.  On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 7th July, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.  
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher, extended congratulations to Cllr. T. Murphy and the Irish Amateur Boxing Association for their success in the Olympics.  Councillor T. Murphy thanked the Members for their congratulations on his own behalf and on behalf of the IABA.
101/08
Matters arising from the Minutes.

Market at Bolton Street – Ms. Mary T. Daly outlined that following the presentation from the Market Traders on 7th July, 2008, the Borough Council would consider appointing a Market Manager.   Those costs for Market Manager, cleaning and administration, would be taken into consideration for the calculation of fees for the Traders.   Minute No. 86/08 – Councillor K. O’Heiligh outlined that the Minute should read 66% of the current Traders on the Market on Bolton Street are members of the IOMST and Drogheda Market Traders Association.   

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, indicated that the report on the former Fire Station would be included on the Agenda for the October Meeting.  
102/08

Condolences

The family of the late Mr. Peter Campbell,

The family of the late Mr. Thomas Murtagh,

The family of the late Mr. John Quinn,
The family of the late Ms. Cepta Behan.

103/08

Presentation by Louth Local Sports Partnership (LSP).

A presentation on Louth Local Sports Partnership (LSP) was given by Ms. Mary Browne, Sports Co-ordinator, Louth County Council and Ms. Lisa Kelly, Sports Inclusion Disability Officer.   

104/08

To consider report on proposed Dublin Transportation Authority.
A presentation on the proposed new Dublin Transportation Authority was given by Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk.   The following issues were raised by the Members:

· The town of Drogheda and the Northern Environs be included in the Dublin Transportation Authority area
· Submission to be made to the Dublin Transportation Authority for the town as a whole

· The Members requested guidance on the submissions being made - should there be one for the County and one for Drogheda?
· The Members expressed concern that the Dublin Transportation Authority had divided the town

· Train Station for North Drogheda 

· Clarity on  Border Region membership

· Inclusion of the Greater Drogheda Area within the Dublin Transportation Authority

Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, outlined that it was within the Councillors remit to make a submission, however, there was no formal requirement for a submission to be made.    The County Manager requested the Members to consider the report and to consider should all of Drogheda be included.

Following a discussion, the Members agreed to proceed with option two in the report and that Drogheda Borough Council would prepare a draft submission and bring it back to the Members for further consideration.   

105/08

Update on Feasibility Study on the Tholsel building.

Ms. Mary T. Daly, gave an update on the current Feasibility Study being carried out by KPMG Consultants and referred to the stakeholder consultations taking place on 2nd September 2008.   The Members requested that a report be brought before the Council in due course. 
106/08

To fix date for Protocol Committee Meeting.

It was agreed to hold the Protocol Committee Meeting on Monday, 29th September, 2008 at 6.30 p.m.

107/08

To note date for JPC Meeting on Monday 29th September, 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

The date for JPC Meeting on Monday, 29th September, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. was noted by the Members.

108/08

Declaration of Public Road – Duleek Gate, Priest Lane, Drogheda.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor T. Byrne, the Members agreed to declare Duleek Gate, Priest Lane, Drogheda, a public road and to be taken in charge.
109/08

Declaration of Public Road – Longwood, Dublin Road, Drogheda.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor T. Byrne, the Members agreed to declare Longwood, Dublin Road, Drogheda, a public road and to be taken in charge.
110/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan (adjourned from May, June & July meetings).

“Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to carry out a full investigation in relation to the flooding in the Rathmullen Estate and that the findings of such investigation be brought before the Council as a matter of urgency”.

Reply:  In relation to the flooding in Rathmullen Estate, on the morning of Friday 25th April a call was received that there was flooding in the cul-de-sac beside house No. 45 and No. 46.   The Town Overseer attended the location and observed ponding of water to a depth of 75 to 100 mm at the end of the cul-de-sac.   Local Authority staff unblocked the two gullies at the end of the cul-de-sac.   On Monday 28th and Wednesday 30th April the gullies and associated pipe-work in the general area of this cul-de-sac were cleaned and jetted out.   It was found that the gullies in question were blocked by a coat, bricks, large stones, plastic and lengths of hydro-dare pipe.   All this could only have got into the gullies by lifting of the gully covers and purposely putting it there.   It is to be noted that an extensive gully cleaning programme was undertaken during the months of May and June 2007 and all gullies throughout the Borough area were cleaned and pipe-work jetted.   No flooding was reported during the high intensity rain fall last summer, no flooding was reported over the Winter and no flooding was reported up until these gullies were blocked.

The position was noted by the Members.

Notice of Motion – Councillor T. Byrne (adjourned from May, June & July meetings).

“That a refurbishment scheme be undertaken in Rathmullen Park and that funding be sought from central government as a matter of urgency.   In the meantime a survey be carried by this Council in the estate and closer monitoring of the drains at all times”.

Reply:  The Borough Council is fully aware of the need for upgrading the Rathmullen Estate and has informally discussed this matter with the Inspectorate of the Housing Section, Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government.   It is now intended to make a formal request for a remedial works scheme.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan and seconded by Councillor T. Byrne, it was agreed that Notice of Motion number 10 and 11 would be taken together.   The reports were noted by the Members.
111/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher (adjourned from May, June & July meetings).

“That in the interest of safety Drogheda Borough Council install a protective barrier at the riverside at Fr. Connolly Way”.

Reply:  The provision of a safety barrier along the riverside at Fr. Connolly Way would increase the level of safety for both motorists and pedestrians.   However, there is an onus on pedestrians and drivers to exercise due care along the riverside.   The 2008 Budget does not contain provision for the installation of a safety barrier.

This Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe and noted by the Members.    It was agreed by the Members that the Borough Council would provide an estimate for the cost of the installation of a safety barrier and also consider any interim measurers.   

112/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell (adjourned from June & July meetings).

“Having now installed double yellow lines outside Marymount School in Ballsgrove in order to prevent illegal and dangerous parking of vehicles at school opening and closing times.   I hereby motion this Council to immediately enforce the traffic laws through the traffic warden section and to insist that the school authority co-operate with the Gardai and Drogheda Borough Council in resolving the ongoing issue of illegal parking which is a public health and safety issue for all the community”.

Reply:  Double yellow lines have recently been placed in the vicinity of Marymount School in order to improve the current parking regime associated with the dropping off and picking up of school kids.   Also, there are ongoing discussions and communication with the school authorities and Gardai in relation to traffic management around the school area.   This process is ongoing with an end objective of having safe and appropriate traffic management around the school area.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, it was agreed by the Members that an update on the consultation which has taken place with Marymount School be given at the next Borough Council meeting.

113/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd (adjourned from July meeting).

“That this Council notes that the Report into the location of the North East Regional Hospital contains errors, omissions and incorrect assumptions and consequently Drogheda Borough Council rejects its recommendations.

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.

This Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor G. Nash and noted by the Members.   Councillor M. O’Dowd outlined the errors currently in the HSE report.   The Town Clerk outlined that the Borough Council  are currently examining the HSE report.
114/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash.

“That this Council, in the interests of public safety, put in place the required statutory procedures to extinguish the public right of way at Lourdes Square and connecting Hardman’s Gardens and Church Street”.

Reply:  Following representations regarding anti-social behaviour issues at Lourdes Square, it is proposed to close off the access under the archway that leads from Lourdes Square to Church Street by means of vertical railings.   The alleyway/access from Lourdes Square to Church Street is a public right-of-way.   The statutory procedures to extinguish the public right-of-way are in the process of being prepared.   Subject to the right-of-way being extinguished, it is intended to undertake this work as soon as possible.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey the Notice of Motion was agreed by the Members.

115/08
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Can this council be given assurances that the funding that was set aside for a skatepark in Drogheda in 2008 Budget be set aside for 2009 for a skatepark in Drogheda and that a site in the Mell area beside the football pitch and beside the site where the new units where the river rescue and sub aqua and canoe club are to be placed.   As this site is in the ownership of DBC, it should be inspected as a possible site for a skatepark.

Reply:  The financial provision for a skatepark was provided in the Drogheda Borough Council 3 Year Capital Programme 2008 – 2010.   As outlined in the programme it was anticipated that expenditure of €150,000 would be incurred in 2009.   The Council will continue to make provision for the skatepark in the Capital Programme 2009 – 2011.   The members of the Community and Environment Municipal Policy Committee at its meeting on 27th May, 2008 requested that the Borough Council identify alternative sites, examine the feasibility of a skatepark at those sites and a report be brought back to the members at the next Municipal Policy Committee meeting.   A report on alternative sites will be brought to the next meeting of the Community and Environment Municipal Policy Committee meeting.

This Notice of Motion was deferred to the next Borough Council meeting as Councillor D. Wilton was not present at this meeting.

116/08

Any Other Business.

The Members expressed their appreciation and good wishes to Ms. Ellen O’Hanlon on her appointment to Louth County Council, Mr. Eddie Quinn, Housing Foreman, on his retirement and best wishes also to Mr. Mark Finnegan, Parks Superintendent in his future career.
This concluded the business of the Meeting.
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MAYOR 

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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