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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 6th October, 2008 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher.


Councillors: 
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 



A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, J. Mulroy,




T. Murphy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager





Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,




Mr. P. Judge, Senior Executive Engineer,





Mr. E. Walsh, Director of Services.
123/08






Suspension of Standing Orders

It was proposed by Councillor F. Maher and seconded by Councillor P. Bell, that Standing Orders be suspended to provide an update to the Members on lead exceedances in the water supply in Drogheda.   

An update was given by Mr. E. Walsh, Director of Services, on the lead exceedances and sampling which is currently being carried out.   It was noted that no exceedances had been found in the samples taken to date.   Issues raised by the Members were addressed by Mr. E. Walsh, Director of Services and Mr. C. Murray, County Manager.   The Members noted the position and requested to be kept advised of further developments in this matter.
A further suspension of Standing Orders was proposed by Councillor M. Coogan and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton to consider the following Notice of Motion:
“That the Members of this Council support the Irish Nurses Organisation in their calls on management of hospitals to fully implement the reduced working week of 37.5 hours for all nurses across the state as already agreed by the HSE.   This delay is unacceptable and an affront to the nurses and the essential work that they do”.  

The Members supported the Motion.
124/08
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor T. Byrne, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 1st September, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.  On the proposal of 
Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton, the Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on Monday 22nd September, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.  
125/08
Matters arising from the Minutes.

The Members requested the submission with regards to the Southern Environs of Drogheda  Local Area Plan to be circulated at the next Council Meeting.

126/08

Condolences

The family of the late Ms. Leanne McGuinness,

The family of the late Ms. Alice Kermath,

The family of the late Mr. Seamus Kelly,
The family of the late Mr. Dick Callaghan,

The family of the late Ms. Alice Reilly,

The family of the late Ms. McGuinness, Trinity Street.

The family of the late Peggy McGuinness, mother of Martin McGuinness, N.I. Deputy First Minister,

127/08

Congratulations.

The Members of Drogheda Borough Council extended their congratulations to Newtown Blues on their recent success in winning the Louth Senior Football Championship.
Best wishes were extended by the Mayor and Members to Ms. Rosemary Howell, on her recent appointment to the Housing Department, Drogheda Borough Council.

128/08

Proposed Part 8 – Extension to Drogheda Leisure Centre at Rathmullen.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed to proceed with the Part 8 – Extension to Drogheda Leisure Centre at Rathmullen, Drogheda.

129/08
To further consider Report on former Fire Station at Scarlet Street, Drogheda.
The previous report dated 2nd July, 2008 was further considered by the Members.   Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer gave an update outlining that Drogheda Borough Council had engaged the National Building Agency to carry out a Site Feasibility Study and a Brief for Site Development.   

It was noted that the study will have regard to the possible provision of a general purpose community-use building which could be used by various local clubs and societies in the area.

The Members agreed that, pending the development of the Former Fire Station site, interim measures should be examined in terms of possible accommodation available for community and voluntary groups in other locations.
130/08

Update on Tree Preservation Order at Cromwell’s Lane, Drogheda.
An update on the Tree Preservation Order for trees at Cromwell’s Lane, was given by Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.   It was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton that Drogheda Borough Council proceeds with tree surveys for other trees identified for protection within the Borough area.
131/08
To consider proposals in relation to Saturday Market.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer outlined the proposed management of the Saturday Market at Bolton Street and it was noted that a meeting would be held with the Traders within the next 10 days to consider the proposals further.
132/08
To consider report of Traffic Calming Measures at Bryanstown Cross-Route, Rathmullen Park, St. Finian’s Park and Yellowbatter.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan the Members agreed to the installation of Traffic Calming measures at Bryanstown Cross-Route, Rathmullen Park, St. Finian’s Park and Yellowbatter. 
133/08
To consider report of Draft Road Traffic Speed Limits, County of Louth Bye-Laws 2008.
On the proposal of Councillor T. Byrne, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Members agreed to the Draft Road Traffic Speed Limits, County of Louth Bye-Laws 2008 as circulated.
134/08

To note date for Municipal Policy Committee Meetings.
The following dates for holding the Municipal Policy Committee Meetings were noted by the Members:

Infrastructure MPC – Monday 20th October, 2008 at 7.00pm

Community & Environmental MPC – Tuesday 21st October, 2008 at 7.00pm.
135/08
Disposal of fee simple interest in premises at 47 North Road, Drogheda.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members agreed to the disposal of the fee simple interest in premises at 47 North Road, Drogheda to Ms. Mary O’Farrell for the sum of €70,000.00 plus costs and expenses.

136/08

Disposal of fee simple interest in premises at 10 Highfield, Drogheda.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor T. Byrne, the Members agreed to the disposal of the fee simple interest in premises at 10 Highfield, Drogheda to Joseph and Catherine Doonan for the sum of €254.00 plus costs and expenses.

137/08
Disposal of plot of ground adjacent to 296 Rathmullen Park, Drogheda.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the Members agreed to the disposal of plot of ground adjacent to 296 Rathmullen Park, Drogheda to Vincent and Bernadette McCartney for the sum of €1,000.00 plus costs and expenses.

138/08
Disposal of premises at 69 – 71 Narrow West Street, Droghed,(formerly O’Reilly Brothers building).

On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the Members agreed to the short-term business letting agreement on premises at 69 – 71 Narrow West Street, Drogheda to Elitex Limited for 26 months from 1/12/08 – 31/01/2011.
139/08
Disposal of land at Moneymore, Drogheda to Foscadh Housing Association Ltd.
At the outset, Councillor K. O’Heiligh, declared that he had an interest in Foscadh Housing Association Ltd and would take no part in the consideration of the matter.   He then withdrew from the meeting while the matter was being discussed.  

On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor T. Byrne the Members agreed to the disposal of land at Moneymore Drogheda to Foscadh Housing Association subject to the following conditions:

1. Housing Units to be constructed on the land are to be used for the purpose of voluntary housing only.

2. In the event that Foscadh Housing Association Ltd enter into liquidation, whether compulsory or voluntary (not merely being a voluntary liquidation for the purposes of amalgamation or reconstruction) or in the event that Foscadh Housing Association Ltd cease to exist, the land and units shall be re-transferred to Drogheda Borough Council to be used for the provision of social, affordable and voluntary housing.

3. At the time of transfer, Foscadh Housing Association Ltd shall have no judgments or litigation pending against it.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.
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MAYOR 

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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