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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 12th May, 2008 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe.


Councillors: 
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, M. Godfrey, 



F. Maher, J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, G. Nash, 



M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, 


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,




Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,





Ms. J. Kiernan, Administrative Officer,





Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer.
64/08
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy,  seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 7th April,  2008 at 7 p.m. were adopted.   
65/08
Condolences
The late President of Ireland, Dr. Patrick J. Hillery, 

The family of the late Mr. Tony Donaghy,    
The family of the late Mr. Anthony Clarke, 
The family of the late Mr. Bill Ryan, 
The family of the late Mr. Pat Farrell, 
The family of the late Ms. Gertrude Victory.

66/08
Suspension of Standing Orders.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed to suspend Standing Orders to consider a Motion submitted by Councillor P. Bell as follows:

“That this Council in response to the increase in anti-social and criminal activity in Ballsgrove, St. Finians Park and Rathmullen immediately convene a special meeting of the Joint Policing Committee for the purpose of communicating to the Gardai this Council’s concerns about such incidents and to ascertain when the installation of the CCTV cameras as approved under the RAPID Scheme will be completed in Ballsgrove and St. Finian’s Park.   Also, that the Gardai confirm how many requests they have made to the Council to access CCTV footage from the RAPID CCTV Scheme in the course of their investigations into crime and how many successful prosecutions have been secured by using the RAPID CCTV system”.

Following a discussion, it was agreed by the Members that a meeting of the Joint Policing Committee would be held in June 2008 and the matter of the CCTV would be on the Agenda for that meeting.   
67/08
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Correction to Minute No. 52/08  -The response received by Drogheda Borough Council on water pricing was received from the Department of Education.

Minute No. 63/08  -  Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, advised the Members that Drogheda Borough Council had written to the NRA and no reply had been received to date.   

Councillor G. Nash and the Members extended their congratulations to Ms. Rosemary Howell, Acting Arts Officer, on the success of the recent Arts Festival which took place in Drogheda.   
68/08
To note the following dates for upcoming meetings. 
· Thursday 15th May, 2008 at 7.30pm in d Hotel – Presentation of Civic Awards and Civic Reception.
· Monday 26th May, 2008 at 7pm – Infrastructure MPC Meeting.
· Tuesday 27th May, 2008 at 7pm – Community & Environmental MPC Meeting.
· Friday 30th May, 2008 – Official Opening of West Street – time to be confirmed.
· Monday 9th June, 2008 – Official Opening of new Fire Station at Rathmullen Road – time to be confirmed.
· Monday 9th June, 2008 at 7pm – June Monthly Meeting.
· Monday 16th June, 2008 at 7pm – Annual Meeting.
The Members noted the dates.   
69/08
To approve traffic calming measures at Bacherlor Lane. 
On the proposal of  Councillor G. Nash,  seconded by the Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe, the Members agreed traffic calming measures at Bachelors Lane, Drogheda. 
70/08
Taking in Charge – Duleek Gate, Priest Lane and Longwood, Dublin Road.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members agreed the Taking in Charge of Duleek Gate, Priest Lane and Longwood, Dublin Road.  
71/08
To consider report and submissions received in response to Part 8 for proposed housing development at Mell, Drogheda. 
The report with regard to the Part 8 for proposed housing development at Mell, Drogheda was circulated to the Members.   The County Manager, Borough Engineer and Town Clerk responded to queries raised by the Members.   It was proposed by Councillor G. Nash and seconded by Councillor P. Bell, that the approval of the Part 8 be deferred to the next Council meeting and that the Borough Council would meet with the Fountain Hill Residents Association with regard to the future set down and parking proposals for the school being constructed by the Department of Education and Science.
72/08
To consider report on Saturday Market.    
A report on the Saturday Market was circulated.   The Members discussed the two options put forward in the report.  It was  proposed by Councillor P. Bell and seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, that the Members proceed with Option 2 so the Council can move forward and regulate the Market.   A vote was taken for the Council to proceed with Option 2 - Draft Casual Trading Bye-Laws to be prepared by Drogheda Borough Council and brought before the Members for their consideration.  The vote was as follows:-

For



Councillors:

P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, A. Donohoe,








M. Godfrey, F. Maher, J. Mulroy,








T. Murphy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, D. Wilton.

Against


Councillors:

K. O’Heiligh 
The vote to proceed with Option 2 was 11 – 1 in favour. 

73/08

Disposal of premises at 30 Shamrock Villas, Drogheda to Michael & Mary O’Reilly – (Section 183 Notice circulated on 21st April, 2008).
On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton, premises at 30 Shamrock Villas, Drogheda was disposed of for the sum of €254 plus costs and expenses.   
74/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell. 
“That this Council immediately reinstate the established complement of seasonal workers hired annually as direct labour for the performance of grass cutting and related activities”.

Reply:  The engagement of staff, temporary or permanent, is an Executive Function of the County Manager.    Prior to the adoption of the 2008 Budget by the Members, the matter of the engagement of seasonal workers was discussed in detail with this Council.  Drogheda Borough Council also held internal meetings with the appropriate Unions through the Works Committee on the issue of seasonal workers and grass cutting. The Budget for 2008 was prepared on the basis of the efficient allocation and use of the resources available to the Borough Council.  The Budget was adopted by the Members of this Council on the 10th December 2007 and no provision was made within the Budget for the engagement of seasonal workers.  As outlined to the Members in December 2007, a Contractor has now been engaged to carryout grass cutting on the large green areas within the Borough Council area.   The Borough Council’s own staff will continue to maintain all other green areas, parks, trees, hedge cutting, weed control, planting of flower beds, etc.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Bell and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton that the Motion be further deferred to the May Council Meeting.  

75/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd. 
“That Drogheda Borough Council declares its total opposition to underage drinking, 

commits to the provision of at least one alcohol free drop in centre in the Borough for teenagers,  calls for the full enforcement of the law against those who benefit from underage drinking and seeks support from the HSE to run an effective and comprehensive educational programme to inform public debate and change attitudes”.

Reply:   This matter has been the subject of debate at meetings of the Joint Policing Committee.   Please note that the JPC initiated the introduction of the Alcohol Bye-Laws by Drogheda Borough Council and these Bye-Laws are currently being implemented by An Garda Siochana.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton and noted by the Members.   It was also agreed that the matter should be brought before the Joint Policing Committee for further consideration.
This concluded the business of the Meeting.
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MAYOR 

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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