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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 3rd March, 2008 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, M. Godfrey, 



F. Maher, J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, G. Nash, 



M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, 


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,




Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.
35/08
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor T. Byrne,  seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 4th February, 2008 at 7 p.m. were adopted.   
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on Monday, 18th February, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.

36/08
Condolences
The family of the late Garda Stephen Dorrigan,   
The family of the late Mrs. Martha Lowth, 
The family of the late Mr. Seamus Yellend,

The family of the late Mr. Thomas Martin,
The family of the late Ms. Ann Halpin.

The Members also expressed a vote of sympathy to Ms. Mary Daly, Drogheda Borough Council, Housing Department, on the recent death of her mother.

37/08
Matters arising from the Minutes.
· Sewage facilities at Sandyford Terrace - Borough Engineer outlined that a T Junction was required to be replaced.

· Relocation of ramp at Rathmullen - Borough Engineer outlined that a drawing was currently being prepared for the Part 8 procedure.   

· Ramps at Post Office - Drogheda Borough Council agreed to meet with An Post to resolve the issues outstanding.   

· Parking permits for Old Age Pensioners - Town Clerk outlined that there was to be no change to the current permits which are issued on a yearly basis.   

· Residents Only Parking Permits - Town Clerk outlined that there is currently no basis in law with regard to making a street ‘residents only’ parking.   

· Minute No. 27/08.   Letter to the Minister for Education with regard to water pricing - Mary T. Daly outlined that a letter had been forwarded to the Minister and the Members requested that the reply from the Minister be circulated to the Borough Council.   

· Rosevale ramp - The Members requested an update on the request that was made by residents with regard to a ramp.   The Borough Engineer outlined that the matter would be investigated.   
38/08
To consider proposed Road Works Programme 2008.
The Borough Engineer submitted a report to the Members on the proposed Road Works Programme 2008.   The Members welcomed the Programme and the following issues were raised and discussed:
· Stameen Junction, Dublin Road

· European Road Safety Charter

· Extension of parking bays at Bothar Brugha
· Junction at Beechgrove/Boyle O’Reilly

· Improvements to public lighting within the Town and at Scarlet Crescent and West Street
· Funds for disability measures
· Safety measures taken at schools
· Members welcomed the proposed widening of footpath on North Quay
· Traffic calming measures required at St. Mary’s Boy’s National School, Congress Avenue

· Provision of ramps at Priest Lane and Congress Avenue

· Traffic light requirement atWheaton Hall

· Resurfacing of roads in local housing estates  

· Gully maintenance

· Roundabout at Beechgrove

· Junction at Yellowbatter/Flaxmill Lane area

The Road Works Programme 2008 was then proposed by Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton and approved by the Members.
39/08
To approve Car Park Bye-Laws 2008. 
A report on the submissions made with regard to the current Car Park Bye-Laws which were recently advertised was given by the  Town Clerk.   The Car Park Bye-Laws 2008 were proposed by Councillor T. Murphy,  seconded by Councillor F. Maher and approved by the Members.
40/08
To approve Traffic Calming Measures at Boyle O’Reilly Terrace, Church St. (Sraid na Cille), Bachelors Lane and Mayoralty Street.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the traffic calming measures were approved by the Members.   
41/08
To note Part 8 – Construction of 125 Social & Affordable Dwelling Units and a Creche at Mell.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Part 8 was noted for public display by the Members. 
42/08
To receive report from Infrastructure Municipal Policy Committee. 
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, gave a report on the meeting of the Infrastructure Municipal Policy Committee which took place on Monday, 25th February, 2008.   The report was noted by the Members.
43/08
To receive report from Community and Environmental Municipal Policy Committee.   
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, gave a report on the meeting of the Community and Environmental Municipal Policy Committee which took place on Tuesday, 26th February, 2008.  The report was noted by the Members.  
44/08
To consider submission to Electoral Area Boundary Committee.
The Town Clerk, submitted a report on the current Review by the Electoral Area Boundary Committee.   It was proposed by Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd and agreed by the Members that the following submission be made to the Electoral Area Boundary Committee: 

The amalgamation of the Laurence Gate ( currently 3 seats) and the West Gate (currently 3 seats) Electoral areas on the northside of Drogheda Borough into one Electoral Area consisting of 6 seats.  The Duleek Gate (currently 6 seats) on the southside to remain unchanged.     
45/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash.

“That this Council notes the increase in agency employment throughout the economy.

We are aware that many workers from home and abroad are offered agency employment when they are seeking direct and permanent employment.

We understand trade unions have raised concerns that many of these workers are retained on minimum conditions and in some instances are not receiving all their entitlements.

Agency employment should not be used as an unnecessary substitute for direct employment or as a mechanism for avoidance of or undermining of fair pay and conditions.

Noting that legislation will come before the Oireachtas on the issue of Agency Employment, this Council believes and will recommend to the Minister that the principle of equal treatment should be included in any such legislation on this issue.

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.
The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor T. Murphy and agreed that the Borough Council would write to the Minister for Employment and recommend that the principle of equal treatment should be included in any such legislation on this matter.

46/08
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Can this Council provide the elected members with all avenues through their law agents and Local Government Acts and by laws and development plan and planning and any forum, the necessary structures to put in place a safe guard on any wall, fence, shrubbery, boundary, that exists in cul de sacs or housing estates to remain intact as they are and act and that any exit or entry needed on that boundary comes before the elected members, on its individual basis, to be decided on by way of a public vote by the elected members”.

Reply:  Any proposals as outlined are subject to the statutory planning process and will be considered in the context of the proper planning and development of the area.
The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor D. Wilton, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and noted by the Members.

The Members agreed with the advice of the County Manager that the future design of housing estates should be reviewed as part of the Development Plan process.

47/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.

“That this Council commission an immediate traffic management report for the road leading to Marymount Girls School, Ballsgrove, in the interest of public safety”.

Reply:  The Borough Council will investigate the current traffic management on the road leading to Marymount Girls School, Ballsgrove and will determine what action or combination of actions are necessary to improve the situation.
The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan and noted by the Members.   

It was agreed that Drogheda Borough Council would arrange a meeting of stakeholders regarding traffic management issues at the school.   It was also agreed that the MPC should examine the policy on traffic management generally at schools.
48/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.

“That Drogheda Borough Council brings forward as a matter of urgency proposals for the future operation and regulation of the Saturday Market at Bolton Square.
Reply:  With regard to the operation and regulation of the Saturday Market, Drogheda Borough Council has been in consultation with the Traders operating in Bolton Square Market and other sectoral interests including the Chamber of Commerce, the Gardai and Market users since November 2006.   A number of proposals are under review with regard to current trading arrangements and the Health & Safety issues arising from same.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd and noted by the Members.

Drogheda Borough Council agreed to bring a report on the proposals with regard to the Saturday Market to the Members at the next Council meeting.

49/08
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.

“To call on Drogheda Borough Council to install wheelchair ramps at the steps in Scarlet Crescent that lead down to the lower section of the estate”.

Reply:  This matter will be investigated with the view to determining the feasibility of placing a wheelchair access ramp in close proximity to the steps in Scarlet Crescent.
The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor P. Bell and noted by the Members.
This concluded the business of the Meeting.
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