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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 7th January, 2008 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 



F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, 



M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, 


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,




Ms. M. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,





Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer.
1/08
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 3rd December, 2007 at 7 p.m. were adopted.   
On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of the Annual Budget Meeting held on 10th December, 2007 at 7 p.m. were adopted.

2/08
Condolences
The Mayor and Members expressed a vote of sympathy with the following families on their recent bereavements:

The family of the late Des Kimmins, 
The family of the late Audrey Davis, 
The family of the late Martin Dawe, 
The family of the late Peggy Emerson, 
The family of the late Kathleen Kelly,  
The family of the late Tommy Mohan,

The family of the late Darren McKeown.
A vote of sympathy was also expressed by the Members of the Council to Mr. Noel Treanor, Executive Engineer, Drogheda Borough Council, on the death of his mother.

3/08
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Minute No. 196/07.  Mr. Des Foley, Town Clerk, confirmed that a planning application had been received for the site previously used as the Greenmount and Boyne factory and that the Borough Council has held discussions with the owners in order to ensure that works necessary to secure the site were being carried out. 

Minute No. 190/07.   Mr. Des Foley, Town Clerk confirmed that a separate meeting would be held in February to discuss Traffic Management and On-Street Parking within the town centre and it was agreed that the proposed amendments would go on public display in January 2008.
4/08
Variation to Development Plan 2005 – 2011 to incorporate the provisions of the Draft Louth Housing Strategy 2007.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, gave a report on the Draft Louth Housing Strategy 2007 and went through the Variation which was being made to the Strategy.   It was proposed by Councillor J. Mulroy and seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and agreed by the Members.
5/08
Progress Report on the taking in charge of Housing Estates. 
Mr. Dermot Agnew, Borough Engineer gave a report on the taking in charge process on housing estates within Drogheda.   The Members welcomed the report and queries raised were responded to by the Borough Engineer.
6/08
Disposal of premises at 59 Pearse Park, Drogheda to Matthew Donnelly (Section 183 Notice circulated on 20th December 2007).
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed to the disposal of premises at 59 Pearse Park, Drogheda to Matthew Donnelly for the sum of €39,500 plus costs and expenses.
7/08
Disposal of premises at No. 1 Ship Street, Drogheda to the Trustees of the Drogheda Invitation Pigeon Club (Section 183 Notice circulated on 20th December, 2007).
The Members agreed to defer the disposal to the next Meeting. 
8/08
To consider Work Programme for 2008 for Infrastructure Municipal Policy Committee. 
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, outlined the proposed membership of the Infrastructure Municipal Policy Committee and outlined that three meetings would be held during 2008 with the first meeting commencing in February at which a proposed Work Programme would be agreed with the Committee.   This was noted and agreed by the Members. 
9/08
To consider Work Programme for 2008 for Environmental Municipal Policy Committee.  
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, outlined the proposed membership of the Environmental Municipal Policy Committee and outlined that three meetings would be held during 2008 with the first meeting commencing in February at which a proposed Work Programme would be agreed with the Committee.   This was noted and agreed by the Members. 

10/08
To fix date for next meeting of Joint Policing Committee.

The Members agreed to hold the next meeting of the Joint Policing Committee on Monday, 28th January, 2008 at 7 p.m.
11/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.

“In order to maintain consistency in the provision of speed ramps in areas of our town where the provision of such measures are deemed necessary through the recognised public consultation process for the purpose of enhancing public safety.   We motion this Council to adopt a transparent procedure in the event of an application being made for the removal of a speed ramp(s), in that the decision to remove or decline an application for the removal of a speed ramp, must be a decision of the elected members of this Council, having first considered the appropriate Council officials report and assessment of the application to remove or relocate the said speed ramp(s).   This motion is presented in the interests of transparency of decision making and public safety”.  

Reply:   Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994, sets out the statutory procedures for the provision or removal of “Traffic Calming Measures” which includes speed ramps.   The procedure requires consultation with the Garda Commissioner and a public consultation process.   Upon consideration of representations and observations made the Members make the decision to provide or remove “Traffic Calming Measures”.
The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Bell and seconded by Councillor G. Nash.   Following a discussion, the Members agreed to consider the matter further at the next meeting.
12/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Would this Borough Council as a matter of urgency now identify a piece of land for a skateboard park in a central located area of the town as this would benefit skateboarders, rollerbladers, bmx/mountain bike users from all areas of the town, if located in an area accessible by all.   I ask this to be a matter of urgency as this could be a possibility for the summer when an amenity such as this is most needed”.

Reply:  The lack of suitable sites in the central area of the town for use by skate-boarders, roller-bladers and bmx/mountain bike users makes the identification of a site a difficult task.   A possible location for such a site may be an area within St. Dominic’s Park specifically designated for this use.
The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor D. Wilton, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan and noted by the Members.   The Members agreed that the identification of a suitable location for a skate  park be considered at the February Meeting of the Environmental Services Municipal Policy Committee.  The Members also agreed that the Borough Council would look into the possibility of a mobile skate park coming to Drogheda during 2008.
13/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.

“That Drogheda Borough Council take in charge the combined drain in Sandyford Terrace”.

Reply:    The combined collector sewer in Sandyford Terrace is maintained by the Borough Council and is in good working order.   There is an ongoing problem with one of the many private collector drains serving the houses.   It is not the policy of the Council to take in charge private collector drains that connect individual houses or small groups of houses to the main sewer.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and noted by the Members.

14/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor T. Byrne.

“That Drogheda Borough Council install traffic lights at the junction of Plattin Road/Duleek Street/Coolagh Street in the interest of public safety and improved traffic management.

Reply:  The need for improved traffic management in the interests of public safety at the junction of Platin Road/Duleek Street/Coolagh Street will be investigated.
The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. Byrne, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy and noted by the Members.

15/08

Any Other Business.

Councillor P. Bell requested that a report on Water Charges for Schools be brought before the next meeting.   
Councillor M. O’Dowd referred to the planning application by An Post for a ramp outside the Post Office.   

In response to Councillor P. Nash, the County Manager indicated that he would advise the Members on the position of Arts Officer in Drogheda as soon as a new structure for the County is put in place.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.
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MAYOR 

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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