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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 4th February, 2008 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, M. Godfrey, 



F. Maher, J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, G. Nash, 



M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, 


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,




Ms. M. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,





Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer.
16/08
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy,  seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 4th February, 2008 at 7 p.m. were adopted.   
17/08
Condolences
The Mayor, Members and Officials expressed a vote of sympathy to Councillor Malachy Godfrey on the death of his mother, Mary Kate Godfrey.   

A vote of sympathy was also expressed to the following families on their recent bereavements:

The family of the late Mrs.Una Dunne   
The family of the late Peter McNally 
The family of the late Mrs. Curtin.  
18/08
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Minute No. 3/08.  Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer, confirmed that the proposed On-Street Parking and the proposed new One-Way streets would both be put on display separately.   
Minute No. 5/08.   Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer, gave an update with regard to the proposal for taking in charge of Ashfield Estate.   

Minute No. 11/08.   Councillor P. Bell outlined that this matter had been agreed at the Council Meeting on Monday, 7th January, 2008.   Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer, gave an update with regard to the relocation of a ramp and outlined that the relocation would have to go through public consultation.    
19/08
To arrange date for Infrastructural Municipal Policy Committee Meeting.

It was agreed that the Infrastructural Municipal Policy Committee Meeting would take place on Monday, 25th February, 2008 at 7 p.m.
20/08
To arrange date for Community & Environment Municipal Policy Committee Meeting. 
It was agreed that the Community & Environment Municipal Policy Committee Meeting would take place on Tuesday, 26th February, 2008 at 7 p.m. 
21/08
To arrange date for Special Meeting on Traffic Management and On-Street Parking.
It was agreed that the Special Meeting on Traffic Management and On-Street Parking would take place on Monday, 18th February, 2008 at 7 p.m. 
22/08
To consider Drogheda Borough Council 3 Year Capital Works Programme 2008 – 2010.
The Members welcomed and went through the proposed Capital Works Programme 2008 – 2010 and the following issues were raised during the discussion:

· Affordable Housing

· Housing Schemes at Moneymore and Mell to commence 2008

· Proposals for the old Drogheda Borough Council Fire Station

· Sports facilities at Lourdes Stadium

· Delivery of a Youth Café

· Mini football pitches

· Delivery of Social, Affordable and Voluntary Housing Units 
· Completion of West Street

· Barrier at Ramparts Walk

· The Tholsel

· Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government Housing Capital Allocation 2008-2010.
· Chord Cemetery

· Location of Skateboard Park

· Investment in Water Service schemes

· Proposed extension to the swimming pool

The 3 year Capital Works Programme was proposed by Councillor M. Coogan and seconded by Councillor P. Bell.
23/08
To consider report on Water Pricing for schools. 
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, gave an outline on the current water charging to schools and the proposals for reviewing the 2007 rate for all schools within the Borough Council area.   The Members noted and welcomed the report.   
24/08
Update on Drogheda Borough Council Housing Department’s 2008 Assessment of Needs and Rent Review.   
Ms. Ellen O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer, outlined that the current Assessment of Housing Needs for Drogheda Borough Council was being carried out.   The Rent Review on existing tenancies is  currently being assessed and is based on the Rent Review for 2008.   
25/08
Disposal of premises at No. 1 Ship Street, Drogheda to The Trustees of the Drogheda Invitation Pigeon Club (Section 183 Notice circulated on 20th December 2007).
On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh and seconded by Councillor T. Murphy, the Members agreed to the disposal of premises at No. 1 Ship Street, Drogheda to The Trustees of the Drogheda Invitation Pigeon Club for the sum of €414.00 and each side to bear their own costs and expenses.
26/08

Disposal of various properties (Section 183 Notice circulated on 12th December 2007).
On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy and seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Members agreed to disposal of various properties listed hereunder. 

Address of Dwelling
      Name of Purchaser
               Purchase Price

8 Sunnyside Cottages         Peter & Margaret Donnelly        €10.16 & €114.28

75 Bothar Brugha                Glen Gibney & Ashley Smith                     “

4 Ascal a hAon                    Mrs Doreen Carolan                                         “

20 Ascal a Do                     Martin & Pauline Owens                            “
42 Pearse Park                 James &  Ann Kavanagh                             “

15 Lourdes Square             Sean Henry                                                “

54 Moran Tce                       Denise Walsh                                           “

2 Grove Road                        Rory Kierans                          €10.16 & €114.28

1 Ascal a Tri                          Paul & Linda O Brien                              “

25 Halpin Tce                       Thomas King                                           “

25 Halpin Tce                        Michael Dunne                                       “

17 Creveen Tce                    Agnes Kelly                                             “

323 Ballsgrove                      Margaret Madden                                   “

259 Ballsgrove                      James Flood                                           “

279 Ballsgrove                      Anne Farrell                                           “

16 Patrick St                         Ann Leonard                                          “

60 Congress Ave                  Patrick & Amanda Kelly                         “

5 Potato Market Square       Patrick & Irene Clarke                            “

8 Platin Road                       Derek & Cheryl Martin                            “

39 Bredin Street                   Christopher Kennedy                             “

15 Congress Ave                  Angela Healy                                         “

43 Bothar Brugha                 Paul & Noeleen Delaney                        “

97 Pearse Park                     Agnes Balfe                                           “

8 Pearse Park                       Malachy Caffrey                                    “

202 Ballsgrove                      Mary Ann Properties Ltd                        “

39 Upr Magdalene St            Peter & Lillian Farrelly                           “

15 Flanagan Tce                   Tracy Brady                                           “

1 Patrick St North                  Claire Murray                                          “

206 Pearse Park                    Patrick & Dolores King                           “

127 Pearse Park                    John & Farida Robinson                          “

48 Boyle O Reilly Tce            John & Mary Campbell & Teresa Kelly    “

27/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.

“That Drogheda Borough Council call on the Government to grant aid schools that have to pay water charges and that a waiver system be introduced by Government to remove any outstanding arrears for schools in the Borough of Drogheda”.

Reply:  Report to be considered at meeting.

Councillor D. Wilton proposed that Drogheda Borough Council make a request to the Minister for Education to increase the capitation grants to schools to help pay their water charges.   The Motion was  proposed by Councillor D. Wilton, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan and noted by the Members.
28/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.

“That Drogheda Borough Council as a signatory to the Barcelona Declaration fully endorses the Declarations vision of a society and an urban landscape accessible to persons with disabilities.

In that context the Council resolves to fully cooperate with An Post to facilitate the provision of a wheelchair access ramp to the Post Office in West Street”.

Reply:  Since the last meeting the Borough Council have been in contact with An Post’s Consultants seeking discussions for the purpose of progressing the provision of wheelchair access to the Post Office in West Street.

This Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor T. Murphy and noted by the Members.
29/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.
“In view of the decision by An Bord Pleanala to grant planning permission (06/189) for the construction of 24 homes on lands adjacent to Cherrybrook.   I hereby motion this Council to extinguish the approved pedestrian access as expressed in condition F of attached conditions to Congress Avenue.   This motion is consistent with the position taken by this Council on other such proposed or existing pedestrian right of ways”.

Reply: Planning Application Ref. No. 06/189 for a development of 24 houses north of Cherrybrook was subject to a grant of permission by An Bord Pleanala on 11th December 2007 subject to conditions.   Included in the grant of permission is a condition that requires the developer to amend the proposed development by providing a pedestrian route linking the development to Congress road to the east of the site.   Having examined the planning file and having regard to An Bord Pleanala’s decision, the inclusion by condition of a pedestrian access is considered reasonable and in accordance with proper planning and development.

Nothwithstanding the above, there is no mechanism whereby a condition can be excluded from a grant of planning permission.

This Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Bell and seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh.   

Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer, replied to issues raised by the Members and outlined that Drogheda Borough Council would be unable to extinguish a pedestrian access which did not already exist.   The pedestrian route in question is currently a condition of a grant of planning permission.   It was then proposed by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and seconded by Councillor F. Maher that Drogheda Borough Council contact the Developer with regard to the concerns raised by the Members and that a copy of the Commencement Notice be distributed to the Members prior to the commencement of the development.   
30/08

Emergency Notice of Motion.

An emergency Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor G. Nash.
“The Council strongly oppose the proposed cuts in the HSE North East Budget and to write to the HSE and the Minister for Health on this matter.  This Motion was unaminously Agreed by the Members. 

31/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor T. Byrne.
“That plot of land at Sunnyside/Mount be retained in the ownership of Drogheda Borough Council and safety measures implemented as a matter of urgency”.

Reply:  The Council is reviewing all aspects in relation to the history of this property including options for its future use.   A report on the matter will be brought before the Members in due course.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. Byrne, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd and noted by the Members.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.
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MAYOR 

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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