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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 7th April, 2008 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe.


Councillors: 
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, M. Godfrey, 



F. Maher, J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, G. Nash, 



M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, 


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services,




Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,




Ms. J. Kiernan, Administrative Officer,





Mr. Darius Messayeh, Acting Senior Executive Engineer.

50/08
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 3rd March, 2008 at 7 p.m. were adopted.   
51/08
Condolences
The family of the late Garda Tom Connolly,    
The family of the late Mr. Mark Haran, 
The family of the late Mr. Bernard McGuffin, 
The family of the late Mrs. Cummins,
The family of the late Mrs. Gerrard, 
The family of the late Canon Nelson, 

The family of the late Mr. Jim Lambe, 

The family of the late Ms. Lily Kierans.
52/08
Matters arising from the Minutes.
· Ten year parking permits for Old Age Pensioners – The Town Clerk outlined that there were no proposals to extend the 1 year parking permits.  The current 1 year permits would be reviewed at the time of the extension of the Pay Parking within the town.
· Residents only parking permit – Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, outlined that there is no basis in law with regard to making a street ‘residents only’ parking.   Residents only parking does exist in areas where management companies are in control of the estate.   

· Letter from the Minister for Environment regarding water pricing – Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, circulated the reply to the Members.   

53/08
To receive Presentation update on Oriel 2012.
A presentation was given by Mr. Paul McCormack from Newry and Mourne Enterprise Agency on Oriel 2012.   The Members welcomed the report and presentation.   
54/08
To receive Presentation on Peace 111 Funding. 
A presentation on Peace 111 Funding was given by Mr. Michael Curran, Director of Services, Community & Enterprise, Louth County Council.   The Members noted the report and presentation.   
55/08
Suspension of Standing Orders.
On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe and seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members agreed to suspend Standing Orders to discuss the recommendation from the Health Service Executive with regard to the location of the new acute hospital for the North East region.   The Members requested the Mayor to write to the Minister for Health and Professor Drumm to express the Council’s serious concerns regarding the recommendation to seek an immediate meeting to discuss the proposal and also the future of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital.  
56/08
To approve Traffic Calming Measures at Windmill Road.
On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy,  seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Traffic Calming Measures at Windmill Road were approved by the Members.  
57/08
To approve allocation of Amenity Grants for 2008. 
A presentation on Amenity Grants for 2008 was given by Ms. Jeanne Kiernan, Administrative Officer.   On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the allocation of Amenity Grants for 2008 was approved by the Members.   
58/08
To consider report on Saturday Market at Bolton Square.    
The report on the Saturday Market at Bolton Square was circulated to the Members for their consideration at the next meeting.   
59/08

Notice of Motion – The Mayor and Members.

“That this Borough Council commend and support Drogheda Chamber of Commerce in sustaining the campaign to locate the HSE Centre of Excellence in the Environs of Drogheda”

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.
The Notice of Motion was taken in conjunction with the issue discussed under Suspension of Standing Orders and was unanimously approved by the Members.

60/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan.

“That this Borough Council provide speed ramps on the road facing the red brick zig zag houses at Finians Park and also at Avenue One and Avenue Two opposite the new bungalows as it is being used as a race track”.

Reply:  The speeding of vehicles in the St. Finian’s Park area will be investigated and if found necessary, appropriate proposals to control speed will be brought before the Members for approval.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey and noted by the Members.

61/08

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.

“That this Council immediately reinstate the established complement of seasonal workers hired annually as direct labour for the performance of grass cutting and related activities”.

Reply:  The engagement of staff, temporary or permanent, is an Executive Function of the County Manager.    Prior to the adoption of the 2008 Budget by the Members, the matter of the engagement of seasonal workers was discussed in detail with this Council.  Drogheda Borough Council also held internal meetings with the appropriate Unions through the Works Committee on the issue of seasonal workers and grass cutting. The  Budget for 2008 was prepared on the basis of the efficient allocation and use of the resources available to the Borough Council.  The Budget was adopted by the Members of this Council on the 10th December 2007 and no provision was made within the Budget for the engagement of seasonal workers.  As outlined to the Members in December 2007, a Contractor has now been engaged to carryout grass cutting on the large green areas within the Borough Council area.   The Borough Council’s own staff will continue to maintain all other green areas, parks, trees, hedge cutting, weed control, planting of flower beds, etc.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Bell and seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey that the Motion be deferred to the May Council Meeting.  

62/08
Suspension of Standing Orders.
A suspension of Standing Orders for five minutes was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe and seconded by Councillor G. Nash.   
63/08
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.
“Calling on this Council to formally write to the NRA to request that they lift the toll charge on the M1 at the Donore exit so the residents of Drogheda do not have to incur a charge to make a five minute trip to get from one side of town to the other and/or through the electoral register issue a renewable yearly free toll pass to people residing in the town of Drogheda.

Reply:  The use of the M1 Motorway to provide a link or short cut to get from one side of the town to the other was not the purpose for which the motorway was constructed.   Such a local use would absorb and diminish the vehicular capacity of the motorway.   However, it is recognised by this Council that the paying of toll charges on entering and leaving the town via the motorway is a disincentive for persons visiting the town.   Please note that substantial and sustained representations to the NRA in 2004 and 2005 did not achieve any alterations to the tolling regime.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor D. Wilton and seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy.   The Members proposed an amendment to the Notice of Motion and requested that Drogheda Borough Council write to the NRA requesting that they discontinue  charging on the M1 secondary toll.  The amendment was proposed by Councillor G. Nash and seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd.   
This concluded the business of the Meeting.
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