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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 5th November, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe.


Councillors:  
T. Byrne, M. Coogan, M. Godfrey, 




F. Maher, J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, 




G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, 



D. Wilton.
Apologies were received from Councillor P. Bell.

OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, 





Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,




Ms. M. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,





Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services,





Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer.









162/07
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on Monday, 1st October, 2007 at 6.30 p.m. were adopted.   
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 1st October, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on Monday, 22nd October, 2007 at 6.30 p.m. were adopted.
163/07

Condolences
The family of the late Brendan Byrne,
The family of the late Larry Moroney, 
The family of the late Eddie Carton,
The family of the late Martin O’Reilly,

The family of the late Junior Branigan.

164/07

Congratulations

The Members expressed their congratulations to Drogheda United on their recent success.

165/07

Matters arising from the Minutes.
The Members requested an update on street carparking on the Marsh Road.   The Borough Engineer outlined that Drogheda Borough Council are currently preparing a Traffic Report and it will be presented to the Members at the next Council Meeting.   

Councillor D. Wilton highlighted minute no. 157/07 that the decision to defer Variation No. 15 to a further Council meeting was put to a vote and this has not been recorded.  It was agreed to amend the minutes accordingly.   

The Members requested an update on the costings for a Skateboard Park and the Borough Council agreed that the costings for a Skateboard Park would be considered in conjunction with the preparation of the 2008 Budget.
166/07

Suspension of Standing Orders.
It was proposed by Councillor G. Nash and seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, to suspend Standing Orders to discuss the following:  
“That this Council recognise the contribution made to community life in Drogheda by the Borough Council Arts Office since its inception.   The Council condemns the decision not to fill the vacant Arts Officer position in Drogheda Borough Council and that this Council call on the County Manager to provide the Council with the proposed operating budget for the continuation of the Drogheda Arts Officer in the forthcoming book of estimates for 2008”.

The Members requested an update on the Drogheda Borough Council Arts Officer post.   The Manager responded to queries raised by the Members and outlined that the current Arts service being provided in Drogheda is unchanged.   The delivery of that service will be considered in conjunction with the preparation of the Budget for 2008.
167/07
Disposal of premises at Ballsgrove, Drogheda – to Holy Family Boxing Club.   (Section 183 Notice circulated on 19th September, 2007). 
On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the Members agreed to the lease of premises at Ballsgrove, Drogheda to Holy Family Boxing Club (in the names of its trustees for the time being) at Ballsgrove, Drogheda, for the sum of €750 per annum for a term of 99 years. 
168/07
Disposal of premises at Greenhills, Drogheda – to Mrs. Eileen Power.  (Section 183 Notice circulated on 2nd October, 2007).
On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members agreed to disposal of premises at Greenhills, Drogheda to Mrs. Eileen Power, for the sum of €4,549.00 plus costs and expenses.
169/07
Approval to advance a loan of up to €1,478,663 to Drogheda Women’s and Children’s Refuge Centre Ltd. for the provision of a new hostel facility for homeless women and children at Priest Lane, Drogheda under the Capital Assistance Scheme.
On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members approved the advance of a loan of up to €1,478,663 to Drogheda Women’s and Children’s Refuge Centre Ltd. for the provision of a new hostel facility for homeless women and children at Priest Lane, Drogheda under the Capital Assistance Scheme. 
170/07
Allocation of Arts Grants – 2nd Round. 
On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor T. Murphy, the Members approved the allocation of Arts Grants. 
171/07
Nomination of Member to the new Louth Cohesion Company.
Mr. Michael Curran, Director of Services, Housing & Community & Enterprise, gave a presentation to the Meeting (copy of presentation attached to the minutes).  On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members approved the nomination of Councillor T. Murphy to the new Louth Cohesion Company.   
172/07
Nomination of Chairperson and Members to the Infrastructure Municipal Policy Committee.
The Members proposed two elected representatives as Chairperson of the Infrastructure Municipal Policy Committee.   The nomination was then put to a vote which resulted as follows:
For Councillor G. Nash:

Councillors:
T. Byrne, A. Donohoe, F. Maher,








J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, G. Nash,








M. O’Dowd.



= 7

For Councillor D. Wilton:

Councillors:
M. Coogan, M. Godfrey, 








K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

= 4

Absent:



Councillor P. Bell.




= 1

Councillor G. Nash was elected as Chairperson to the Infrastructure Municipal Policy Committee. 
The other Members of the Municipal Policy Committee for Infrastructure were approved as follows:

Councillor T. Murphy, Councillor M. O’Dowd, Councillor F. Maher, Councillor D. Wilton and Councillor M. Godfrey.
 173/07
Nomination of Chairperson and Members to the Environmental Services Municipal Policy Committee.
The Members proposed three elected representatives for Chairperson to the Environmental Services Municipal Policy Committee, Councillor T. Byrne, Councillor M. Coogan and Councillor K. O’Heiligh.  The nomination of Chairperson to the Environmental Services Municipal Policy Committee was then put to a vote which resulted as follows:
For Councillor T. Byrne:

Councillors:
T. Byrne, A. Donohoe, F. Maher,








J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, G. Nash,








M. O’Dowd.



= 7

For Councillor M. Coogan:

Councillors:
M. Coogan, D. Wilton.

= 2

For Councillor K. O’Heiligh:
Councillors:
M. Godfrey, K. O’Heiligh.

= 2

Absent:



Councillor P. Bell.




= 1

Councillor T. Byrne was elected as Chairperson of the Environmental Services Municipal Policy Committee.

The other Members of the Environmental Services Municipal Policy Committee were approved as follows:

Councillor K. O’Heiligh, Councillor P. Bell, Councillor F. Maher, Councillor J. Mulroy and Councillor M. Coogan.

174/07

To note date for Special Meeting re proposed Variation to Development Plan – Drogheda United on Monday, 12th November, 2007 at 6.30 p.m.
The Members noted and agreed date for Special Meeting re proposed Variation to Development Plan – Drogheda United on Monday, 12th November, 2007 at 6.30 p.m.  
175/07
To note date for Joint Policing Committee Meeting on Monday, 26th November, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
The Members noted and agreed date for Joint Policing Committee Meeting on Monday, 26th November, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
176/07 
To note date for Budget Meeting on Monday, 10th December, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
The Members noted and agreed date for Budget Meeting on Monday, 10th December, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. 
177/07
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.  (adjourned from October meeting). 

“In the interest of safety that Drogheda Borough Council install flashing amber ‘school ahead’ lights, pedestrian crossings and road markings in the vicinity of St. Mary’s BNS, Congress Avenue”.

Reply:  Traffic management in the vicinity of Congress Avenue School will be investigated and if required the design of appropriate traffic calming measures will be prepared.   Any works to be undertaken will be put forward for approval as part of the Special Road Works Programme for 2008.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor T. Byrne and noted by the Members.

178/07

Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash.  (adjourned from October meeting).

“That this Council provide bollards on John Street in the interest of public safety”.

Reply:  The management of traffic on John Street will be assessed with a view to taking measures to prevent illegal parking and cars mounting the footpath on this narrow roadway.   The installation of bollards may form part of the measures that have to be undertaken.   This matter will be given immediate attention.
The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy and noted by the Members.

179/07

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.  (adjourned from October meeting).

“Drogheda Borough Council commence discussions with the Drogheda Port Authority with a view to ensuring that Donors Green is maintained in a professional manner as a passive recreational facility freely available to the people of the town”.

Reply:  Drogheda Borough Council will pursue the issue with Drogheda Port Authority in terms of ownership of this area, maintenance of same and any other relevant matters.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey and noted by the Members.

180/07

Monthly Progress Reports.
The Members brought a number of issues to the attention of the Borough Council and they were replied to by D. Agnew, Borough Engineer, Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer and E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer.  
181/07 
Any other Business.
Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, outlined that a presentation is being given to the Drogheda East and West Area Committee on the North Drogheda Environs and to the Members of Drogheda Borough Council.   This will take place on Monday, 3rd December, 2007 at 10.00 a.m.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.
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MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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