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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 2nd July, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan,  



M. Godfrey, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, 




G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:


Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, 





Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,




Ms. J. Kiernan, Administrative Officer,




Mr. D. Hall, Executive Planner.

98/07
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 11th June, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.   
On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Minutes of Annual Meeting held on 18th June, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.
99/07

Matters arising from the Minutes.

Queries were raised by the Members in relation to the following:

· Location of Bring Bank at Marleys Lane

· Disposal of property at Roches Lane, Moneymore was not proposed by Councillor D. Wilton

· Situation regarding provision of residents parking only in certain residential areas
· Councillor M. Godfrey’s name inadvertently omitted from vote on public meeting regarding Brookville/Moneymore proposal

· Provision of parking behind Carmelite Cottages on Marsh Road

· Public lighting not working on North Quay

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk and Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer, responded to the queries raised and the position was noted by the Members.   

100/07

Condolences 
The Mayor and Members expressed a vote of sympathy to the following:
The family of the late Kevin O’Neill, Bothar Brugha, 
The family of the late Joe Farrell, Ballsgrove, 

Deputy Fergus O’Dowd on the death of his mother-in-law,

Ms. Paula Farrelly, on the death of her mother. 
101/07

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations.
Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, referred to the report which had been circulated with the Agenda and Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer set out the background to the proposed junction improvement works at R132 Rathmullen/Rathmullen Road; Rathmullen Road/Marley’s Lane and Marley’s Lane/Donore Road.

The Members welcomed the proposed improvements, however, they were concerned that negotiations had not taken place with all of the landowners concerned.   The Borough Engineer pointed out that it would be premature to enter into negotiations with the landowners until the proposal had gone through the planning process.   

Following a discussion in the matter, and on the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor T. Byrne, the Members agreed to approve the proposed junction improvement works subject to discussions taking place with a number of the landowners concerned.   
102/07
To further consider proposed Variations to Drogheda Borough Development Plan.
Further to the previous meeting, the Members were circulated with two further submissions for variations to the Development Plan at Matthews Lane and Greenhills (details attached to the minutes).

Following some discussion, the Members agreed to add the proposed variations to those approved at the previous meeting for public display.   
103/07

Allocation of Arts Grants 2007. 
On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members approved the allocation of Arts Grants as outlined.   

The Mayor and Members then took the opportunity to pay tribute to Ms. Rosemary Collier, Arts Officer, who is leaving to take up a post with the Arts Council.   The Members thanked Ms. Collier for the significant contribution she had made to the development of the Arts in Drogheda and wished her every success in her new post. 

104/07

To further consider proposals for Tholsel building.
The Members had a lengthy discussion on the proposed use of the Tholsel building by Tom and Noeleen Reilly.   Concern was expressed by a number of Members about aspects of the proposed use and the availability of the building for community groups.   
Following the debate, the Members agreed to the proposal by the Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe to arrange a meeting with interested groups on Wednesday, 11th July, 2007 at 8.00 p.m. in the Tholsel building.

105/07
To arrange date for Official Opening of New Cemetery.
The Mayor and Members agreed to officially open the new Cemetery on Monday, 30th July, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.   The Members agreed to defer the naming of the new Cemetery until the next Meeting.     
106/07
Emergency Notice of Motion – Submittted by Councillor P. Bell.
“That this Council condemn the loss of the Mary Street Post Office and immediately request the intervention of the Minister for Communications in addressing the removal of this vital public service to the old age pensioners of Marian Park, Duleek Street, Congress Avenue and the Marsh Road”.   
Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.

The Members welcomed the Notice of Motion and expressed concern on the relocation of the Post Office from Mary Street to the Dublin Road.   Following a discussion in the matter, the Members agreed to invite representatives of An Post to a meeting to discuss their future plans for Drogheda.   

107/07

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Godfrey.
“That this council retain in its ownership the Fire Station in Scarlet Street when relocation occurs in the near future and put in place a plan of action with a view to making it available to meet the needs of the many community groups who urgently require accommodation in the town”.

Reply: The Borough Council has not given any consideration yet as to the future use of the Fire Station Site at Scarlet Street.   A report will be brought before the Members in due course on possible options.

The Members supported the Notice of Motion in principle and agreed to await a report in the matter.

108/07
Any other Business.
The Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe proposed a vote of congratulations to Councillor J. Mulroy on being elected as Chair of Louth County Council.   

The Members noted that Highlanes Gallery and Millmount Museum Ltd. have expressed interest in the public display of the Sword and Mace and it was agreed to refer the matter to the Protocol Committee for further consideration.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.









____________________


    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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