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Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 10th December, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe.


Councillors:  
T. Byrne, M. Coogan, M. Godfrey, 



F. Maher, T. Murphy, J. Mulroy, 



G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, 



D. Wilton.
Apologies were received from Cllr. P. Bell.





OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager,


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,





Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,





Ms. M. Whearty, Administrative Officer,





Mr. T. Davis, Head of Finance,





Ms. R. McAuley, Financial Accountant,





Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer.
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Annual Budget for Year Ending 31st December 2008.
Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager, highlighted the significant progress made in 2007 and the main provisions in the Budget for 2008, including the following:  
· Budget provision for gross expenditure of €31m
· Provision for 5% increase in the Local Government Fund
· Provision for an increase in the rate of 3%
· Increase in parking charges

· Completion of West Street Environmental Improvements Scheme

· Adoption of the Planning Strategy for the Greater Drogheda Area

· Approval of Docklands Area Plan

· Substantial completion of River Walk improvements

· Further advancement of St. Finian’s Park Remedial Works Scheme

· Increased resources for housing planned maintenance budget

· Continued progress with Central Heating Programme

· Commencement of Newtown Meadows Housing Scheme

· Construction of Tredagh View Housing Scheme at Marley’s Lane

· Acquisition of 27 acres of land for housing purposes at Ballymakenny Road

· Commencement of Road Safety Charter implementation
· Continued implementation of RAPID Programme including opening of Moneymore Community Creche and provision of CCTV at various locations

· Establishment of Joint Policing Committee

· Commencement of Public Lighting Improvement programme throughout the town

· Completion of Termonfeckin/Newtown Link Road

· Completion of Donore Road Rehabilitation Scheme

· Restoration of Landfill site at Collon Road

· Commissioning of extension to Waste Water Treatment Plant

· Continuation of Water Conservation Project

· Construction of new Fire Station

· Completion of new Cemetery

· Increased funding for Arts Programme

· Site Clearance works at Lourdes Stadium
The County Manager thanked the Mayor, Members and staff of Drogheda Borough Council for their assistance and support and recommended the adoption of the Budget.   

Ms. M. Whearty, Administrative Officer, made a presentation to the Members on the various Budget 2008 statistics  (copy of the presentation attached to the minutes).   The Members welcomed the comprehensive Budget report and agreed to go through the report on a programme by programme basis.   The following points were raised during the course of this analysis:  
· The Members welcomed the proposed appointment of a full time Anti-Social Behaviour Officer for Drogheda 
· Procedures for the new Disabled Persons Grants Scheme
· Continued promotion of the Tenant Purchase Scheme
· Reduction in the expenditure allocation for tenant participation
· European Road Safety Charter
· Requirement for extra Traffic Wardens to police the new parking areas 

· Proposals for development of O’Reilly’s site
· Extension of the car parking areas 

· 30% increase from €1 to €1.30 for car parking 
· €2 charge for the long stay car park was a reasonable proposal
· Provision for Park and Ride and car parking for people working within the town
· Borough Council to advertise all car parking available within the town
· Maintenance and upkeep of the public toilets for 2008
· Street cleaning
· Proposed occupation date for the new Fire Station
· Grass cutting proposals for 2008

· Provision of a full time Arts Officer for Drogheda 

· Funding for Skateboard Park

· Irrecoverable Rates

· Increase in bursary for further education

The County Manager, Town Clerk, Borough Engineer and other officials present responded to the various queries raised by the Members.
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Adoption of Budget for year ending 31st December 2008.
The Manager summed up the proposed expenditure increases and recommended the adoption of the Budget 2008 as presented.   The Mayor, Councillor A. Donohoe, proposed the adoption of the Budget, this was seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy.   A vote was then taken on the adoption of the Budget as follows:
For:





Councillors:
T. Byrne, M. Coogan, A. Donohoe,









M. Godfrey, F. Maher, J. Mulroy,









T. Murphy, M. O’Dowd, D. Wilton.
= 9

Against:



Councillors:
G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh.

= 2

Absent:



Councillor P. Bell.




= 1


The Budget for 2008 was then declared to be adopted.


This concluded the business of the Meeting. 


    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha





DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL
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