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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 6th November, 2006 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne,  M. Coogan, 




A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, F. Maher,




J. Mulroy,  G. Nash,  



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.





OFFICIALS:


Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager,


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,





Ms. R. Collier, Arts Officer.
169/06

Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 2nd October, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.

170/06

Matters arising from the Minutes.

A copy of report on proposals to upgrade the public lighting within Drogheda borough area was circulated to the meeting (copy of report attached to the minutes).   Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer outlined the main recommendations in the report and it was noted that the overall cost for the upgrading works is approximately €350,000.00.   The Borough Engineer recommended that the Borough Council embark on a phased programme of upgrading the public lighting and that this matter should be further considered in the Budget for 2007 to enable works to be commenced.   

The Members welcomed the report and agreed to discuss it in further detail at the Budget Meeting.   The Members also agreed that the ESB should be requested to carry out a further report on public lighting in housing estates.   

The Mayor welcomed the fact that agreement has been reached with the Contractor to undertake additional night works in West Street in order to reduce some of the delays experienced to date with the project.   Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, outlined details of the night working arrangements for the next five weeks until the 8th December, 2006 and the position was noted by the Members.   

Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested an up to date position on flooding at Avenue 3, St. Finian’s Park and the Borough Engineer undertook to follow up this matter.   

171/06

To further consider Draft Docklands Area Plan.
Mr. Conor Norton, Loci Consultants, made a brief presentation to the Meeting on the Draft Plan and sought the approval of the Members to put the Draft Plan on public display for a minimum period of four weeks and to invite submissions from interested parties.   A number of Members again expressed concern at a deficit in infrastructure, particularly road infrastructure to accommodate the proposed development in this area.   

The County Manager advised the Meeting that the Plan is a framework for the proposed development of the Docklands Area and is an objective of the Borough Development Plan.   She pointed out that the provision of infrastructure is outside the brief of this Plan and has been addressed in the Planning Strategy for the Greater Drogheda Area and the Northern Environs Plan.   With regard to the Northern Port Access Route, the County Manager advised that Louth County Council is working closely with the Developers to prepare a draft legal agreement re funding arrangements for the provision of the necessary infrastructure.   Discussions are also at an advanced stage with regard to preplanning, detail design and CPO procedures.   

Following a lengthy discussion on the infrastructure requirements for the development of the Docklands Area, it was proposed by Councillor A. Donohoe and seconded by Councillor F. Maher, that the Draft Plan should be put on public display for the required period.   An amendment to this was proposed by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton to the effect that the Draft Plan is premature pending a legal agreement being put in place for the provision of the Northern Port Access Route.   

The matter was put to a roll call vote which resulted as follows:

In favour of the Amendment:

Councillors;
P. Bell, M. Coogan, G. Nash,









K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

=
5

Against the Amendment:

Councillors:
T. Byrne, A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey,









F. Maher, J. Mulroy, M. O’Dowd.
=
6
Absent:



Councillor:
T. Murphy.



=
1
The Amendment was declared to be defeated.

In favour of the Draft Plan 

Councillors:
T. Byrne, A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey,

being put on public display:



F. Maher, J. Mulroy, M. O’Dowd.
=
6

Against:



Councillors:
P. Bell, M. Coogan, G. Nash,









K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

=
5

Absent:



Councillor:
T. Murphy.



=
1

The proposal was declared to be carried.

 172/06

Approval of Arts Grants 2006.
Ms. R. Collier, Arts Officer, made a presentation to the Meeting on the allocation of the second round of Arts Grants for 2006  (copy of recommendation attached to the minutes).    The Members complimented the Arts Officer on the various initiatives being taken in the Arts area and on the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the allocation of Arts Grants as outlined was approved.   
173/06

Approval of Sports Grants 2006.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton, the Members approved the allocation of Sports Grants for 2006 as outlined  (copy of recommendation attached to the minutes).   
174/06

Taking in Charge of Five Oaks estate.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor  D. Wilton, the Members agreed to Take in Charge Five Oaks estate.      
175/06

To further consider proposals for disposal of premises 1, 2 and 3 Horse Lane, Drogheda. (Section 183 Notice previously circulated on 21st April, 2006).
A copy of the proposed layout for the new premises adjoining Willow Grove was circulated to the Meeting (copy of layout map attached to minutes).   The Borough Engineer and the Town Clerk made a brief presentation to the Meeting on the proposal to provide new premises for the clubs and organizations occupying the existing premises at 3 Horse Lane, Drogheda.   The Members discussed the proposal at length and a number expressed concern on behalf of the residents of Willow Grove and also on behalf of Abbey Celtic Football Club.   Following further discussion on the matter it was agreed to defer further consideration of the proposal until the next Meeting pending discussions to be arranged with the residents of Willow Grove and Abbey Celtic Football Club.   
176/06

To approve CCTV proposals for RAPID Areas.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members approved the CCTV proposals for RAPID Areas (copy of report attached to the minutes). 
177/06

To consider update on the future of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital.
A heated debate took place on the future of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital and recent media reports regarding this matter.   Following a lengthy discussion on the matter, the Mayor called on the Members to work together to ensure that the new regional hospital for the North East remains in Drogheda.   The Mayor also expressed concern at allegations made during the course of the debate and indicated that these matters would be discussed further at a meeting of the Protocol Committee.   
178/06

To note arrangements for holding a public meeting in relation to the establishment of a Tidy Towns Committee on Wednesday, 22nd November, 2006 at 7.30 p.m. in the Westcourt Hotel.
The Members noted arrangements for the holding of a public meeting in relation to the establishment of a Tidy Towns Committee on Wednesday, 22nd November, 2006 at 8.00 p.m. in the Westcourt Hotel.

It was agreed that residents associations in Drogheda should be requested to send a delegate to the meeting.
179/06

To note arrangements for holding a public meeting in relation to the operation of the Weekly Market on Wednesday, 29th November, 2006 at 7.30 p.m. in the Westcourt Hotel.
The Members noted arrangements for the holding of a public meeting in relation to the operation of the weekly market on Wednesday, 29th November, 2006 at 8.00 p.m. in the Westcourt Hotel.   

It was agreed that an invitation should be sent to all interested parties including existing traders in the town who have an interest in the operation of the weekly market.
180/06

To note arrangements for the Official Blessing of the new Cemetery on Sunday, 26th November, 2006 at 2.30 p.m.
The Members noted arrangements for the Official Blessing of the new Cemetery on Sunday, 26th November, 2006 at 2.30 p.m.

It was noted that the new Cemetery would be available to all denominations and that a name has not yet been selected for the new Cemetery.   The Town Clerk indicated that suggestions for the naming of the new Cemetery would be welcomed.
181/06

To note arrangements for holding of Budget Meeting 2007 on Monday, 11th December, 2006 at 7.00 p.m.
The Members noted arrangements for holding the Budget Meeting 2007 on Monday, 11th December, 2006 at 7.00 p.m.
182/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd. (Adjourned from September and October Meeting).
“Drogheda Borough Council calls on the HSE to prioritise the provision of essential developmental services for Children with Special Needs”.

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.

The Mayor set out the background to the Notice of Motion and requested the support of Members for same.   The Notice of Motion was seconded by Councillor G. Nash.

The Members welcomed the Notice of Motion and during a discussion on the matter they agreed that S.N.A.P. (Special Needs Active Parents) should be invited to the next meeting to highlight their concerns as parents of special needs children.
This concluded the business of the Meeting.


    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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