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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 3rd July, 2006 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne,  M. Coogan, 




A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, F. Maher,




J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, G. Nash,  




K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.





OFFICIALS:


Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager,


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Ms. M. Sheeran, Senior Executive Engineer,





Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer,





Mr. K. Lawless, Administrative Officer,






Mr. M. McCabe, Senior Staff Officer.

123/06

Vote of Condolences. 

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of condolences to:

Ms. Claire Duffy, staff member, on the death of her father.
The Hanlon family, Marian Park, on the death of their father.
The Woods family, Tenure, on the death of their daughter.
124/06

Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher,  seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey,  the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Wednesday, 31st May, 2006 were adopted.   On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Wednesday, 7th June, 2006 were adopted.   On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 12th June, 2006 were adopted.
125/06

Matters arising from the Minutes.

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, confirmed that the agreement between Drogheda Borough Council for premises at Horse Lane was made with Drogheda Rescue and Recovery Service.   The outgoing Mayor, Councillor T. Murphy, referred to discussions he had with the various parties regarding the current dispute.   On the suggestion of the Mayor, the Members agreed not to pursue to matter any further pending the outcome of arbitration or the legal process.   

The Meeting noted that no reply had been received from the HSE regarding a request for a meeting.   Councillor F. Maher advised the Members that a Steering Group is being set up by the HSE to decide on the location for a regional hospital and it will be clear in the next number of weeks how Drogheda Borough Council can make a submission to meet with the Steering Group.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to the Remedial Works Scheme at St. Finian’s Park and requested an inspection to be carried out of No. 416 due to safety concerns. 
126/06

Monthly Progress Reports.
Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, circulated a report to the Meeting on the West Street Environmental Improvement Works (copy of report attached to the minutes).   

The Members discussed the report at length and raised the following concerns:

· The need for regular meetings with Traders and improved communications

· Security concerns particularly at the weekends

· Inconvenience caused to the general public

· Greater progress with the carrying out of the works

· Hours of operation by the Contractor 

· Difficulties with loading and unloading

· Litter and cleaning within the site

· Noise and dust levels need to be addressed

· Details of contracts between Drogheda Borough Council and Contractor in terms of programme

· Reduction in number of disabled parking bays

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk and Ms. M. Sheeran, Senior Executive Engineer, responded to the queries raised by the Members and it was agreed to update the Members on a regular basis regarding progress with the works.   
The Members then raised the following general queries for attention:

Renewal of roadmarkings outside schools and particularly at Lourdes Church

Repairs required outside St. Ita’s School

Bollards required at McDonnell’s shop at Hardman’s Gardens to prevent parking on footpath

Installation of CCTV at Bring Banks

Restricted access at Old Hill

Need for Bring Bank at Ballsgrove

Bollards/safety railings required at Ballsgrove shops to prevent HGV’s parking on footpath

Illegal parking outside video store at  Haymarket Bridge particularly at weekends
Position regarding traffic calming measures at Flaxmill Lane 

Position regarding improvements to Moneymore Football Pitch

Programme for cleaning of traffic lights particularly at Dublin Road

Position regarding ESB public lighting report

Contact with Iarnrod Eireann regarding bridge on Dublin Road

Resurfacing required outside Blackbull Pub

Water seepage at Marsh Road from flyover into Scotch Hall carpark
Complaints re odours from Waste Water Treatment Plant

Tree-cutting required at Harmony Heights

Up to date position regarding parking in Francis Street

White line needed at Stop Sign at Knockbrack Downes

White line at Constitution Hill needs to be moved out further

Lighting at Rathmullen very poor

Confusion over different sets of traffic lights at George’s Street

Illegal dumping taking place at No. 147 Rathmullen

Replacement ramp needed at No. 225 Rathmullen

Ramps required at Castlewood

Up to date position re Taking in Charge of Pines Hamlett

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk and Ms. M. Sheeran, Senior Executive Engineer, responded to a number of the queries raised and noted the remaining queries for further attention.   

 127/06

To consider Guidelines for the introduction by Drogheda Borough Council of a Joint Policing Committee on a pilot basis
The Mayor and Members noted and welcomed the report on the setting up of a Joint Policing Committee by Drogheda Borough Council.   

It was agreed to refer details for the setting up of the Committee to the Protocol Committee for further consideration.
128/06

Disposal of property at Fair Green, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 14th June, 2006).
On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh,  seconded by Councillor T. Byrne,  the Members agreed to the disposal of property at Fair Green, Drogheda to Malachy Callan for the sum of €7,500 plus costs and expenses.
129/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor A. Donohoe.

“With regard to further development in the Marsh Road area, that this Borough Council anticipate the parking needs of an expected large workforce involved in such development and source in advance parking space to meet those needs”.

Reply:  This matter has been addressed by Drogheda Borough Council in the Decision to Grant planning permission issued recently.   In future, in any grant of planning permission for substantial developments, developers will be conditioned to provide temporary car parking for the expected construction workforce.

The position was noted by the Members.

130/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.
“That this Council examine the possibility of installing speed ramps and appropriate traffic calming measures, in Priest Lane and Congress Avenue and that such works if approved, be actioned during the school holiday period”.

Reply:  There are a number of locations identified in the Roadworks Programme 2006 for installation of  speed ramps and traffic calming measures.   It is not intended to install speed ramps and or traffic calming measures in Priest Lane and Congress Avenue in 2006.   These two areas can be put forward in the 2007 Roadworks proposals.

The position was noted by the Members.

131/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Would this Council make a commitment to Yellowbatter residents to upgrade the road markings at the crossroad at Ascal a hAon which have proven successful since being implemented but are now in a poor state and also direct monies to put ramps in Yellowbatter in conjunction with RAPID monies as some roads such as Ascal a Tri have become very dangerous with high speed traffic”.

Reply:   The matter will be investigated and any necessary road markings will be put in place if required.   Yellowbatter is one of the areas identified for speed ramps in this years Road Works Programme.

The position was noted by the Members.

132/06

Notice of Question – Councillor A. Donohoe.

“When can the residents of Duleek Gate (off Priest Lane) expect their estate to be taken in charge?”.

Reply:   Drogheda Borough Council are currently progressing the taking in charge of a number of housing estates.   It is intended that these will come before the Council shortly.   In relation to Duleek Gate (off Priest Lane),  it is understood that the developer Hoy Dale Ltd. is no longer trading.   Currently a list of outstanding works is being prepared and costed.   When this is completed it is intended to undertake the outstanding works from the bond monies.   It may be up to 6 to 8 months before this estate will be ready for taking in charge.

The position was noted by the Members.

133/06

Notice of Question – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Will this Council proceed to repair the road outside St. Ita’s School as it has decayed rapidly and is becoming dangerous to traffic and will cause an accident while motorists avoid potholes.
Reply:  The matter will be investigated and any necessary repairs undertaken.

The position was noted by the Members.
134/06

Correspondence.
Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, read correspondence received from Councillor P. Bell in the following terms 
“In order to bring clarity about the ongoing issue concerning the installation of the structure on council property (Grove Hill) without the collective consent of the elected Members of this Council or its officials, I am requesting that this matter be referred to the Protocol Committee for deliberation and decision at the earliest possible date”.

Following a discussion on this matter and on the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed that the matter should be referred to the Protocol Committee for further consideration.   It was agreed to hold a meeting of the Protocol Committee on Monday, 17th July, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. 
This concluded the business of the Meeting.



    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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