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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday 6th February,  2006  at 7.30 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor T. Murphy.



Councillors:  
T. Byrne,  A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey,



F. Maher, M. O’Dowd, P. Bell,



D. Wilton, J. Mulroy, M. Coogan,



K. O’Heiligh, G. Nash.

OFFICIALS:


Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager,


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,






Mr. C. McBride, Executive Planner,






Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer,






Mr. M. McCabe, Senior Staff Officer,






Mr. G. Murphy, Senior Staff Officer.

25/06

Vote of Condolences. 

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of condolences to the following families:

The Finnegan family on the death of Mr. Tommy Finnegan, Ballsgrove,

The White family on the death of Mrs. White, Maple Drive.

26/06

Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 9th January, 2006 at 6.30 p.m., Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 9th January, 2006 at 7.30 p.m. and Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 23rd January, 2006 were adopted.   

27/06

Matters arising from the Minutes.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to Item 01/06 and Item 06/06 in the Minutes and requested that the following amendments be inserted:

Item 01/06

“Cllr. K. O’Heiligh raised the issue of inferior works carried out on a number of chimneys.   He also pointed out that an electrical junction box inside the house was placed along side water pipes in a plywood casing and was not up to standard and poses a serious health and safety risk”.   

The N.B.A. undertook to follow up on this matter.

Mr. Trevor Austen from the N.B.A. gave an assurance that all reports relating to the scheme would be submitted to this Council.   The Members were assured this would include a RECI cert of compliance with technical standards and electrical safety.

Item 06/06

“The Manager’s report prepared on 26th September, 2005 was circulated and read out to the Members.   Councillor K. O’Heiligh proposed the adoption of the Variation to the Drogheda Development Plan.”

This proposal was seconded by Councillor D. Wilton.   A lengthy discussion took place on all aspects of the proposed variation.

28/06

Proposed Variation to Development Plan at Donore Road

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, advised the Members on the legal advice obtained in relation to the proposed variation to the Development Plan at Donore Road.

The Members noted the opinion of Senior Counsel that if Drogheda Borough Council vary the Development Plan and following on from same, a planning application is refused for development on the lands rezoned on the grounds of the change in the Development Plan, a person would be entitled to apply for compensation in respect of such refusal.

A lengthy discussion took place on all aspects of the proposed variation.   Cllr. K. O’Heiligh proposed the variation to the Development Plan from ‘RP Retail Park’ to ‘RN Residential New.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr. P. Bell

Cllr. T. Byrne proposed an amendment to the proposal to vary the Development Plan to residential use with the exception of the two existing bungalows (Submission Nos. 1 & 3).   This amendment was seconded by Cllr. J. Mulroy.

The amendment was subsequently withdrawn by Cllr. T. Byrne and the original proposal was put to a roll-call vote which resulted as follows:

For the amendment:



Cllr. B. Bell, Cllr. M. Coogan, Cllr. A. Donohoe,








Cllr. M. Godfrey, Cllr. F. Maher, Cllr. T. Murphy,








Cllr. G. Nash, Cllr. M. O’Dowd, Cllr. K. O’Heiligh,








Cllr. D. Wilton.




= 10

Against the amendment:


Cllr. T. Byrne, Cllr. J. Mulroy.


=  2

The proposal to vary the Development Plan from ‘RP Retail Park’ to ‘RN Residential New’ was declared to be carried.

29/06

Report on An Bord Pleanala decision and possible Variation to Development Plan at Waterunder, Mell (M1 Retail Park).

The Members considered the Report, circulated with the Agenda, on the implications of An Bord Pleanalas’s decision to refuse planning permission for a discount foodstore at Waterunder, Mell.

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager, advised that the Development Plan does identify a number of areas where this type of development is welcome.   Notwithstanding this, a review of the Retail Strategy for the County is proposed and she recommended that any decision on making a proposed variation of the Development Plan should be deferred pending the outcome of the Retail Strategy.

Cllr. M. O’Dowd proposed that the variation to the Development Plan should proceed hand in hand with the review of the Retail Strategy.   This proposal was seconded by Cllr. F. Maher and agreed by the Members.

30/06

Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Matthews Lane, Drogheda.

Following a discussion on this matter and having noted the recommendation of Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer, the Members unanimously agreed to the Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Matthews Lane. 

31/06

Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001) – Construction of link road – Palace Street to Francis Street, Drogheda.

The Members discussed and agreed on the need for a link road at this point in order to relieve traffic.   The Members also discussed the need to protect any monuments of national heritage in this area including remnants of the town wall and St. Laurence’s Gate.   

Finally, the Members noted the recommendation to proceed with the proposed link road as outlined.   

32/06

Planning Strategy for the Greater Drogheda Area – To arrange date for Special Meeting.

The Members agreed to fix the date of a Special Meeting on the Planning Strategy for the Greater Drogheda Area for Monday 20th February, 2006, at 7.00 p.m.   It was also agreed to invite the Area Members of Louth Co. Council (Drogheda East and Drogheda West) to the meeting.

33/06

Incubation Units at Millmount – To arrange date for presentation to Members.

The Members agreed to fix a date for Presentation on Incubation Units at Millmount for Monday, 20th February, 2006 at 6.30 p.m.

34/06

Naming of Group Housing Scheme at Cement Road – “St. Anthonys Park”.

The proposal to name the Group Housing Scheme at Cement Road “St. Anthony’s Park” was proposed by Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor G. Nash and unanimously agreed by the Members.

35/06
Public Display of North Drogheda Environs Draft Master Plan.

The Members noted that the Draft Plan is currently on public display.   Councillor D. Wilton and Councillor M. Coogan recorded their objection to the plan going on public display at this stage.

36/06

Disposal of property at 9 Highfield, Drogheda. (Section 183 Notice circulated on 11th January, 2006.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members agreed to the disposal of property at 9 Highfield, Drogheda to Peter Stewart for the sum of €254 plus costs and expenses.
37/06

Any other Business.

Cllr. T. Byrne extended sympathy to the family of the foreign national who was involved in the recent fatal accident at the Bridge of Peace.   The Mayor and Members also extended their sympathy and a general discussion took place on safety at this location.   

Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer, advised the Meeting that the integrity of the safety railing on the Bridge is up to standard and he would prepare a report for the Members in the matter in due course.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.



    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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