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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in Committee in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 4th December, 2006 at 6.30 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 




A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, F. Maher,




T. Murphy, J. Mulroy, G. Nash,  



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.





OFFICIALS:


Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer





Ms. J. Kiernan, Administrative Officer.




186/06

Presentation by S.N.A.P. (Special Needs Active Parents).
Mr. Martin Yore, Chairman, and a number of representatives of SNAP made a presentation to the Meeting highlighting their concerns as parents of special needs children.   

The Mayor and Members welcomed the presentation and noted in particular the limited amount of occupational therapists which are available for special needs children in County Louth at the present time.   The Mayor and Members expressed their support for the work being carried out by SNAP and requested details of their main points of concern in order that further representations could be made on their behalf.  
187/06

Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 6th November, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted subject to the Minutes of the previous Meeting under Item 175/06 being amended to acknowledge the fact that Councillor D. Wilton proposed that a meeting be arranged with the residents of Willow Grove and Abbey Celtic Football Club in relation to proposals adjoining Willow Grove.   

Councillor T. Byrne also requested that the Minutes of the previous Meeting be amended to acknowledge the fact that he seconded the proposal under Item 176/06 to approve the CCTV proposals for RAPID areas. 
188/06

Condolences.
The Mayor and Members expressed a vote of sympathy to the following:

The family of the late Paddy Kierans

The family of the late Mick Gregory

The Reay family on the death of the late Paul Reay.   

 189/06

Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested a report for the next Meeting on his Notice of Question from the November Meeting and this was agreed to by the Members.   
A lengthy discussion took place on proposals for the disposal of premises at Horse Lane and the provision of new premises adjoining Willow Grove.   The Town Clerk advised the Meeting on discussions which are ongoing with the various groups and indicated that following a meeting with the residents of Willow Grove and Abbey Celtic Football Club, a report in the matter will be brought before the January Meeting.   The Members noted the position and agreed that a meeting in Committee should be held prior to the monthly meeting in January to discuss the proposals further.     
190/06

To consider recommendations of Protocol Committee Meeting held on Monday, 20th November, 2006 at 6.30 p.m.
The Members considered the recommendations of the Protocol Committee Meeting held on 20th November, 2006.

The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd proposed a review of the Standing Orders in accordance with the recommendation of the Protocol Committee and this proposal was seconded by Councillor G. Nash.   

A full discussion took place on various aspects of the recommendation to review Standing Orders and on the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, an amendment was put to the Meeting to delete the first line and last line of the recommendation in order to read as follows:
Any dealings between Members and Officials shall observe reasonable standards of courtesy and neither party shall make any comments of a personal nature which could be construed as offensive, demeaning or inappropriate.   In the event of any such comments being made, the party making the comment will immediately be requested to:

· Withdraw the comment made

· Apologise to the party concerned
Where the offender fails to do so, the chairperson and any member may move that the Member/Official named leaves the meeting and the motion, if seconded shall be put and determined without discussion.   Where the Council decides that a Member/Official leaves a meeting, that person shall immediately leave the meeting and shall not be entitled to speak or to take any further part in that meeting on that day.   
The matter was then put to a roll call vote which resulted as follows:

In favour of the amendment:
Councillors:
T. Byrne, M. Godfrey, F. Maher,








J. Mulroy, M. O’ Dowd, K. O’Heiligh      =
6

Against the amendment:

Councillors:
P. Bell, M. Coogan, A. Donohoe,








T. Murphy, G. Nash, D. Wilton
       =
6

On the basis of the Mayor’s casting vote, the amendment was carried.

191/06

Review of Tidy Towns Meeting held on Wednesday, 22nd November, 2006
Ms. Jeanne Kiernan, Administrative Officer, submitted a brief report to the Meeting as follows:

A meeting was held in the Westcourt Hotel on Wednesday, 22nd November, 2006 to discuss the setting up of a Tidy Towns Committee for Drogheda.   A number of interested parties turned up and those interested in actually sitting on the Committee registered their interest with the Borough Council.   It is envisaged that the Committee will be comprised of between 12 and 16 members, representing the business, residential and Borough Council interests.   Drogheda Borough Council will be writing to the Committee members in the next week inviting them to attend the inaugural meeting which will take place before the end of January 2007.   It is proposed that the Committee will set out its plan of actions for 2007 at its first meeting with a view to improving the town and preparing our entry for the Tidy Towns Competition 2007.
The position was noted and welcomed by the Members.      
192/06

Review of the Saturday Market Meeting held on Wednesday, 29th November, 2006.
Ms. Jeanne Kiernan, Administrative Officer, submitted a brief report to the Meeting as follows:

On Wednesday, 29th November, 2006 a public meeting was held in the Boyne Valley Hotel to discuss current market trading arrangements in Drogheda.   The meeting was well attended by Saturday traders and residents from the Bolton Square/Potato Market area as well as customers of the market and Elected Members.   Following a short presentation by Drogheda Borough Council, the Fire Services and an Garda Siochana, the meeting was opened to the floor.   There followed a very positive and frank exchange of views and all those with suggestions as to how the Market could be sustained and improved aired their views.   The general consensus at the end of the meeting was that a Committee comprising of traders, interested parties and Borough Council representatives should be set up to devise a mutually beneficial means of running the Market which will ensure its future.   All those interested in becoming members of the Committee made themselves known to the Borough Council and it is intended that the first meeting will be held in January 2007.
The position was noted and welcomed by the Members.   
193/06

To consider Draft Louth Heritage Plan following public consultation.
Mr. B. McSherry, Heritage Officer, made a presentation to the Meeting on the public consultation process on the Draft Louth Heritage Plan and detailed the submissions received and the response to each submission.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton, the Members agreed that the Draft Louth Heritage Plan should be adopted subject to the amendments outlined.    
194/06

To consider proposals for review of objectives in Borough Development Plan in 2007.
The Mayor and Members discussed proposals for a review of the Borough Development Plan, particularly in relation to concerns regarding densities and heights of proposed new developments throughout the Borough area.   

The Town Clerk and Borough Engineer strongly advised against a full review of the Development Plan and pointed out that if the Members had concerns about any aspects of the Plan, then they should proceed to consider proposed amendments to the Plan by way of variation.   The Members also noted that there is a requirement for a review of objectives in the Development Plan to be carried out prior to May 2007.   
The Members noted the position and on the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton, the Members agreed to initiate the variation process in 2007.

195/06

To note arrangements for holding of Budget Meeting on Monday, 11th December, 2006.
The Members noted arrangements for the holding of the Budget Meeting on 11th December, 2006.
196/06
Notice of Motion – Councillor A. Donohoe.  (Adjourned from September, October and November Meeting).

“Has the source of and the solution to the foul odour on the Marsh Rd./Dublin Rd. been found?”.

Reply:  Investigations have been carried out and remedial works undertaken on a number of manholes in the Wheaton Hall area.
The Borough Engineer responded to queries raised and the position was noted by the Members.
197/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.  (Adjourned from September, October and November Meeting).

“That this council have a planning meeting each month separate to the monthly meeting so that all planning in the Borough of Drogheda in which we receive on the weekly planning lists can be discussed with planning officials”.

Reply:  The need or otherwise for such a meeting is a matter for the Members.   It is suggested that this matter be referred to the Protocol Committee for further consideration.
Following a lengthy debate on this proposal, the Members agreed to refer the matter back to the Protocol Committee for further consideration.

198/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan.  (Adjourned from September, October and November Meeting).

“That a housing meeting be held once a month a separate meeting to discuss a wide range of issues with housing officials.

Reply:  Meetings on Housing and related matters are arranged with the Members on an ongoing basis as appropriate.   It is suggested that the Protocol Committee should consider this matter further.

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, the Members agreed to a housing meeting being held in January and a date to be agreed at that meeting for a further meeting in approximately two months.
199/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.   (Adjourned from September, October and November Meeting).

“That Drogheda Borough Council install speed ramps on the main road through Rathmullen Park”.

Reply:  Objections were raised to proposed installation of ramps in 2005.   Provision of ramps in Rathmullen is not included in Roadworks Scheme this year.

The position was noted by the Members. 
200/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash. 

“That this Council resolves to support the aims of the ‘Older & Bolder’ campaign, which calls on the next Government to develop and implement a National Strategy for Older People”.

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe, the Members agreed to support the aims of the ‘Older & Bolder’ campaign.
201/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor T. Byrne.  

“In light of the tragedy that occurred on Thursday morning 23rd November, 2006 last in the Tredagh View housing estate, I am calling on Drogheda Borough Council to seek the necessary funding under the Rapid Programme to urgently install C.C.T.V. cameras at a suitable location in Tredagh View in the interest of public safety”.

Reply:  Proposals have been approved by the Members for the installation of CCTV cameras at various locations in the Rathmullen area and Moneymore area and these works will be commenced early in the New Year.

The position was noted by the Members and it was agreed to refer the matter to the Joint Policing Committee for further consideration.
202/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.  

“That our Mayor and Council initiate a public hearing process whereby all interested parties involved in or having concerns about the proposed construction of a centre at Willow Court Mell for the purpose of housing both rescue and water recreational services will have an opportunity to articulate on their respective concerns and possible proposed solutions to resolving the current difficulties.   This motion is aimed at allowing for a transparent and inclusive decision making process for all Councillors and the citizens of Drogheda”.

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.

The Members agreed that this matter had been dealt with earlier in the Meeting.
203/06

Notice of Question – Councillor P. Bell.

“Can this Council confirm when works and road markings will be carried out as promised to the Corn Market Square area, as illegal and inconsiderate parking of cars continues to cause much distress and inconvenience to local residents?

Reply:  Road markings can only be placed when area has been resurfaced.   Currently surface is substantially ravelled and road markings would not be capable of being placed.
The position was noted by the Members.

204/06

Any other Business.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh raised the matter of changes in the hours of operation on the toll booths on the Donore Road and the charging of Drogheda Borough Council vehicles.   It was agreed to follow up this matter with the Company operating the toll booths.   

This concluded the business of the Meeting.  
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