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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday 5th September, 2005 at 7.30 p.m.

In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor T. Murphy.


Councillors:  
T. Byrne,  A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey,



F. Maher, M. O’Dowd, P. Bell,



D. Wilton, M. Coogan, J. Mulroy, 


K. O’Heiligh, G. Nash.
OFFICIALS:



Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager,





Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,






Mr. M. McCabe, Senior Staff Officer.
128/05

Vote of Condolences. 
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of condolences to the following families:

Benny and Sandra McDonough and family on the death of their son Darren.

John Paul Carroll and family on the death of his brother Liam.

The family of the late Paul McKenna, Weir Hope.

The Mohan and Duffy families on the death of Niamh Duffy.

The Holcroft family on the death of their daughter.

The Caulfield family, Chord Road.

The Briscoe family on the death of Mimi Briscoe.
129/05

Vote of Congratulations
The Mayor and Members expressed a vote of congratulations to Monsignor Donnelly and to Superintendent Fergus Doggett on their recent retirements and thanked them for their service to the town.   The Mayor and Members also wished their replacements, Monsignor Carroll and Superintendent Smith every success in their new appointments.
130/05

Confirmation of Minutes
On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 4th July, 2005 at 7.30 p.m. and Minutes of Council in Committee Meeting held on Tuesday, 12th July, 2005 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.
131/05
Approval to seek Loan of €7m from the Housing Finance Agency in respect of land acquisition for Housing purposes.

The Town Clerk, D. Foley, informed the meeting that Drogheda Borough Council has agreed to purchase 10.67 acres of land at Mell, Drogheda from Declan McKeown and others for the purpose of providing  local authority social and affordable housing.

This includes a site of 2.5 acres which the Borough Council intends to transfer to the OPW for the purpose of providing a new school at Mell.
On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed to seek loan of €7m from the Housing Finance Agency.
132/05

Taking in Charge of Housing Estates.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members approved the Taking in Charge of the following Housing Estates:
· Beaubec, Bryanstown,

· Whitethorn, Crosslanes, North Road,

· The Glen, Trinity Street,

· The Court, North Road,

· Bryanstown Manor, Bryanstown,

· Castle Manor, Ballymakenny Road.

The Members welcomed progress on the Taking in Charge of Housing Estates and Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer, responded to queries raised by the Members in relation to a number of estates including Ashfield, Termon Abbey, Rockville and Cedarfield.  
133/05
Report on Cash Bonds as Sureties for Completion of Housing Estates.
The Members welcomed the report on Cash Bonds as sureties for completion of Housing Estates.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Members approved the recommendation to increase the cash surety to €3,300 per dwelling.

Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer, responded to a number of queries raised by the Members in relation to Planning Bonds and they agreed to review the matter again in the near future.   
134/05
Sale of Fee Simple on 20 Mary Street (Section 183 Notice circulated on                            25th July, 2005).
On the proposal of  Councillor D. Wilton, seconded by Councillor T. Byrne, the Members agreed to the sale of fee simple interest in property at 20 Mary Street, Drogheda - held under Lease 1811, dated 6th November 1956 – The Mayor Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough of Drogheda to Cairnes Ltd – to Mr. Fergal McCabe, Mr. Brendan McCabe, Mr. Aidan McCabe and Ms. Orlaith Hedges for the sum of €10,000.00 plus costs and expenses.   
135/05
Sale of Site at Ballsgrove (Section 183 Notice circulated on 6th July, 2005).
On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Members agreed to the sale of piece of ground at Ballsgrove Neighbourhood Centre to Mr. Ray Dolan, Mattog Ltd for the sum of €150,000.00 plus costs and expenses.
The Members expressed their satisfaction that the sale of this piece of ground by Drogheda Borough Council would facilitate the retention of the Post Office at Ballsgrove.   
136/05

Sale of Fee Simple on 10 & 11 Ship Street (Section 183 Notice circulated                on 7th July, 2005).
On the proposal of  Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members agreed to the sale of fee simple interest in properties at 10 and 11 Ship Street, Drogheda held under Lease 1032, dated 10th February 1837 – The Corporation of Drogheda to Henry Smith Esquire – to Mr. Sean Finnegan for the sum of €381.00 plus costs and expenses per house.
137/05

Sale of Fee Simple on 16, 18, 20 & 21 Ship Street (Section 183 Notice circulated   on 22nd July, 2005).
The Members agreed to defer this matter until the next Meeting and to circulate the Section 183 Notice again in advance of the Meeting.
138/05

Suspension of Standing Orders.
The Mayor agreed to Suspend Standing Orders to discuss a proposed development in County Meath on the Southern Environs of Drogheda between Colpe Cross and Beamore.   

A number of  Members expressed their concern at the scale of this proposed development and also expressed disappointment that they were not being kept informed on a regular basis on progress in relation to the Greater Drogheda Area Planning Strategy.

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager, replied that an initial draft working report has been received in relation to the Planning Strategy and that this draft report would be brought before the Steering Committee, made up of Members from the three Local Authorities, in the next six weeks.   The County Manager noted that these lands are included in the Greater Drogheda Area Planning Strategy and that a Local Area Plan had not yet been made in respect of the lands.   

The Members agreed that as soon as the draft report on the Planning Strategy is brought before the Steering Committee, a Special Meeting of  Drogheda Borough Council should be held to discuss its contents.   
139/05
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.
“That Drogheda Borough Council ensure that remedial work takes place in Glenmore Drive following the road opening to allow access to the Cottage Hospital and that the Council resurfaces the road in the estate”.

Reply:  The Borough Council will ensure that the remedial works are undertaken as soon as possible.   Resurfacing of the road in Glenmore Estate will be put forward in the Special Road Works Programme for next year.

The position was noted by the Members.

140/05
Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash.
“That this Council extends the 50 kilometres per hour speed limit west of Boyne Meadow on the old Slane Road in the interests of public safety”.

Reply:  The Borough Council agrees with this proposal and the necessary procedures will be put in hand.
The position was noted by the Members.
141/05

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Calling on this council to provide basic road safety traffic calming measures in Mell.

A traffic calming island similar to the very effective one on the North Road and pedestrian lights at Mell school”.

Reply:  The Borough Council has agreed that the feasibility of providing traffic calming islands at Mell, similar to the ones on North Road, would be investigated.   If feasible, their provision can be included in the 2006 Roadworks Programme which will come before the Members for approval.   The provision of a controlled pedestrian crossing at the Mell  school can be included in the 2006 Roadworks Programme which will also come before the Members for approval.
The position was noted by the Members.

142/05
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.

“In the interests of the local community that Drogheda Borough Council move the ‘bring bank’ at Platin Road to a more suitable location”.

Reply:  The Bring Bank at Platin Road is considered to be in a satisfactory location and it is not recommended that it be relocated or removed altogether.

Following a lengthy discussion on this Notice of Motion, the County Manager indicated that this location would be given priority in terms of surveillance for indiscriminate and illegal dumping.

Councillor F. Maher requested that in the event of no progress being made in this matter, the Borough Council should actively seek a more suitable site for the Bring Bank.   

143/05

Notice of Motion – Councillor A. Donohoe.
“That funding be allocated from the 2006 Budgetary Estimates for traffic calming on Matthews Lane at Knockbrack Downs and Knockbrack Close”.

Reply:  The need for traffic calming measures at Matthews Lane will be investigated and if required will be put forward in the Roadworks Programme for 2006 which will come before the Council Members for approval.

The position was noted by the Members.

144/05

Notice of Motion – Councillor T. Byrne.

“That Drogheda Borough Council implement a ban on heavy goods vehicles using Mary Street, Duleek Street and Platin Road in the interest of public safety”.

Reply:  The Mary Street/Duleek Street/Platin Road is one of the major thoroughfares within the Borough road network.   It is also the alternative route for vehicles on occasions when there are road closures on the Dublin Road.   It is not recommended that this route has a Heavy Goods Vehicle restriction.   In order to achieve unimpeded traffic flow on Mary Street it will be necessary, in the near future, to restrict parking at the pinch points by introducing double yellow lines from the Duleek Street junction to James Street/Dublin Road junction.
The position was noted by the Members.

145/05

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.

“That this Council urgently request Louth County Council to immediately purchase relevant lands, either by direct negotiation with landowners or through compulsory purchase order for the construction of the specific section of the proposed Northern Port Access Route from Newtownstalaban to Tom Roe’s Point”.

Reply:   It is understood that Louth County Council is progressing the provision of the entire Northern Port Access Route in conjunction with the Developers and other landowners involved.
In response to this Notice of Motion, the County Manager indicated that the provision of the Northern Cross Route for its entire length is a priority project for Louth County Council and discussions are ongoing with the NRA regarding the funding of that section of the route from Newtownstalaban to Tom Roe’s Point.   

The position was noted by the Members.

146/05

Notice of Question – Councillor T. Byrne.

“That Drogheda Borough Council implement safety measures at the entrance to Wheaton Hall, which would include proper road markings and the removal of part of the kerb at the southern side to allow vehicles easier access southwards, in the interest of public safety and freer movement of traffic?”.

Reply:  The Borough Council will have the road markings at the junction of Wheaton Hall on the Dublin Road renewed.

The position was noted by the Members.

147/05

Notice of Question – Councillor M. O’Dowd.

“Is the Pedestrian Crossing in Dyer St. still in use as there is confusion among both pedestrians and drivers at present”.

Reply:  Due to the building works in Dyer Street, there are a number of temporary pedestrian crossings where hoardings obstruct the footpath.   The pedestrian crossing at the Haymarket Bridge/Dyer Street has been removed due to footpath obstructions at this location.   New pedestrian crossings will be installed at this junction.

The position was noted by the Members.

148/05

Notice of Question – Councillor G. Nash.

“Will the Council indicate if it has any plans to purchase additional land within the Borough for the purpose of constructing local authority housing?”.

Reply:   The Council will continue to pursue a policy of purchasing suitable land for the purpose of local authority housing.   

The position was noted by the Members.

149/05

Notice of Question – Councillor P. Bell.

“That this Council clarify the exact level of expenditure on replacement of doors and windows in our existing housing stock and that this Council confirm the total number of tenancies facilitated through the replacement programme?”.

Reply:  

1. Costings for 100 properties surveyed in February 2005 would be in the sum of €275,000 ex-VAT.

2. Money spend in 2005 to date on 13 properties is €39,481.00 ex-VAT.

3. Current list stands at 98 properties.

4. There has been 7 part orders given in August 2005 (e.g. single door/window) due to safety issues.

The position was noted by the Members.

150/05

Notice of Question – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Has this Borough Council identified areas of land for the proposed skateboard park for Drogheda?”.

Reply:   The Borough Council is continuing to assess potential suitable sites for a skateboard park.

The position was noted by the Members.
This concluded the business of the Meeting.



    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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