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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday 10th January, 2005 at 7. 30 p.m.

In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash.



 Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne,  A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey,



F. Maher, J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, M. O’Dowd,



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton, M. Coogan.

OFFICIALS:



Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager,






Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,






Ms. M. Whearty, Administrative Officer,






Mr. B. Murphy, Senior Staff Officer,






Mr. T. Savage, Acting Senior Executive Planner,






Ms. J. Chadwick, Conservation Officer,






Mr. M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer.



1/05

Condolences.

At the outset, the Mayor referred to the Tsunami Disaster in South East Asia and formally extended sympathy to the families and friends of the bereaved and everyone affected by the tragedy.   The Members associated themselves with the sentiments expressed by the Mayor and agreed to make a donation of their salary for one month as a contribution towards the relief efforts.   

Tributes were also paid to the late Jim Garry, one of Drogheda’s finest historians and condolences were extended to his family.   

A minute’s silence was then observed by the Members and those in attendance as a mark of respect.    
2/05

Confirmation of Minutes.  

Councillor K. O’Heiligh raised a query regarding the Minutes of 8th November, 2004 in relation to Submission Number 75 in the Draft Development Plan.   Mr. T. Savage, Acting Senior Executive Planner responded to the query raised.   

Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to the Minutes of 14th December, 2004 and stated that they did not accurately reflect his comments at the meeting.   Councillor O’Heiligh referred to correspondence which he circulated to the Members and a statement which he read at the Meeting and he submitted copies of these documents to the Town Clerk to be recorded in the Minutes.
Finally, on the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Minutes of Draft Development Plan Meetings held on 11th October 2004, 4th November 2004, 8th November 2004, 22nd November 2004, 24th November 2004, 7th December 2004,  Annual Budget Meeting held on 1st December 2004 and Council Meetings held on 6th December 2004 and 14th December 2004  were adopted subject to the  amendments outlined.
3/05

Record of Protected Structures 
Mr. T. Savage, Acting Senior Executive Planner, and Ms. J. Chadwick, Conservation Officer, made a presentation to the Meeting of the proposed structures for inclusion in the Record of Protected Structures.   The Members noted the position.   

Mr. T. Savage then referred to a submission which had been received in relation to No. 106 West Street which had not been dealt with previously.   

Ms. J. Chadwick, Conservation Officer pointed out the architectural merit of the building which dates from the period between 1690-1730.   Following a discussion on the listing of this building, and on the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton, the Members agreed to list the front  facade of the building only.   

4/05

Part 8 – Installation of Co-location facility to facilitate the connection of Telecommunication Operators into the proposed Drogheda Area Network.

Mr. M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer, responded to Members queries in relation to the siting of the proposed Co-location facility at Rope Walk.   Following a discussion by the Members on various aspects of the development, and on the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor T. Murphy, the Members agreed to note the report and recommendation and to proceed with the works accordingly.
5/05

Report on Domestic Refuse Service. 

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk read the report on the Domestic Refuse Service which had been circulated to the Members at the start of the Meeting.
Each of the Members welcomed the comprehensive report prepared by the Town Clerk and staff and noted that it had addressed the issues which had been raised at the Meeting held on 14th December, 2004.   

Councillor K. O’Heiligh thanked the Town Clerk and staff for the very comprehensive submission .   He stated however that he had not had an opportunity to consider the report in full and requested that the matter be deferred for further discussion until the next Meeting.   

A number of Members referred to the serious allegations which had been made at the Meeting held on 14th December 2004 and in light of this report, requested Councillor O’Heiligh to withdraw the remarks which he had made and to apologise to the Town Clerk and staff.   

Councillor O’Heiligh replied that he had made a statement at the previous Meeting on the basis of documents which he believed had been altered and advised the Meeting that he would not be withdrawing the remarks which had been made.   

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, advised the Meeting that he was satisfied that the report was an accurate and factual account of the relevant details since charges were introduced by the Borough Council for the Domestic Refuse Collection Service in 1999.

Councillor M. O’Dowd proposed that the report be accepted in full.   This proposal was seconded by The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash.   

Councillor K. O’Heiligh stated that he supported the integrity of the staff but still believed that documents had been altered.   He proposed that the report be deferred for further consideration.   This proposal was seconded by Councillor D. Wilton.   

The matter was then put to a roll call vote, which resulted as follows:

In favour of the amendment to defer consideration of the report:

For:




Councillors:
T. Byrne, M. Coogan,








 K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.


=
4

Against:


Councillors:
P. Bell, A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey,








F. Maher, J. Mulroy, T. Murphy,








G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 


=
8

The amendment was declared to be defeated.

The substantive motion to accept the report in full was then put to a roll call vote, which resulted as follows:
For:




Councillors:
P. Bell, M. Coogan, A. Donohoe,








M. Godfrey, F. Maher, J. Mulroy,








T. Murphy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd,








D. Wilton.




=
10

Against:


Councillors:
T. Byrne, K. O’Heiligh


=
2

The substantive motion was declared to be carried.

6/05

To fix date for Meeting of Steering Committee regarding Planning Strategy for the Greater Drogheda Area.

The Members agreed that the Town Clerk would arrange this meeting before the end of January and advise the members of the Steering Committee accordingly.   

7/05

To fix date for Meeting of Protocol Committee.

The Members agreed to meet on Wednesday, 19th January, 2005 at 7.00 p.m. 

8/05

To fix date for Meeting in Committee with Chief Executive,  Drogheda Port.

The Members agreed to meet on Wednesday, 19th January, 2005 at 8.00 p.m.

9/05

Any other business



Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk advised the Members that a Public Meeting in relation to Broadband would be held in The Boyne Valley Hotel on Tuesday, 18th January, 2005 at 6.30 p.m.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash,  referred to a meeting with the RAPID Co-ordinator and it was agreed to arrange this meeting to be held in advance of the February Meeting on Monday, 7th February, 2005.


This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha





DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL








PAGE  

