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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday 6th September 2004 at 7. 30 p.m.

In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash



 Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, A. Donohoe,



M. Godfrey, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, T. Murphy,



M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

OFFICIALS:



Ms. M. Moloney, Co. Manager,






Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,

133/04

Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Meeting held on 5th July 2004 and  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 12th July  2004.

Condolences

134/04

The Mayor announced that he had arranged for the opening of a book of condolences in relation to the Beslan Tragedy in Southern Russia and that he had also written to the Russian Ambassador to express his condolences on behalf of the people of Drogheda.

The Members also passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Anthony Kenny Senior,

The family of the late Joseph Matthews Senior,

The family of the late Fergus Egleston, (Retired Senior Executive Engineer)

The family of the late Albert McMillan (father of Alan McMillan, Donal O’Buachalla, Valuers)

The family of the late Damien McNamara and the White family, Broadmeadows, Drogheda.

135/04

Matters arising from Minutes.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes.

136/04

Monthly Progress Report.

The Members noted the monthly Progress Report and raised queries on the following matters:

Councillor M. Godfrey:

· Safety issue for pedestrians at traffic lights at Bullring Junction.

· Safety issue for pedestrians at traffic lights at Haymarket Junction.

· Also trucks parking outside Bus Depot.

· Programme to be put in place regarding the cleaning of gullies throughout the town.

Councillor F. Maher:

· Area around ESB Sub-Station in Mary Street requires cleaning.

· Outstanding works to be carried at Calvary Cemetery including additional parking.

· Cromwell’s Lane in poor condition.

· Traffic islands in Marley’s Lane require attention including painting. 

· Broken fence at Drogheda Boys FC ground onto Marleys Lane requires attention.

· Up to date position on traffic survey. 

· Anti-social behaviour in Cedarfield and Cedarfield Close.

· Alley in Cedarfield Close requires to be closed off.

Councillor A. Donohoe:

· Position on provision of wall at Stameen.

· Joyriding in a number of estates throughout the town.

· Traffic calming measures to be considered.

· Road markings required at Bothar Brugha School and drop off point.

Councillor D. Wilton:

· Roundabout to be considered at Kieran’s Corner instead of traffic lights.

· Parking spaces at Interflora in Shop Street causing difficulty.

Councillor P. Bell:

· Joyriding in a number of areas around the town.

· Ramps to be considered.

· Traffic obstruction at Haymarket Bridge caused by parking.

· Bollards to be considered.

Councillor M. O’Dowd:

· Position on various estates to be taken in charge including Westcourt and Beaulieu View.

· Concern by residents at the Glen regarding removal of obstacles.

Councillor M. Coogan:

· Missing man-hole covers at Tredagh View and illegal dumping of rubbish.

· Security fencing required at No. 48 Beechwood Ave.

· Wall at gable-end of last house in Cedarfield needs to be raised.

· Gullies at No. 214 Marian Park require attention.

Councillor T. Byrne:

· Dangerous entrance to Boyne Valley Hotel and housing estate requires attention.

· Hedge needs to be cut back at steps at Railway Arms on Dublin Road to Marsh Road.

· Piping needed at bottom of Poorhouse Lane to alleviate flooding.

· Area at entrance to Longwood Estate on Dublin Road needs to be reseeded.

· Bessexwell Lane to be considered for cobblelock.

· Dangerous bend at entrance to Sunnyside Cottages requires attention.

Councillor J. Mulroy:

· Donore Road entrance off Motorway into Drogheda requires funding.

· CCTV required in monitoring anti-social behaviour.

· Position regarding banning heavy commercial vehicles off Crosslanes.

· Extension of no-parking areas to be considered at Scarlet Crescent.

· Footpath in dangerous condition at Boyle O’Reilly Terrace.

Councillor T. Murphy:

· Pedestrain crossing required at shop at Hardman’s Gardens.

· Traffic safety issue at corner shop in Newfield.

· Ramps required at Avenue Three, Yellowbatter and upper part of Pearse Park.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh:

· Restricted sightlines at junctions on Donore Road including Marymount School, Donore Road Industrial Estate and Marley’s Lane.

· Traffic safety issues during carrying out of works at North Road.

· Update on provision of ramps at Ballsgrove.

· Pedestrain Crossing for School Warden at Bothar Brugha requires examination.

The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash.

· Traffic calming measures required at Flaxmill Lane.

· Position regarding unauthorized chip van trading at Tredagh View.

· Location to be provided for buses for schools at Bothar Brugha.

Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer noted the queries raised by the Members for further attention and response to individual Members.

Parking Control (Pay Parking Bye-Laws)

A report was circulated to the meeting setting out the works associated with the pay parking arrangements which were completed on the 19th August 2004.

The Members discussed the report and various issues regarding parking throughout the town and the new pay parking arrangements.   The Members agreed to proceed with the proposal to provide a Parking Permit to cater for residents who have no car of their own but due to infirmity require assistance of Carers to call to them on a regular basis.

The Members agreed to discuss the parking issues throughout the town in more detail at the next meeting of the Borough Council.

137/04

Central Heating Programme.

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, informed the meeting that the Borough Council are providing for the installation of central heating systems in 38 old persons dwellings in 2004.   The work is underway and is expected to be completed by the end of September.   The Town Clerk added that the Borough Council has made a submission in response to the recent announcement of Government Funding for central heating and subject to funding the Borough Council will undertake a central heating programme on the remaining 223 houses requiring central heating as follows:

2004


additional 20 houses

2005


50 houses

2006 – 2009
153 houses

The Members welcomed the progress which is being made in this matter.

138/04

Pilot Rent Supplement Scheme.
The Town Clerk submitted a report to the meeting setting out details of the new pilot scheme to meet long term housing needs of supplement recipients.
The Members noted that Drogheda Borough Council along with a number of other Councils had been selected as one of the lead authorities to progress this pilot project over a period of three years for accommodating rent supplement recipients of 18 months continuous duration, who had been accessed as having long term housing needs.

The Members noted that Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Housing Officer would update them on this project and other housing matters at a Special Housing Meeting to be arranged.

139/04

Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Graves Lane, Marsh Road, Drogheda.

The Members noted that no submissions had been received in response to the extinguishment of the public right of way process and on the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by The Mayor Councillor G. Nash the Members agreed to extinguish the public right of way.

On the suggestion of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members agreed to request the developers to erect a plaque on the laneway regarding the history of Graves Lane.

140/04

Nomination of Councillor to Drogheda Community Drugs & Alcohol Forum.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, Councillor T. Murphy was nominated to the Drogheda Community Drugs and Alcohol Forum.

141/04

To fix date for meeting of Steering Committee for the Planning Strategy of the Greater Drogheda Area.

The Members agreed to arrange a meeting between the Consultants and the Steering Committee on the 23rd September 2004 at 2.30 pm, venue to be notified.

142/04

Allocation of 2004 Amenity Grants.

On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members agreed to the adoption of the proposed allocations under the 2004 Amenity Grants Scheme as circulated.
143/04

Disposal of plot of ground at the Twenties to Mr. & Mrs. J. O’Neill.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members agreed to the disposal of plot of ground at the Twenties to Mr. & Mrs. J. O’Neill for the sum of €5,000.00 plus costs and expenses.

144/04

Disposal of plot of ground at the Twenties to Mr. & Mrs. A. McKeon. 

On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy , seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the Members agreed to the disposal of plot of ground at The Twenties to Mr. & Mrs. A. McKeon for the sum of €5,000.00 plus costs and expenses.

145/04

Disposal of 1.264 acres at rear of Carmelite Cottages, Marsh Road, Drogheda to Mr. Gerard Foy.

Following some consideration of the proposed disposal, the Members agreed to defer this matter to the next meeting.

146/04

Disposal of Fee Simple Interest in premises at 42 Highfield, Drogheda to Gerard and Louise Judge.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor T. Murphy the Members agreed to dispose of the fee simple interest in premises at 42 Highfield, Drogheda held under Lease No. 2044 – The Mayor Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough of Drogheda to Jane Marron, dated 15th July 1964 at a yearly rent of €12.70 to Gerard and Louise Judge for the sum of €254.00 plus costs and expenses.

147/04

To consider the establishment of Municipal Policy Committees and to consider the establishment of a Protocol Committee.

On the proposal of The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed in principle to the establishment of Municipal Policy Committees.

It was agreed to set up a Protocol Committee to consider proposals for the establishment of the Municipal Policy Committees and to examine other matters as appropriate.

The following Members were elected to this Committee:

The Mayor, G. Nash, Councillor F. Maher, Councillor P. Bell, Councillor M. Godfrey, Councillor M. Coogan, Councillor M. O’Dowd.

148/04
To consider review of Corporate Plan.

The Members agreed to hold a Special Meeting to consider a review of the Corporate Plan and that an external facilitator would be available to the meeting.

149/04

To consider arrangements  for training for New Council.

The Town Clerk reminded Members of induction seminars for newly elected Members which are being organized by the Institute of Public Administration and also policy focused seminars which are being arranged in early 2005 by the DOEHLG.   

The Members agreed that any other training requirements should be considered by the Protocol Committee

150/04

To consider request for presentation by RAPID Co-ordinator on RAPID Programme.

The Members agreed that a presentation by the RAPID Co-ordinator should be held in conjunction with the proposed housing meeting.

151/04

To consider request for presentation by Louth Hospitality Ltd.

The Members agreed to a presentation by Louth Hospitality Ltd at the October Council Meeting.

152/04

To consider request for presentation on Eastern River Basin District Project.

The Members agreed to a presentation on the Eastern River Basin District Project at a suitable meeting.

This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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