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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday 3rd April, 2006 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor T. Murphy.



Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Cogan, 




A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, J. Milroy, 



G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, 


D. Wilton.





OFFICIALS:


Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager,


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,






Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer, 




Mr. G. Murphy, Senior Staff Officer,






Mr. M. McCabe, Senior Staff Officer.

54/06

Vote of Condolences. 

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of condolences to:

The family of the late Mr. John Busby, Retired Station Officer.

The Smith family on the death of Mr. Michael Smith.

The Hughes family on the death of Mrs. Sheila Hughes.

The Rooney family on the death of Jackie Rooney.

The Cunningham family on the death of Mr. Derek Cunningham.

The King family on the death of Mr. James King.

The McEvoy family on the death of Mr. M. McEvoy.

Mr. Ray McEvoy on the death of his brother.

Mr. Barney Flannery on the death of his mother.

55/06

Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 6th March, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.   

56/06

Matters arising from the Minutes.

With regard to Matters arising from the Minutes, the Members raised the following:

· Report to be sought from ESB on condition of public lighting throughout the town

· Pedestrian crossing at Mell to be located close to school and church

· Copy of letter from NBA in relation to Remedial Works Scheme at St. Finian’s Park to be circulated to the Members.

57/06

Presentation by Mr. Brendan McSherry, Heritage Officer.

Mr. B. McSherry, Heritage Officer made a presentation to the Meeting on the preparation of a Conservation Plan on the town walls.   It was agreed that a draft of the Conservation Plan would be put before the next Council Meeting.   The following points were noted during the course of the presentation:

· Joint application has been made with Carrickfergus for Intereg funding

· Work on restoration of part of Ramparts Walk has been completed at a cost of approximately €150,000 

· An allocation of €30,000 is available under the Urban Renewal Scheme for work on the Buttergate

· Drogheda Borough Council has joined the Irish Walled Towns Network

The Members welcomed the presentation and raised the following points for consideration:

· Opening up of St. Laurence’s Gate to be given consideration

· Chord Road Cemetery in poor condition

· Drogheda should be marketed as a Heritage Town with literature available at centres such as Newgrange etc.

· A lot of buildings throughout the town have significance in conservation terms and plaques should be erected on these buildings

58/06

Monthly Progress Reports.

The Monthly Progress Reports were noted and welcomed by the Members.   The following matters were then raised:

· Steps from Dublin Road to Marsh Road require cleaning

· Permit parking to be considered for residents at Boyle O’Reilly Terrace

· Taking in charge of Ashfield Estate to be expedited 

· Bollards to be considered between Constitution Hill and Chord Road

· Yellow box required at Esso garage on Dublin Road to facilitate traffic

· Demand for disabled parking on North Quay

· Water leaking from Poor House Lane onto Marsh Road

· Trees require attention in Westcourt Estate

· Poor condition of footpaths at Brookville

· Bollards required at McDonald’s shop at Hardman’s Garden

· Up to date position on provision of fencing at Moneymore Pitch

· Graffiti requires attention at a number of locations throughout the town

· Traffic calming required at Mell to prevent speeding

· Parking meters to be considered in Bothar Brugha

· Ramps required to prevent speeding at Castlemanor

· Ramps and bins required in Scarlet Crescent

· Trench and road between Hanratty’s and Termon Abbey on Termonfeckin Road causing problems

· Urgent need for placement of bollards to prevent parking at Haymarket particularly at the weekend

· Bollards required between Ballsgrove and Rathmullen

· Ramp required in Blackbush Lane to prevent speeding

· Footpath repairs required in Rathmullen and Ballsgrove

· Up to date position on provision of ramps in back alleys at Ballsgrove

· Difficulty seeing ramps at Scotch Hall and Marley’s Lane at night

· Parking problems at Bothar Brugha

· Consideration to be given to extension of carpark on Donore Road

· Up to date position on provision of new road between King Street and Francis Street

Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer and Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk responded to the majority of the queries raised by the Members.   The remaining queries were noted for further investigation.

59/06

Taking in charge of Housing Estates at Cedarfield, Cedarfield Close, Fountain Hill and Mayfield.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Members agreed to the Taking in Charge of the following Housing Estates:

· Cedarfield

· Cedarfield Close

· Fountain Hill

· Mayfield

60/06

Part 8 – Local Government Planning & Development Regulations 2001 – Construction of 130 No. Social & Affordable housing units together with associated site works at Newtown/Termonfeckin Road, Drogheda.

The Members noted and welcomed the Planning Report on the construction of 130 no. Social & Affordable housing units and associated site works at Newtown/Termonfeckin Road.    

61/06

Disposal of property at 11 Highfield, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 15th March, 2006).

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor T. Byrne, the Members approved the disposal of property at 11 Highfield, Drogheda to Peter & Mary Fuller for the sum of €254 plus costs and expenses.

62/06

To fix date for meeting on Housing and related matters.

It was agreed that Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer, would contact the Members to arrange a suitable meeting. 

63/06

To consider up to date position regarding Transportation Study.

The Members noted that 19 submissions had been received in response to the Draft Transportation Study.   It was agreed to arrange a special meeting on Monday 10th April, 2006 to consider the submissions.   

64/06

Launch of Drogheda Metropolitan Area Network on Tuesday, 4th April, 2006 at 6.30 p.m. at The d Hotel.

The Members noted that the Launch of Drogheda Metropolitan Area Network would take place on Tuesday, 4th April, 2006 at 6.30 p.m. at The d Hotel.

65/06
Notice of Motion – Councillor A. Donohoe.

“That this council reviews its plan on street parking policy in residential locations skirting the town’s commercial centre and alleviate the difficulties being experienced daily by their local residents”.
Reply:   It is the intention of Drogheda Borough Council to review pay parking around the commercial centre of the town.   This review will have regard to impact on residents and recommendations that will be forthcoming from Traffic Management Study.

The position was noted by the Members

66/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.

“That this Council invites the Town Clerk in conjunction with the Department of Justice to bring forward a report outlining how the changes, introduced in the Intoxicating Liquor Act 2003, which promises “a new role for local authorities” relating to exemption orders, will/could impact on the Council”.

Reply:  Report in this matter will be brought before the Members as early as possible.

The position was noted by the Members.
67/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.

“That this Council immediately commence planning proceedings under the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations, 2001 (PART 8) in furtherance of claim for the restoration of the Bottle Bank facility at the Ballsgrove Shops Complex, by the residents of Ballsgrove, Highfield, Cherrymount, Rathmullen and St. Finian’s Park”.

Reply:   Investigations are ongoing to identify alternative suitable site and matter will be discussed further with Members before proceeding to planning process.

The position was noted by the Members.

68/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan.

“That this Borough Council calls an emergency meeting to be held in relation to the housing crisis as the waiting list now exceeds 800”.

Reply:  A meeting to discuss Housing and related matters will be arranged with the Members as soon as possible.

Amendment to Notice of Motion No. 16 on Agenda dated 6th March, 2006 to read as follows:

“That this proposed meeting be held in public and not in committee”.

Following a roll call vote the Members agreed to hold the meeting on Housing and related matters in committee and to provide an update at the following monthly meeting in public.

69/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash.

“That this Council invites senior officials from the Industrial Development Authority (IDA) to a meeting of Drogheda Borough Council to outline the agency’s strategy for inward investment in Drogheda and to enable them to provide the Members with details of the actions taken by the Authority to encourage investment in Drogheda”.

Reply:  Subject to the Members approval, arrangements will be put in hand to invite IDA representatives to a meeting of Drogheda Borough Council.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash, this notice of motion was withdrawn.

70/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Will the Members of this Council support the Department of Education’s recommendations that two large post primary schools are required in the Drogheda Northern Environs Plan and the further recommendations that the site locations should ideally be close to the areas of greatest residential population.

Reply:  The Department of Education has made a submission to the North Drogheda Environs Plan and this will now be considered in conjunction with other submissions received following the public display period which closed on 20th March, 2006.

Councillor D. Wilton referred to a submission made by the Department of Education and Science by letter in May, 2005 and stated that this submission had not been considered in the preparation of the Draft Northern Environs Plan.   He also made reference to a second submission received in March, 2006.   He suggested that an investigation should be carried out into this matter and that disciplinary action should be taken against the staff of Louth County Council involved.

A number of Members supported the terms of the Notice of Motion.   However, concern was expressed at the remarks made by Councillor Wilton and he was requested to withdrawn same.

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager, stated that she took grave exception at the comments made by Councillor Wilton and stated that they were unfair and unhelpful.   She indicated that officials of Louth County Council had met with the Department of Education and Science and that it will be a matter for the Members of Louth County Council to decide on the matter when it comes before them.

71/06

Correspondence

Correspondence from Fr. Iggy O’Donovan, OSA, inviting the Mayor and Members of Drogheda Borough Council to a celebration of Mass in the Augustinian Church on Easter Sunday to mark the 90th Anniversary of 1916 was noted.   

Correspondence from Deputy Fergus O’Dowd regarding the future of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital was noted and it was agreed by the Members to consider this matter further at the Special Meeting to be held on Monday, 10th April, 2006 at 7.00 p.m.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.



    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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