Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 9th September 2009 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Jim Tenanty
Other Members:
Councillors Dolores Minogue, Pearse McGeough, Fintan Malone, Leonard Hatrick, Michael Farrelly, Mary Kavanagh, Finnan McCoy, Padraig McKenny


Officials:

Joan Martin, Town Manager.





Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer.






Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk

-------------------------------

MINUTE 47/09
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 8th July  2009 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Michael Farrelly, seconded by Cllr. Finnan McCoy.
MINUTE 48/09
Nomination to the County Development Board
Cllr. McKenny was nominated on the proposal of Cllr. Farrelly, seconded by Cllr. Malone.  Cllr. McKenny, as a result of new commitments to the County Development Board, nominated Cllr. Kavanagh to the Heritage Forum in his place, seconded by Cllr. Malone.
MINUTE 49/09
Notice of Motion 

From Cllr. Kavanagh
That Ardee Town Council apply to the Department of Transport for funding to install cycle lanes in Ardee”
Cllr Kavanagh asked members to support her motion that Ardee Town Council submits an application to the Smarter Travel Areas Competition.  Joan Martin outlined the criteria for the competition and advised members that the closing date for receipt of phase 1 applications is the end of October 2009.  Joan Martin said that if members were keen to submit a proposal it could be looked into.
Cllr McCoy raised concerns over the possible loss of parking spaces if cycle lanes were to be introduced.  Cllr Malone, Cllr McKenny and Cllr McGeough all supported this motion.  Cllr Kavanagh felt that cycle lanes are the way forward and a reintroduction of cycling to society will contribute to reduced traffic congestion and a reduction in obesity. 
MINUTE 50/09

Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Tuam Town Council – Members supported this motion on the proposal of Cllr. McGeough, seconded by  Cllr. Hatrick
· Mullingar Town Council – Members supported this motion on the proposal of Cllr. Malone, seconded by Cllr Farrelly.

MINUTE 51/09

Correspondence 

Dept Environment, Heritage & Local Government – Noted
Office of the Minister for Education & Science – Mairead Duffy clarified that this correspondence was in response to a letter sent to the Minister in relation to Scoil Mhuire na Trocaire (Minute 33/09) – Noted
LCC Planning Dept. – Noted 

Office of the Minister of State, Dept Agriculture Fisheries & Food – Cllr McKenny explained to members the background of this letter.  Joan Martin advised that there is now a Tree Preservation Order in place at Redhouse, Ardee.
Cllr McKenny proposed that a Tree Preservation Order be put in place for trees at St. Josephs, Ardee.  Joan Martin asked that a motion to this effect be submitted for the next meeting.

Trocaire – members agreed to support this motion on the proposal of Cllr. McGeough, seconded by Cllr McKenny.
Nuclear Free Local Authorities Secretariat – Noted
MINUTE 52/09

AOB
Congratulations – Cllr. McCoy congratulated Tallonstown on their gold medal award in the recent Tidy Towns Competition.  Cllr. McCoy also congratulated June Rowe who won the Best Garden award in the Active Retirement Regional Awards.
Ashtrays  – Cllr. Minogue told members that some members of the public have complained about the appearance of the new ashtrays placed outside pubs in Ardee.  Cllr Hatrick felt it was great to have somewhere to dispose of cigarette butts.  Cllr McKenny suggested that a public health warning be put on these ashtrays.  Paul Gallagher agreed to pass details onto the Environment Section of Louth County Council.
Concealed Entrance – Cllr McKenny asked that a concealed entrance sign be erected to highlight the entrance to St Patrick’s Terrace on the Dundalk Rd.  Paul Gallagher was unsure if this would be possible and agreed to look into the matter.
Lighting at the N33 Junction  – Cllr. Malone asked about lighting at the N33 junction.  Paul Gallagher advised that there is currently an application with the Department in relation to this.
Street Signs – Cllr. Malone asked for the missing street signs to be replaced throughout the town.  Paul Gallagher suggested the members consider the use of Ardee Town Council funds, if available, to purchase these signs in their 2010 budget.
Pay Parking – Cllr. Malone asked for consideration to be given to the introduction of carers permits within pay parking areas in Ardee.  Joan Martin will look into the matter.  Cllr McKenny requested that proceeds from pay parking are handed over to Ardee Town Council.
Banner Poles – Cllr. Hatrick asked if all banner poles had been erected and Paul Gallagher confirmed that were all in place.
Bollards – Cllr McCoy commended Paul Gallagher and his staff on the erection of bollards at the Kells Road junction and Bridge St.

Dog Litter – Cllr Farrelly raised concerns over the large volume of dog litter in public places and asked if this can be highlighted on dog licence applications.  Joan Martin advised that fines are issued for this offence but the matter will be raised with the Environment Section.

Dawson’s Demesne – Cllr Farrelly asked that something be done about flooding as a result of heavy rain in Dawson’s Demesne.  Paul Gallagher will look into it. 

Lights at Day-care Centre – Cllr Farrelly asked if it would be possible to have lights erected at the Day-care Centre.
Road Signs – Cllr McGeough asked that improved signage be erected for traffic exiting Townspark to the Mullinstown Road.  Paul Gallagher advised that there are existing advance warning signs for this junction and funding is being sought.

Vote of Sympathy – A vote of sympathy was proposed by Cllr. McKenny to Paul Gallagher on the death of his Father.  All Councillors asked to be associated with the vote of sympathy.

Congratulations – Cllr Tenanty congratulaed Louth County Council staff on work carried out to tidy up Railway Walk.  Cllr Tenanty also congratulated and offered best wishes to all new residents of Oakley.  Cllr Tenanty thanked all who were involved in the opening of the Minipitch last month.  Cllr McCoy congratulated the Ardee Festival Committee on a job well done in the organisation of the Turf Man Festival.
Chairman Jim Tenanty thanked them for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
