Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 11th November 2009 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Jim Tenanty
Other Members:
Councillors Dolores Minogue, Pearse McGeough, Fintan Malone, Leonard Hatrick, Michael Farrelly, Mary Kavanagh, Padraig McKenny


Officials:

Joan Martin, Town Manager.





Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer.






Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk

-------------------------------

MINUTE 62/09
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 14th October 2009 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Michael Farrelly, seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny.
MINUTE 63/09
Budget Meeting 2010
A provisional date of 13th January 2010 was set for the 2010 Budget Meeting.  
MINUTE 64/09
Special Grant for Footpaths
Paul Gallagher explained the scheme, outlined what was done previously and opened the floor to suggestions.  Several suggestions were put forward and Paul Gallagher will work on the submission in line with these suggestions as follows:
· Jervis St.

· N33 Round-about
· Castleguard Rd

· Marys football field to Sliabh Breagh

· Drogheda Rd

MINUTE 65/09

Ardee Town Application for Smarter Travel Areas Funding

Joan Martin distributed the submission to members and gave a brief outline of the submission contents.  Ms Martin thanked the working group and advised that a decision should be reached before the end of the month as to the success of the application.
Cllr. Tenanty thanked all involved and hopes Ardee Town Council get something out of the submission.  Cllr Kavanagh praised Joan Martin for her foresight and vision in bringing the submission together.  Cllr. McGeough thanked all the students involved and suggested the Student Council be invited to meet with Ardee Town Council.  Cllr Tenanty agreed to make contact with the Student Council with a view to inviting them to a monthly meeting.

Cllr McKenny and Cllr Malone both praised the submission.
MINUTE 66/09

Notice of Motion 

5.1
From Cllr. Hatrick
“that this Town Council support the efforts of the Dundalk Hospital  Committee and Dundalk Town Council, in their endeavours to retain full services at the Louth County Hospital, together with full services ie. Accident & Emergency Unit as expected to be provided by a general hospital which is situated in the largest wotn in Ireland.”
Cllr McGeough seconded this motion and encouraged all to attend the rally being held 12th November.
5.2 From Cllr. Hatrick

“that this Council seek finance to erect a Band-Stand in the Fairgreen to mark the 75th year of the foundation of Ardee Concert Band in the town.”
Joan Martin agreed to explore funding options and report back to members.
5.3 From Cllr Hatrick

“that the Area Engineer for Ardee Town inspect the public lighting at Sliabh Breagh in order to see if any improvements to the lighting on the southern end of the estate facing Tommy Burn’s shop that could benefit the residents, together with an inspection of the back entries with a view to completely eliminated anti social behaviour in this area.”

Paul Gallagher clarified the location and highlighted the lighting is already in place.  Mr Gallagher advised that there would be high costs involved in erecting lighting at the back of the estate but agreed to review lighting at the front.  A discussion followed as to where responsibility lay in relation to public lighting.
5.4 From Cllr Malone
“due to the recent rain storm, storm drains should e cleared before winter to alleviate flooding.”

Paul Gallagher’s response was noted.  Mr Gallagher added that staff had kept to town from flooding this year to date.
5.5 From Cllr Malone
“Bin Refuse Services should provide small green bins for elderly and people living on their own as the big one is not practical or beneficial.  The Bin Refuse Services should be contacted.

Cllr Hatrick seconded this motion.  Joan Martin agreed to raise the issue with the relevant Director of Service with Louth County Council.  A discussion followed as to the effect refuse charges would have on the elderly.
MINUTE 67/09

Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· South Tipperary County Council – Cllr McKenny supported this motion.
· Shannon Town Council -   Cllr McGeough supported this motion
· Listowel Town Council – Cllr Minogue supported this motion

· Monaghan Town Council – Cllr. Hatrick supported this motion
MINUTE 68/09

Reports from Recent Conferences

Cllr Hatrick submitted a report on All Ireland – Forum Seminar on Nuclear Local Authorities.  A discussion followed as to the effect of Sellefield on the North East region.  
Cllr McKenny asked how effective the Wind Turbine at the Civic Centre is.  Joan Martin agreed to look into this.

MINUTE 69/09
Correspondence 

An Garda Siochana – Members agreed to invite An Garda Siochana to the next monthly meeting.
MINUTE 70/09

AOB
Youth Club  – Cllr. Minogue asked if members would be will to support the set up of a youth club in the town.  It was agreed that correspondence received by Cllr Minogue in relation to this would be circulated to all members and put on the agenda for the December meeting.
Water  – Cllr. Minogue received a complaint about water quality in Cherrybrook.  Joan Martin agreed to get details from Cllr Minogue and follow up on the complaint.
Cherrybrook – Cllr Minogue asked if there was a planning permission application submitted for a site at Cherrybrook.  Cllr Malone advised that he is checking this on a regular basis and there is currently no planning application.
Dedicated Park for the Elderly  – Cllr. Hatrick asked if a part of the Fairgreen could be dedicated to the elderly.  Joan Martin agreed to look at the Age Strategy and clarify the question.
Ramps – Cllr McKenny asked if there was a policy for the installation of ramps.  Joan Martin advised that they were reviewed on a case by case basis.  Cllr McKenny highlighted that ramps were sought at De la Salle Crescent and Sean O Carroll St.  Paul Gallagher agreed to look into the possibility for Sean O Carroll St. and advised that ramps had been installed in Stoneylane, Boat Trench and the Fairgreen.  Cllr McKenny asked if a ramp could be installed at Ferdia Park.  Mr Gallagher felt funding may be an issue but agreed to look into it.
Cllr McGeough told members that ramps had been sought in three location of which two have been installed which is great.

Cllr Malone asked what the policy was on installing ramps in private estates.  Paul Gallagher advised that ramps would have to be built to a specific standard and if residents installed a ramp they would be responsible for that ramp.  Cllr Malone advised that resident in Cherrybrook want a ramp.  Mr Gallager told Cllr. Malone that this estate had not been taken in charge and it would need to be looked into.

Records & Recollections – Cllr McKenny reminded members that the book Records & Recollections is on sale in the Ardee Area Office and also Ardee Bookshop and it would make a great Christmas present.

Commemoration – Cllr Malone advised that the Old IRA Commemoration would take place on 22nd November and all members are invited. 

Junction at Fairgreen – Cllr McGeough raised concerns about changes to the junction at the Fairgreen.  Paul Gallagher advised that width of the road is still there for 2 cars to pass but agreed to put in white lines.
Barriers at Fairgreen – Cllr Farrelly asked if new barriers at the Fairgreen would be cycle friendly.  Mr Gallagher advised that barriers were on the way and they would be cycle and wheelchair accessible.
Footpath at Ashwalk – Cllr McKenny asked for an update on the footpath at Ashwalk.  Paul Gallagher advised that he was still following up with the contractor.

Disabled Bay – Cllr Farrelly said that the disabled bay in the shortcut, Moorehall is not accessible.  Paul Gallagher agreed to look into this.

Baroque Festival – Cllr Tenanty told members that the Ardee Baroque Festival would take place during the coming weekend and wished them all success 

A Journey of Remembering – Cllr Tenanty received correspondence which he requested be circulated to all members and put on the Budget Meeting Agenda.
Chairman Jim Tenanty thanked them for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
