Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Monday 15th June 2009 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Jim Tenanty
Other Members:
Councillors Fintan Malone, Leonard Hatrick, Padraig McKenny,  Finnan McCoy, Mary Kavanagh, Michael Farrelly, Pearse MdGeough, Michael Farrelly.


Officials:

Joan Martin, Town Manager.





Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer





Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk

-------------------------------

MINUTE 37/09
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 13th May 2009 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Padraig McKenny, seconded by Cllr. Finnan McCoy.
Matters Arising

Cllr. McCoy advised that the public lighting on the Main St. was still not operational.  Cllr. McCoy asked if any correspondence had been received from the Minister of Education in relation to Scoil Mhuire na Trocaire.

MINUTE 38/09
Draft Biodiversity Action Plan Presentation
Brendan McSherry spoke to members about the draft biodiversity action plan.  Mr. McSherry agreed to post of copy of this plan to members.    Cllr. Malone asked if a fence for the town wall at Cappocks Gates could be incorporated into the plan.  Mr. McSherry will look at the tidy town plan to check if this was incorporated there.  A discussion followed in relation to natural plant growth along riverbanks.  
Councillors agreed to approve the draft plan subject to copies being received on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty, seconded Cllr. Hatrick.

Brendan McSherry updated members on the IWT submission.  There is currently no funding available for this project.

MINUTE 31/09
Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· NYCI – Noted

· Killarney Town Council – Noted

· Mullingar Town Council – Noted

· Monaghan Town Council – Noted

· Cashel Town Council – Noted
MINUTE 32/09

Correspondence 

· People of the Year Awards – It was agreed that members would nominate candidates on an individual basis.
· Nuclear Free Local Authorities Secretariat – Joan Martin read the correspondence to members.  If elected Cllr. Hatrick will attend this conference at his own expense.
Cllr. Tenanty queried his position as a member of the Forum for Democracy in relation to the upcoming elections.  Joan Martin agreed to check out the legalities of this situation if Cllr. Tenanty is not re-elected.
MINUTE 33/09

AOB
Drains at Campbells Park – Cllr. Carberry highlighted flooding on road.  Paul Gallager advised that he is awaiting the return of the contractor to carry out this work

Bus Shelter – Cllr. Fionnan McCoy asked if it was possible for a bus stop to be installed on the Drogheda Rd.  Paul Gallagher advised that LCC have received 2 applications for bus shelters and are currently in discussions with CIE.
Draft County Development Plan – Cllr. Malone raised concerns about the draft Development Plan and asked who decides on listing and de-listing.  Cllr. McKenny highlighted several areas which have been de-listed in the draft plan and expressed a feeling that the plan is developer led.  Cllr. McKenny also raised concerned in relation to some of the zonings on the new draft plan.  A discussion followed in relation to listings and de-listing in the draft development plan.  
Joan Martin advised that the Ardee Development Plan can only be dealt with after the adaptation of the new County Development Plan and it is the intention to appoint a consultant. 
Ardee Castle  – Cllr. McKenny asked if a consultant has been appointed to review the use of Ardee Castle.  Joan Martin advised that a consultant had been appointed and agreed to enquire if a draft report had been received.  Cllr. McKenny proposed this be put on the agenda for the next Council meeting
Tree Felling – Cllr. McKenny raised concerns about the felling of trees at Red House, Ardee.  Paul Gallagher advised that no licence is required within the urban area.  Mr Gallagher told members that the Planning Dept of Louth County Council have passed a tree preservation order and are dealing with the file and that Louth County Council are satisfied that everything is above board.  Cllr. McKenny asked why the Department of Forestry was not notified.  Joan Martin advised that there is no obligation to inform the Department of Forestry of such felling.
Cllr. McKenny proposed that Ardee Town Council write to the Minister for the Environment requested that legislation be changed to include an obligation to inform the  Department of Forestry of any tree felling within an urban area.
Circus – Cllr. McKenny asked why the Circus was not in the Fairgreen during their last visit to the town.  Mairead Duffy advised that no written correspondence had been received requesting the use of the Fairgreen.
Bin – Cllr. Hatrick asked if bins could be installed in Irish Street and Castle Street.  Paul Gallagher advised that no funding was available for installation of bins.

Public Lighting – Cllr. McCoy told members that lights at Churchill were not working.  

Scoil Mhuire na Trocaire – Cllr McCoy told members that Scoil Mhuire na Trocaire are due to lose a teacher in September.  Cllr. McCoy proposed council write to the Department of Education to express dissatisfaction, seconded by Cllr. Malone.
Street Signage – Cllr. Malone asked why signage had not been erected in Sean O’Carroll Street.  Paul Gallagher advised that no funding was available for this work.

Forrestor Banner – Cllr. Malone sought an update on the restoration of the Forrestor Banner.  Joan Martin advised that regretfully there was currently no funding available for this restoration.
Cllr. Gaffney informed members that he would not be going forward for election in the forthcoming elections as he did not have adequate time to devote to duties and wished all members well.  Cllr McCoy thanked Cllr Gaffney and wished him luck in his retirement.  All members wish to be associated with this sentiment.  
Chairman Tom Minogue thanked them for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
