Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 11th March 2009 at 7.00 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Tom Minogue
Other Members:
Councillors Jim Tenanty, Fintan Malone, Finnan McCoy, Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick, Niall Carberry, Fionnan McCoy



Officials:

Joan Martin, Town Manager.





Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer





Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk



In Attendance:
Noel Redmond, Mary Murtagh, Brendan 





Matthews, Miriam Clarke, Eamon Gaffgin, Willie 




Smith.
-------------------------------

MINUTE 13/09
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 11th February 2009 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Padraig McKenny, seconded by Cllr. Leonard Hatrick.
Matters Arising

Cllr. Hatrick sought an update on the pay parking report.  Joan Martin agreed to forward this report to Councillors by post.

MINUTE 14/09
Town Improvement Fund 2009
Ardee Tidy Towns Committee outlined their Priority Work Programme for 2009 and sought funding for Project no. 3 which includes 1) A Heritage Trail €7,000; 2) Worght Iron Gates at Fairgreen €5,000; 3) Replace Wrought Iron Feature at Bridge St. Car Park €1,500; 4) Provision of a Waste Information Panel €2,600. 
Ardee Tidy Towns Committee also sought permission to use the Town Crest on signage and banners etc.
Permission to use the Town Crest was granted on the proposal of Cllr. Finnan McCoy, all Councillors agreed.

A discussion followed among Councillors as to how best the Town Council can assist Ardee Tidy Towns Committee.  Joan Martin highlighted funds which have already been committed which included €3,000 for Irish Walled Town Network, €3,000 for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade and an overspend for Christmas Lighting 2008.  Contribution of the remaining Town Improvement Fund 2009 to the Ardee Tidy Towns Committee was approved on the proposal of Cllr. Finnan McCoy, seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny.  
MINUTE 15/09
Albert Developments Ltd
Albert Developments Ltd presented plans for a proposed development in Ardee and sought the Town Councillors support.
Cllr. Minogue emphasised that planning is a County Council function.  The development was supported on the proposal of Cllr. Jim Tenanty, seconded by Cllr. Finnan McCoy, unanimous agreement.
Minute 16/09
Ardee MUGA – Mini Pitch
Noel Redmond spoke to Councillors about the newly completed mini pitch in Ardee and suggested it be run as a public facility with no charge and no booking facilities.  Mr. Redmond suggested a sub committee be set up within the community to monitor usage.  
Cllr. Finnan McCoy asked if insurance was required and Mr. Redmond agreed to clarify insurance issues.  

An official opening was suggested for the end of March 2009.  Cllr. Tenanty  informed Mr. Redmond that Student Council inquired about the possibility of a sporting celebrity being available for the official opening.  Mr. Redmond agreed to liaise with the FAI in relation to this.

Paul Gallagher advised that weekly and daily checks would be carried out by Ardee Town Staff.

Minute 17/09

Annual Financial Statement 2009 
On the proposal of Cllr. Padraig McKenny over expenditure from 2007 was approved, seconded by Cllr. Finnan McCoy.
Minute 18/09
Notices of Question
Notice of Question from Cllr. Carberry and Cllr. Tenanty were noted.
MINUTE 19/09
Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Monaghan Town Council – Noted

MINUTE 20/09

Correspondence 

· All Ireland Nuclear Free Local Authorities Forum – Cllr. Hatrick has registered to attend.
MINUTE 21/09

AOB
Ramps – Cllr. Padraig McKenny asked Paul Gallagher for suggestions to solve the traffic problems at the Community School.  A discussion followed as to the extent of this problem.  Paul Gallagher agreed to liaise with the Gardai and carry out a traffic survey.  Mr Gallagher also suggested that Councillors speak to the Parents Committee for the Community School in relation to the problem.
Mullinstown – Cllr. Fintan Malone highlighted the poor road conditions at Mullinstown.  Cllr. Tom Minogue informed Councillors that he raised this issue at a recent Area Meeting and was advised that funds may not be available.
N33 – Cllr. Fintan Malone asked Paul Gallagher for an update on the lighting of the N33.  Paul Gallagher agreed to take this issue up with the Department Inspector.
Gardai – Cllr. Finnan McCoy remarked on the Gardai’s attendance at the party for Seniors recently held.  Cllr. McCoy asked  that a letter of thanks be sent to the Gardai, Cllr. Minogue agreed.  Cllr. McCoy also asked that an invitation to the Pitch Opening be extended to the Gardai.  
St. Patrick’s Day Parade – Cllr. Padraig McKenny extended an invitation to all members, County Manager, Town Manager and Town Clerk  to attend the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
Chairman Tom Minogue thanked them for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
