Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Monday 15th June 2009 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Jim Tenanty
Other Members:
Councillors Fintan Malone, Leonard Hatrick, Padraig McKenny,  Finnan McCoy, Mary Kavanagh, Michael Farrelly, Pearse MdGeough, Michael Farrelly.


Officials:

Joan Martin, Town Manager.





Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer





Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk

-------------------------------

MINUTE 37/09
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 13th May 2009 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Padraig McKenny, seconded by Cllr. Finnan McCoy.
Matters Arising

Cllr. McCoy advised that the public lighting on the Main St. was still not operational.  Cllr. McCoy asked if any correspondence had been received from the Minister of Education in relation to Scoil Mhuire na Trocaire.

Cllr. Tenanty asked for an update on the restoration of the Forrestors Banner.  Joan Martin told members that she will seek advice from staff in Millmount  and the County Archivist.   Cllr. Malone asked if a restoration was not currently possible that the banner be put into storage for safe keeping.
MINUTE 38/09
Ardee Castle
Joan Martin advised member that a draft report had been submitted by the appointed Consultant which included a lot of positive feedback.  As some recommendations involve third parties the report cannot at this point be presented to member but she advised that there are ongoing discussions in relation to the matter and she will keep members updated.
Cllr. McKenny sought a timescale for the project, Ms. Martin advised she will seek an update for the next monthly meeting.

Cllr. McKenny asked if it was possible to include an open day in the Castle for Heritage Week as was done last year.  Mairead Duffy advised that she would not be available to organise this event and left the organisation up to the members.

MINUTE 39/09
Notice of Motion 

From Cllr. Padraig McKenny

“Does Louth County Council have plans to widen Sean O Carroll Street to accommodate the new road which is under construction at present and would the council make a statement on the matter”
Paul Gallagher clarified that the road is not intended as an alternative access route to the town and advised that there are no current plans to increase the width of the road.  
Cllr. McKenny sought assurance that Compulsory Purchase Orders would not be sought for residents’ gardens in the area to widen the road.  Joan Martin advised that there are no plans for such orders and it is not in the current County Development Plan.  Ms. Martin told members that the planning permission for this development has been in place since 2005.   

A discussion followed as to the envisaged usage of the new road and Cllr. Malone raised concerns about the Town Wall.  It was concluded that there are no plans for CPO’s, and the road line will not affect the Town Wall.
MINUTE 40/09

AOB
Pay Parking – Cllr McCoy told members that he has submitted a motion for the next Louth County Council meeting seeking a change to the existing pay parking arrangements in Ardee and will be looking for the support of Ardee Town Council.  A discussion followed as to the possible advantages and disadvantages of a change to the current parking bye laws.
Water Quality  – Cllr. Minogue raised concerns about the water quality in Moorehall.  Paul Gallagher asked Cllr. Minogue to contact him with further details to enable him look into the matter.
Draft County Development Plan – Cllr. Malone asked if members could meet with a consultant prior to the closing date for submission.  Joan Martin agreed to organise a facilitate workshop for members on Wednesday 24th June at 9.30am.
Warfarin Clinic  – Cllr. Malone asked for a letter to be sent to the HSE requesting a mobile Warfarin Unit for the area.
Rights of Councillors – Cllr. McKenny referred to an article which appeared in the media prior to the recent local elections, which related to a matter he was involved in as a private citizen.  Cllr. McKenny told members not to allow themselves to be intimidated, he felt that developers used the media and was surprised the media ran with such an article.
Cllr, Tenanty congratulated Cllr. McKenny on his election and expressed his support for Cllr. McKenny on this matter, as did Cllr. Malone.
Public Lighting – Cllr. Hatrick informed members that Light No. 17 was not working and the matter had been reported to ESB twice.
Mullinstown Junction – Cllr. Hatrick highlighted poor visibility at the Mullinstown Junction.  Cllr. McGeough agreed.  Paul Gallagher noted this but advised that funding is an issue.
Polling Day – Cllr. Farrelly raised concerns about the lack of wheelchair facilities at the Monastry School on Polling Day.  It was agreed to write to Mairead Ahern with these concerns.  

Cllr. Farrelly expressed disappointment with the presence of candidates at the Polling Station of the day of Poll.  Cllr. McKenny agreed. 
Chairman Jim Tenanty thanked them for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
