Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 8th July 2009 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Jim Tenanty
Other Members:
Councillors Dolores Minogue, Pearse McGeough, Fintan Malone, Leonard Hatrick, Michael Farrelly, Mary Kavanagh, Finnan McCoy.


Apologies:

Paul Gallagher, Cllr. Padraig McKenny

Officials:

Joan Martin, Town Manager.





Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk

-------------------------------

MINUTE 41/09
Minutes
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 15th June 2009 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Fintan Malone, seconded by Cllr. Leonard Hatrick.

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 15th June 2009 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Michael Farrelly, seconded by Cllr. Finnan McCoy.
Matters Arising

Cllr. McCoy advised that the public lighting on the Main St. was still not operational.  Cllr. Tenanty advised that ESB had been in town and repaired some lights and are due back to complete remaining repairs.   Cllr. Malone also highlighted that lighted at Hale St. and Dawsons Demesne have never been updated.  Cllr. McCoy asked that ESB be invited to meet with members to discuss repairs to public lighting.
Cllr. Kavanagh sought an update on Ardee Castle and was advised that the Director of Service dealing with the Castle is currently on holidays and an update will be sought for the next meeting.

Cllr Minogue sought and update on the water in Moorehall.  Joan Martin agreed to raise the matter with Water Services.

Cllr. Malone proposed a vote of sympathy for the family of Sean Maloney. 

Joan Martin told members that she has been in contact with the Archive Department in relation to the Forresters Banner.  Ms. Martin advised that a digital record will be taken of the Banner and at the very least it will be taken to storage.

MINUTE 42/09
AMAI
Delegates were nominated as follows:
Cllr. Jim Tenanty was nominated on the proposal of Cllr. Malone, seconded by Cllr. McGeough.  Cllr. Finnan McCoy was nominated on the proposal of Cllr. Minogue, seconded by Cllr. Hatrick.

MINUTE 43/09
Notice of Motion 

From Cllr. Hatrick
“that Ardee Town Council request the movement of the speed limit signs on the national primary route at Mullameelan to be extended further southwards, in order to include St Mary's Football field gate, "within the speed limit", in the interest of the safety, of people parking motorcars and also the people attending football matches”

Reply from Eugene McManus, Louth County Council

“A proposal to move this speed limit sign was considered in the making of the New Speed Limit by-laws and the decision was taken not to do so at this time. The new speed limit signs are not erected as yet and it is proposed to review the Speed Limits six months after the signs are erected to see if any changes are required. This sign location will be reviewed at that time”

A discussion followed as to the need for the new by-laws to be introduced without delay and the opportunity for members to bring forward suggestions at the 6 month review stage.

Cllr. Hatrick said that members of Ardee Town Council are relying on Cllr. McCoy to bring this forward to the Strategic Policy Committee on their behalf.
MINUTE 44/09

Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Macroom Town Council – Members supported this motion on the proposal of Cllr. McGeough, seconded by  Cllr. Hatrick
MINUTE 45/09
Correspondence 

Ardee Traders & Business Association : Ardee Pay Parking – Cllr Tenanty read correspondence as received 8th July 2009.  A discussion followed as to the viability of pay parking in Ardee and the current cost of rates.
Cllr McCoy asked members to support a motion he will submit to the next County Council meeting in relation to pay parking in Ardee.  Members agreed that support could not be offer until the motion had been viewed by them.  

Cllr. McGeough said that as Councillors all members have a duty to support all people presently employed in the town.  Joan Martin told members that Ardee Town Council have supported business in the town and working to make the town more attractive is the way forward.  Joan Martin said the upcoming festival is a good start. 

Cllr. Kavanagh said that new businesses need to be encouraged into the town so lobbying to have rates reduced would be needed.  Cllr. Kavanagh was surprised there was such high feelings about pay parking as she herself had never experienced any problems and felt the rates are very cheap.  Cllr. Kavanagh agreed with Joan Martin that the Festival is a great idea.
Cllr. McCoy expressed his feeling that there is no longer a need for pay parking in Ardee.

Ardee Festival Committee : The Turf Man Festival – Cllr Tenanty read correspondence as received 8th July 2009 requesting funding.  It was determined that no funding was available within the current budget.  Joan Martin suggested the fee for hire of Council property be waived, all agreed.  

Cllr Malone proposed that funding be included in the 2010 budget for this festival if it is to become an annual event, seconded by Cllr. McCoy.

MINUTE 46/09

AOB
Road Signs – Cllr. Farrelly asked who was responsible for the maintenance of road signs.  Cllr. McGeough informed members that this issue had been raised at an area meeting and it needed to be addressed.  Cllr. Malone said that it is important that junctions are clear.  
Joan Martin advised that it is the Councils intention to keep signs clear and that Area Engineers are doing their very best with limited budgets.  Work must be carried out on a priority basis.

Cllr Tenanty asked if it would be possible for Tidy Towns to carry out this work.  Joan Martin advised that she had not received any proposal on this matter to date.

Ardee Castle House  – Cllr. Hatrick asked if anything could be done to improve the sight of Ardee Castle House.
Sean O’Carroll Street – Cllr. Hatrick complained about lorries using Sean O’Carroll Street.  Joan Martin advised that this is not a through road and she will raise the issue with the Developer.
Traffic Lights & Traffic Calming  – Cllr. Malone asked if traffic calming measures could be put in place at William Street, Sliabh Breagh, Cherrybrook, John St. and Moorehall. Cllr Malone feels a pedestrian crossing is needed.  Cllr Hatrick referred to a planning application in relation to this area which Joan Martin will look into.
Health Care Centre – Cllr. Malone referred to land belonging to St. Josephs and a plan the HSE had proposed several years ago.  Cllr Malone asked if Ardee Town Council could write to the HSE for an update on the implementation of this plan.
Footpath – Cllr. Minogue asked if a footpath could be put in place from Sliabh Breagh to St. Mary’s football field.  Cllr Tenanty advised of the Footpath Programme and suggested this area be listed for next years programme.
Louth County Development Plan – Cllr Tenanty spoke of the workshop given by Paddy Donnelly, Louth County Council and recommended that member put forward the proposal which was produced as a result of the workshop.  Cllr. Kavanagh said that Mr. Donnelly gave and excellent presentation and workshop and should be thanked for his efforts.
Chairman Jim Tenanty thanked them for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
