Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 14th January 2009 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Tom Minogue
Other Members:
Councillors Jim Tenanty, Fintan Malone, Finnan McCoy, Seamus Gaffney, Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick, Niall Carberry.


Officials:

Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer





Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk



Apologies 

Joan Martin

-------------------------------

MINUTE 01/09
Matters Arising
A vote of sympathy was proposed by Cllr. T. Minogue to the Cllr. F. McCoy on the death of his Father, Jim McCoy.  Cllr. P. McKenny  proposed a vote of sympathy to the family of Monsignor Shields P.P.  All Councillors wished to be associated with these votes of sympathy.

Cllr. S. Gaffney asked that minute 90/08 be deleted as it is misleading, seconded by Cllr. P. McKenny.  

Cllr. S. Gaffney asked for an update on the Joint Policing Committee, Mairead Duffy advised that work was in progress.  Cllr. F. McCoy asked for an update on the tree at St. Vincent’s Road, Paul Gallagher advised that the tree had been removed.  Cllr. F. Malone asked for updates on both Clonmore and Stoneylane, Paul Gallagher advised that they are both issues are being looked into.  Cllr. N. Carberry asked if further traffic studies had been carried out to which Paul Gallagher advised not as yet.
Minutes
The minutes of the budget meeting held on 10th December 2008 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Seamus Gaffney, seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny.
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 10th December 2008 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Niall Carberry, seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny

MINUTE 02/09
Notice of Motion from Other Councils
· Portlaoise Town Council 
· Killarney Town Council

Cllr. L. Hatrick proposed that members support both motions, seconded by Cllr. N. Carberry.

MINUTE 03/09
Correspondence 
Members discussed the Rate increase by Louth County Council and suggested that it too should have been reduced along with the Ardee Town Rate.

Cllr. J. Tenanty also noted an increase in water rates.
Minute 04/09
Any Other Business

· Pay Parking – Cllr. L. Hatrick told members that Businesses in Ardee are suffering and suggested that Pay Parking be free for the first half hour.  A discussion followed in relation to the Ardee Pay Parking fees.
· Traffic Congestion – Cllr. J. Tenanty raised the issue of traffic congestion during the dismantling of Christmas lights in the town.  Paul Gallagher advised that this was due to equipment problems during the dismantling.  Cllr. L. Hatrick raised the issue of road works on the Dundalk/Carrick Road and sought clarification on the diversions in place.  Paul Gallagher advised that these diversions are not affecting Ardee.
· Proposed Development on the Link Road  – A lengthy discussion took place in relation to the proposed development on the Link Road and the contravention of the development plan on the agenda for the next County Council Meeting.  
· Crime – Cllr. N. Carberry highlighted damage caused to post boxes in the Mid-Louth Area over the Christmas period and proposed that members call on An Post to strengthen post boxes, seconded by Cllr. L. Hatrick 
 Cllr. F. Malone proposed that the Council write to the Superintendent to invite An Gardai to a monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council to discuss crime in Mid-Louth, seconded by Cllr. L. Hatrick.
· The Conversation on Democracy in Ireland – Members nominated Cllr. J. Tenanty to represent Ardee Town Council on this jury.
· Crib – Cllr. N. Carberry congratulated all involved in the crib display in Ardee on a job well done.
Chairman Tom Minogue thanked them for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
