Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 9th December 2009 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Jim Tenanty
Other Members:
Councillors Dolores Minogue, Pearse McGeough, Fintan Malone, Leonard Hatrick, Michael Farrelly, Mary Kavanagh, Padraig McKenny, Finnan McCoy


Officials:

Joan Martin, Town Manager.





Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer.






Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk



In Attendance:
Supt. Brennan, Ardee Garda Station







-------------------------------

MINUTE 70/09
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 11th November 2009 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Michael Farrelly, seconded by Cllr. Fintan Malone.
Matters Arising
Cllr. Malone sought an update on public lighting.  Joan Martin advised members that work is continuing at a national level.  Cllr. Malone advised that a number of public lights are currently not working and Joan Martin suggested a list be forwarded to the Town Clerk who would organise a letter be issued from the Roads Office.  Paul Gallagher advised members that 2 lights were being taken down from the upper side of Sliabh Breagh and these would be re-erected towards the front of Sliabh Breagh.
Cllr. Farrelly sought and update on the position of installing ramps at Cherrybrook.  Paul Gallagher advised that he is currently looking into the matter.

MINUTE 71/09
An Garda Siochana
Ardee Garda Station - Supt. Brennan advised members of an overall reduction in crime rates since 1st January 2009.  Supt Brennan highlighted several initiatives currently in place which involve both the young and the old within the community.  He talked of ongoing training of staff and also crime prevention meetings and talks with publicans and financial institutions.  Supt Brennan told members that Ardee Station is now a fully operational 24 hour station and staff will respond to calls.  Supt Brennan asked members to make contact with An Gardai with any information or issues which may be of concern.

Cllr. Farrelly asked Supt Brennan to clarify the opening hours of the station.  Supt Brennan advised members that the station is open to the public Mon to Sat from 9.00am to 2.00pm and 6.00pm to 10.00pm.  At all other times a buzzer system is in operation.  
Boy Racers - Cllr Malone raised the issue of Boy Racers, particularly on the Drogheda Rd.  Supt Brennan told Cllr. Malone he would look into the matter but that the use of mobile phones does not allow mobile check points to last very long.  A discussion followed as to the viability of a designated area for Boy Racers to meet and it was concluded that several major issues, including insurance and resources would surround this.
Drugs/Alcohol - Cllr. McGeough highlighted that drugs are a very popular commodity in the lead up to Christmas.  Supt Brennan spoke about drug use and treatment requirements.  He informed members that there are a lot of initiatives in place but funded is needed.  
Cllr Kavanagh asked if there are any plans to tackle alcohol abuse in young people.  Supt Brennan told members that talks have been given in schools to young people and that there are inspections of premises for underage drinking.  

Joint Policing Committee - Cllr. McGeough asked for an update on Joint Policing Committees.  Joan Martin advised that the County Manager had sent a proposal back to the Department of Justice Equality & Law Reform and he would report at the next County Council Meeting on this new proposal.
School Crossing – Cllr McKenny highlighted dangers for school children attending Educate Together N.S. crossing the road.  A discussion followed as to possible solutions.  
Community Alert Scheme – Cllr McGeough asked if there are any plans for a Community Alert Scheme in Ardee.  Supt Brennan told members that he was in favour of promoting Community Alert Schemes.
Cllr. Tenanty thanked Supt Brennan for attending.  Cllr. McKenny complimented Supt Brennan on the visible Garda presence in the town.  All members agreed.
MINUTE 72/09

Ardee Youth Club
Cllr. Minogue advised that she had no further information on the matter.  
MINUTE 73/09
Notice of Motion 

4.1
From Cllr Leonard Hatrick

“that this Council ensure that Louth County Council will provide adequate man power and back up service in order that the protection of life and property be guaranteed to deal with any flooding emergencies throughout the winter of 2009/2010, within the town and district.”.”

Joan Martin told members that flooding is a high priority at County level and the Roads Office has a Major Emergency Plan to deal with floods.  She told members that weather could not be guaranteed but Paul Gallagher and area Engineers, along with outdoor staff do their very best with resources available.  Cllr. Malone agreed that a lot has been done at County level but believes Planners will have to acknowledge freak weather in future years.  Joan Martin advised that statutory guidelines have been issued in recent days which incorporate planning in flood areas.
Cllr. Hatrick withdrew the word ‘guaranteed’ from his motion.

MINUTE 74/09

Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· South Tipperary County Council – Cllr. McKenny said a lot of work has been done in the town through FAS grants, workers & incentives.  Cllr. Malone agreed and said that Resident Associations and Tidy Towns are dependant on FAS.  Cllr. Tenanty agreed with both speakers.  The motion is not supported in its present form.
· Mullingar Town Council -   All members supported this motion
· Bandon Town Council – Members felt this motion was obsolete.  
MINUTE 75/09
Correspondence 

Draft Polling Scheme – Noted
AMAI Spring Seminar - Delegates were nominated as follows:

Cllr. Jim Tenanty was nominated on the proposal of Cllr. McKenny, seconded by Cllr. Malone subject to available funds.  Cllr. McKenny proposed only one delegate from Ardee Town Council as no funding is available, all agreed.

MINUTE 70/09

AOB
Flood Victims  – Cllr. Kavanagh asked if there were any provisions for relief of flood victims in other counties.  Joan Martin advised that no funds where available within the current budget.
Ardee Castle  – Cllr. McKenny sought an update on Ardee Castle.  Joan Martin advised that no final decision had been reached.  Cllr. Tenanty told members that he had spoken to Joe McGuinness and he is due to meet with him and will report back to members.  Joan Martin told members that a Wall Town Conservation Plan is being drawn up which will include the town as a whole including the Castle.  Cllr. Malone felt that the legend of Cuchulainn & Ferdia is not fully taken advantage of.
Pay Parking – Cllr Minogue asked why free parking was only available from 19th December to Christmas Eve.  Joan Martin advised that these were the dates proposed by Cllr. McCoy and told members she was open to other proposals.
Development on N33/Castleguard Rd.  – Cllr. McKenny asked if a master plan had been done for this development.  Joan Martin advised that this development was carried out on foot of a planning application and advised it was available through Planning.  Joan Martin outlined the current planning applications and master plans for the area.  Cllr Malone felt that the Council should not be reliant on developers to produce master plans and felt that Louth County Council should provide Ardee Town Council with a master plan.  Joan Martin advised members of policy & procedures surrounding master plans.  
Christmas Baubles – As part of a community project all members signed 4 Christmas Baubles which would be placed on a Christmas tree by the 4 National Schools.

Chairman Jim Tenanty thanked Joan Martin for all her work and wish her all the best for her new position in Drogheda Borough Council.  Chairman Jim Tenanty then thanked members for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
