Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 8th April 2009 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Tom Minogue
Other Members:
Councillors Jim Tenanty, Fintan Malone, Leonard Hatrick, Niall Carberry, Fionnan McCoy



Apologies:

Councillor Seamus Gaffney


Officials:

Joan Martin, Town Manager.





Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer





Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk



In Attendance:
Superintendent Ray Brennan, 







Inspector Paul Kieran
-------------------------------

MINUTE 22/09
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 11th March 2009 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Fintan Malone, seconded by Cllr. Leonard Hatrick.
Matters Arising

A vote of sympathy was proposed by Chairman Tom Minogue to the family of Cllr. Mary Grehan and the people of Dundalk for the loss both medically and at Council level. Cllr. Minogue also proposed a vote of sympathy on the death of a member of the Garda Siochana in Donegal.   Cllr. Malone seconded these votes of sympathy and also proposed a vote of sympathy to the Ardee Convent of Mercy on the death of Sr. Bridget, Cllr. Hatrick seconded this vote of sympathy.
Cllr. Carberry sought an update on the question he put forward at last months meeting which was received.
MINUTE 23/09
24 Hour Garda Station – An Garda Siochana
Supt. Brennan thanked the members for the invitation to attend on behalf of An Garda Siochana.  Supt. Brrennan told members that the Gardai hoped to build a strong, positive, friendly relationship with Ardee Town Council.  Supt. Brennan also hopes for a strong partnership between An Garda Siochana, Ardee Town Council and the Community.  

Supt. Brennan told members that community involvement is high on the agenda of An Garda Siochana.  He updated members on recent Garda improvements in Ardee.  There has been a Garda Reserve appointed.  There are 6 Gardai due to attend a Mountain Bike course.  There is a Garda who pays regular visits to the senior citizens in Moorehall and also there is a more prominent community involvement.
Supt. Brennan told members that work on the Garda Station is now complete and invited them to a coffee morning on 24th April in aid of Special Olympics.

Cllr. Malone asked Supt. Brennan what problems he found since moving to Ardee.  Supt. Brennan spoke of underage drinking being a problem but informed that the Gardai had met with publicans to discuss the matter.  Insp. Kieran told members that he is not of the opinion that there is a major drug problem in the town.
Cllr. Carberry asked if anything could be done about Boy Racers.  Insp. Kieran told members that this is not of any greater scale than anywhere else but that when they are approached they do move elsewhere.  Supt. Brennan informed members of a Road Show aimed at Transition Year students which will be held in the Bohemian Centre to inform students of the dangers of driving.

Cllr. Minogue thanked Supt. Brennan and Insp. Kieran for attending.

MINUTE 24/09
Pay-Parking
Joan Martin presented a report in relation to Ardee Pay-Parking on foot of a Notice of Motion by Cllr. Hatrick.  Cllr. Hatrick enquired if Council would be fit to run pay-parking without the input of external contractors.  Ms. Martin told Cllr. Hatrick that this option was looked at before and would be looked at again when the tender arises.  
Cllr. Carberry thanked Ms. Martin for the report.  Cllr. Tenanty asked if there was need for some machines in certain areas.  Cllr. Tenanty also asked who got the money for fines issued for non-display of current tax.  Ms Duffy advised that these payments are receipted to the same budget as all other Ardee parking fines.  

Cllr. Malone asked if pay-parking was viable in Ardee. Ms Martin told members that although pay-parking is not losing money the purpose is not to make money but a traffic management matter.

Cllr. Malone said that Ardee can’t afford a big increase in pay-parking.  Ms. Duffy advised that the average amount paid for parking in Ardee is 40c.
Minute 25/09
Twinning
Joan Martin highlighted 2 items of correspondence from Citta di Nettuno which related to an invitation to visit Nettuno in May 2009.  A discussion followed as to the feasibility of this visit after which it was decided to reply to this correspondence seeking a deferral of the invitation due to the current economic situation.
MINUTE 26/09
Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Nenagh Town Council – Noted

· Monaghan Town Council – Noted 

MINUTE 27/09

Correspondence 

· Albert Developments Ltd – Noted
· AMAI – Noted
MINUTE 28/09

AOB
Warfarin Clinic – Cllr. Fintan Malone asked if Ardee Town Council could contact local GP’s to request they hold Warfin Clinic once a week for the elderly.  Cllr. Malone will enquire from local GP surgeries as to what the current procedures are for Warfarin Clinic and revert back to the Town Clerk.
Redhouse – Cllr. Leonard Hatrick enquired about the felling of trees at Redhouse, Ardee.  Joan Martin advised that there is an item on the County Council Agenda for 20th April 2009 to have the Tree Protection Act enforced.  Paul Gallagher advised that no felling order is required within the urban area.
Dawsons Demesne  – Cllr. Fintan Malone highlighted clogged storm drains in Dawsons Demesne.  Paul Gallagher will get it cleared.  Cllr. Malone also asked if seats could be installed in the area.  Paul Gallagher advised that there are no seats available and no funding to purchase new furniture.
Ashwalk – Cllr. Jim Tenanty congratulated Area Engineering on erecting 2 signs at Ashwalk
Chairman Tom Minogue thanked them for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
