Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 8th October 2008 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Tom Minogue
Other Members:
Councillors Jim Tenanty, Niall Carberry, Fintan Malone, Finnan McCoy, Fionnan McCoy, Seamus Gaffney, Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick.


Officials:

Joan Martin, Director of Service







Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer





Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk

-------------------------------

MINUTE 79/08

Matters Arising
Cllr. Hatrick asked for an update on St. Vincents Road, Paul Gallagher informed Cllr. Hatrick that the preservation of this tree was a condition of planning.  Cllr. Finnan McCoy raised an access issue on this road and also a night time parking issue is various locations around the town.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th September 2008 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Leonard Hatrick, seconded by Cllr. Finnan McCoy.
The minutes of the special meeting held on 18th September 2008 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Finnan McCoy, seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny

MINUTE 80/08
Street Poles
Paul Gallagher presented prices, brochures and photos of suitable street poles for Ardee.  Joan Martin highlighted that this would be a joint venture with the Ardee Traders and Business Association and the need to confirm that disabled groups will not have any issue with the installation of these poles.  It was agreed to proceed on the proposal of Cllr. Finnan McCoy, seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny.
MINUTE 81/08
Property Transfer – 1 Malone Terrace, Ardee
The consent to the property transfer at 1 Malone Terrace, Ardee was proposed by Cllr. Finnan McCoy, seconded by Cllr. Leonard Hatrick.
MINUTE 82/08
Correspondence
Mayo County Council – LAMA Seminar

Noted
College Proteins Incinerator Proposal 

Joan Martin explained the procedures that would have been followed in line with the Planning and Development (Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006 in relation to this matter.  Cllr. Padraig McKenny felt that this should have been discussed with Ardee Town Council, Cllr. Seamus Gaffney agreed.  Cllr. Finnan McCoy felt that the problem lies with the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and its’ Minister.  Cllr. McCoy proposed that Ardee Town Council write to the Department and the Minister expressing dissatisfaction with the Planning and Development (Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006, all agreed.
Ardee Pay Parking
Correspondence was noted and it was agreed to acknowledge receipt of this correspondence and forward to Louth County Council.

Cllr. Padraig McKenny queried why the pay parking meters do not issue change and suggested that pay parking be reviewed.  Cllr. Finnan McCoy suggested a three month trial period of free parking.  Cllr. Niall Carberry said that pay parking is a necessary evil within the town.  Cllr. Carberry highlighted the difference in parking fees between Ardee and other major towns within Co Louth.  A discussion in relation to the operation of pay parking followed.
Environment, Heritage & Local Government – Joint Policing Committee

Joan Martin will bring a report to the next meeting.

North South Confederation of Councillors
Noted

Convent of Mercy

A letter of thanks from the Ardee Sisters of Mercy was read.
Notice of Commencement of Audit

Noted

Cllr. Fintan Malone wished Tony Davis health and happiness in his retirement, all Councillors wished to be associated with this.
MINUTE 83/08
Any Other Business

· Lead in Water – Cllr. Fintan Malone asked for an update on the situation.  Joan Martin informed Councillors that a special meeting of Louth County Council was held in relation to the matter.  Lead pipes at individual houses is where the problem lies and not with the water supply.  Effected house holders will be informed as results are received. .  The Council will continue to work with effected areas and this will take high priority.
Cllr. Finnan McCoy congratulated Eamonn Walsh on how he has dealt with the issue to which Cllr. Padraig McKenny concurred.  
Cllr. McKenny sought clarification as to where responsibility lay in the case of former Local Authority houses now in private ownership. Joan Martin advised that this is a national issue which is currently being raised with the Department.  Ms. Martin advised that the vast majority of samples taken in the Ardee area are well below the recommended levels.

· Forestors Banner – Cllr. Fintan Malone sought an update on the progress of the repair of Fosters Banner on display in Ardee Library.  This will be investigated.
Chairman Tom Minogue thanked Councillors for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
