Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 12th November 2008 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Tom Minogue
Other Members:
Councillors Jim Tenanty, Fintan Malone, Finnan McCoy, Fionnan McCoy, Seamus Gaffney, Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick.


Officials:

Joan Martin, Director of Service







Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer





Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk






Mary Browne, Louth Local Sports Partnership
Apologies:

Cllr. Niall Carberry
-------------------------------

MINUTE 84/08

Matters Arising
Cllr. Malone highlighted that a query in relation to lead pipes in Sliabh Breagh had been omitted from the minutes.  Cllr. Tenanty asked that a letter be circulated to residents and inquired if work had been completed in Sliabh Breagh.  Joan Martin agreed to speak to the Director involved and report back to Councillors.  Cllr. Finnan McCoy congratulated Mr. Eamonn Walsh on how he has dealt with the situation.
Cllr. Hatrick requested an update on St. Vincents Rd.  Paul Gallagher informed Councillors that this issue is a planning matter and Joan Martin agreed to have a look at the planning file and update Councillors.

Cllr. Gaffney requested an update on the Forrestors Banner.  Mairead Duffy provided an estimate for repair.  It was agreed to discuss this matter at the next budget meeting.  Cllr. Malone spoke of this banner being given to the Council in trust and it is the Councils responsibility to ensure its safe keeping.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th September 2008 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Leonard Hatrick, seconded by Cllr. Finnan McCoy.
MINUTE 85/08
Louth Local Sports Partnership
Mary Browne gave a presentation on Louth Local Sports Partnership to which Councillors were welcomed to a Q&A session.
Cllr. Malone thanked Ms Browne for her presentation and asked how the programme is funded.  Ms. Browne advised that the programme is as much as possible funded by the Irish Sports Council.  Any fees charged will be kept to a minimum due to subsidies.

Cllr. Fionnan McCoy asked if the programme could assist or provide incentive to enable a hurling club be started in Ardee.  Ms. Browne advised that LLSP would be able to provide contacts.

Cllr. Minogue thanked Ms. Browne and wished the programme every success.

MINUTE 86/08
Joint Policing Committee 
Joan Martin provided members with a handout in relation to the Joint Policing Committee. Ms Martin advised that in Co Louth there would be four committees (Drogheda, Dundalk, Ardee and County).  Ms. Martin discussed procedures involved in setting up the committee.
Cllr. Tenanty sought clarification on the three representatives required and asked if these representatives would be chosen from the existing Community and Voluntary Forum.  A discussion followed as to the suitability of the existing forum for this particular committee.  Joan Martin agreed to speak to staff within LCC Community & Enterprise and find out who is currently represented and come back with a proposal as to how best select representatives.  

Cllr. Malone asked about the timeframe involved.  Joan Martin told Councillors that it would most likely take some time to get representatives from all the various organisations.  

Cllr. McKenny said that it is a great opportunity for people to be involved in the town and it would be good for the community.

It was agreed to put this item on the November agenda.
MINUTE 87/08
Notice of Motion from other Councils

It was proposed by Cllr. Finnan McCoy to support all motions, seconded by Cllr. Hatrick.

Minute 88/08

Twinning of Local Authority Areas
Joan Martin advised Councillors that this area is covered by the Local Government Act 2001 and is a reserved function.  Ms. Martin read the relevant section of this Act to members.  Ms. Martin described the location and population of Nettuno for members.  Ms Martin told members that she has spoken to the County Manager in relation to the twinning proposal and informed them that there will be costs involved and that it might not be possible to make any allocation in the 2009 Budget.  
Cllr. Gaffney asked if there was any connection between the two towns.  Cllr. Tenanty informed members that there is a strong family connection between the two towns.  Cllr. Tenanty also spoke about Nettuno being a walled town as is Ardee.

A discussion followed as to the costs which may be involved.  Cllr. McKenny proposed that it be investigated further.  Joan Martin suggested that the Council enter formal discussions about the potential twinning and proposed that the Council write back to Nettuno. 

MINUTE 89/08
Any Other Business

· Commemoration - Cllr. Malone extended an invitation received from Ardee Old IRA to the Cathaoirleach to attend a commemoration which takes place on Sunday 7th December 2008.  Cathaoirleach, Tom Minogue accepted the invitation.

· Lights at Ardee Castle – Cllr. Finnan McCoy told members that the lights on the Castle are not working and asked that they be repaired for Christmas.  Mr. Paul Gallagher will look into this.
· An Garda Siochana– Cllr. Finnan McCoy asked that the Council write to an Garda Siochana to congratulate them on how they handled Halloween night.
· Traffic– Cllr. Finnan McCoy asked if something could be done about the traffic in town, he suggested a courtesy roundabout or Gardai on point duty during peak times.  Cllr. Malone told members that lights were discussed for this area before but not recommended and asked if they may be an option at this point.  A discussion followed as to the viability of pedestrian lights. 
Mr. Paul Gallagher spoke of the effects of these options and agreed to look into the situation and liaise with the NRA.

· Dermot O’Brien Monument – Cllr. Finnan McCoy told members that a committee has been set up to look into the possibility of erecting a bronze monument to Dermot O’Brien and asked if Ardee Town Council wanted to be financially involved.  A discussion followed to which Joan Martin suggested this be put on the agenda for the next Budget Meeting.
· Deputy Lane – Cllr. McKenny raised the issue of the poor condition of Debidy Lane and asked if any work had been done on this lane.  Mr. Paul Gallagher advised that this lane was part of the 50/50 scheme which he explained to members.  Mr. Gallagher told members that this lane had been resurfaced in the past.
Cllr. McKenny claimed that planning contribution funds taken in from the Ardee Area had been spent in the Carlingford Area.  Mr. Paul Gallagher listed roads within the Ardee Area which benefited from these funds.
· Pedestrian Crossings – Cllr. Hatrick asked if it was possible increase the amount of pedestrian crossings in Ardee.  Joan Martin advised that this would increase traffic congestion in town.  Mr. Paul Gallagher agreed to look at the possible of additional measures including traffic islands.
· Parking – Cllr. Finnan McCoy raised the issue of parking outside the Educate Together School which causes congestion and asked Cllr. Hatrick to bring this to the School Committee.

· Signage – Cllr. Hatrick asked if the sign post on the Carrick Rd. directing traffic for Dublin through the town could be changed to a Town Centre directional sign.  Paul Gallagher will look into the matter.  Cllr. Finnan McCoy told members that he had asked for a sign a Riverstown Cross to be moved and this has not been done.

· Leaves on Footpath – Cllr. Tenanty asked for leaves to be swept on streets which have high pedestrian volumes around the Ferdia Park area.  Cllr. Tenanty also told members that lights at Ferdia Park are not working but have been reported.

· New Vehicle – Cllr Tenanty congratulated the engineers on the new vehicle which now services the town and asked if it was possible to have the town colours painted on this vehicle.  Paul Gallagher advised that this would not be possible at present as the vehicle is only on hire.
· Budget Meeting – It was agreed that the 2009 Draft Budget Meeting would take place on Wednesday 10th December 2008 at 7.00pm. 

Chairman Tom Minogue thanked Councillors for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
