Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 12th March 2008 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Fintan Malone
Other Members:
Councillors Niall Carberry, Leonard Hatrick, Tom Minogue, Finnan McCoy, Fionnan McCoy, Jim Tenanty, Seamus Gaffney, Niall Carberry.



Officials:

Joan Martin, Director of Service






Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer




Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk



-------------------------------

MINUTE 12/08
Minutes
Ms. Joan Martin distributed a Water Quality Report to Councillors referred to in Minute 11/08.  Ms Martin highlighted page 2 in relation to Ardee and informed Councillors that by the time the EPA National Report was published these issues were resolved.

It was clarified that if a motion put forward is not opposed it will be presumed agreed. 

Clarification was sought by Cllr. Gaffney in relation to powers being devolved to Ardee Town Council.  Joan Martin outlined legislation currently in place surrounding this issue and clarified the procedures such as those under Section  85 of the Local Government Act 2001, which need to follow to allow this motion progress further.
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th February 2008 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Finnan McCoy, seconded by Cllr. Leonard Hatrick.

MINUTE 13/08
Vesting of Property in Dawson’s Demense 
The consent to transfer dwelling house at Dawson’s Demense was proposed by Cllr. McKenny, seconded by Cllr. Tenanty and agreed.
MINUTE 14/08
Notice of Motion – From Other Councils

Unanimous support for all motions was passed. 
MINUTE 15/08
Notices of Motions

From Cllr. Leonard Hatrick
“That due to the enormous amount of traffic presently using the Mullingar Road and bearing in mind that this route is also used for the emergency ambulance callout service, the traffic presently is backed up daily from Brophy’s corner as far back as the entrance into St. Brigids Hospital.  In order to elevate this problem this council inform Louth County Council that traffic light control is urgent and necessary.”

Cllr. Hatrick expressed satisfaction with the response.
From Cllr. Leonard Hatrick
“That due  to the enormous urgency presently sought by the people of the Mid-Louth area for a Railway Station to be located in Dunleer, Ardee Town Council now calls on all interested groups, whether it be An Taisce or the proposed Developer, to urgently resolve there differences, by either opening the existing Railway Station or demolishing it.  Using the same materials for the erection of the proposed new Railway Station at a new location in Dunleer.”

It was proposed by Cllr. Hatrick that Ardee Town Council write to Íarnród Éireann and ask that the Dunleer Railway Station be reopened, seconded Cllr. Malone.
From Cllr. Niall Carberry
“That Ardee Town Council seek the support of all Local Authorities in seeking to have a more severe penalty, ie. Fines and penalty points, introduced for persons caught speeding and careless and dangerous driving in urban areas and we write to the Minister of Transport requesting this whole area be looked at.”

It was proposed by Cllr. Carberry that Ardee Town Council write to the Minister and other Local Authorities, seconded by Cllr. McKenny.
From Cllr. Niall Carberry
“That Ardee Town Council seek the support of all Local Authorities and write to the Minister for Education and request that the Summer Works Scheme for Schools be reinstated after it was suspended in the Budget last December.”

Proposed by Cllr. Carberry, seconded by Cllr. Hatrick.
From Cllr. Padraig McKenny
“That Pay Parking be administered by Ardee Town Council and all profits from it be spent on the Town at the discretion of Ardee Town Council.”

A discussion took place in which Cllr’s expressed their dissatisfaction with the allocation of profits taken in from Ardee Pay Parking by Louth County Council.  Mr. Paul Gallagher spoke of funds which were spent by Louth County Council within Ardee last year and agreed to come back to Councillors with figures.  Cllr. McKenny clarified his motion as referring specifically to Pay Parking and funds spent within the town should not include contributions from rates, planning levies, etc.  
Ms. Joan Martin highlighted the provisions of the Roads Act 1993 in which the County is specified as the Road Authority and therefore Louth County Council must be the Pay Parking administrator, as Ardee Town Council do not have the authority under legislation.
It was agreed that the Town Clerk would write to County Officials stating that the above motion was passed by Council Members.

From Cllr. Padraig McKenny
“That the people of Ardee be invited to submit ideas on what they would like to see happen to the Castle given the fact that an emourmous amount of public money, including the Town Councils’, has been spent on it.”

Ms. Joan Martin told Councillors that one of the issues in the past in relation to Ardee Castle was that proposals put forward for the Castle were not financially self sustaining.  Ms. Martin proposed that a consultant be appointed to look at the broader issue to find a proposal to give a self sustaining use.  The issue is currently under discussion with the County Manager and the Management Team.  Ms. Martin will speak to County Officials again in relation to this matter.
From Cllr. Padraig McKenny
“That there be an ‘Open Day’ at Ardee Castle where members of the public can visit the Castle and see the work that has been done on it.”

Ms. Joan Martin told Cllr. McKenny that this suggestion had been referred to the Chief Fire Officer who felt that any issues surrounding the absence of a Fire Certificate for the top floor of the building could be resolved in the same way as on previous occasions when the Castle had been used for events.  Ms Martin will liaise with the Town Clerk to organise an open day in the near future – probably during the Summer Season.
MINUTE 16/08

Notices of Questions

From Cllr. Niall Carberry
“Are there any plans to re-instate the picnic area at the bus stop at the end of Rathgory and could one of the new litter bins be put in this area also.”

Cllr. Carberry was happy with the response provided.
From Cllr. Padraig McKenny
“What is the Council policy on ramps in Housing Estates?  The ramps on Hale St. are to facilitate children crossing at schools and could not be considered as a serious attempt at traffic calming.”

Cllr. McKenny was not happy with the response provided but Mrs. Martin explained again that the use of traffic calming was still at a “pilot” stage in the county and would be reviewed again by the Infrastructure SPC when all the pilot schemes are in place.
From Cllr. Padraig McKenny

“What funding is available from the Council to help fund the St. Patricks Day Parade in Ardee.”

Cllr. McKenny proposed that Ardee Town Council sponsor prizes for the event to the value of €2,000, seconded by Cllr. Finnan McCoy and agreed.
From Cllr. Jim Tenanty
“That Louth County Council look into implementing Litter Law in connection with soiling of roads by Construction Companies, Farmers, & Individuals with muck and rubble.”

Ms. Joan Martin told Cllr. Tenanty that there is Roads Legislation to pursue this issue and she will check out the position for the next meeting.

From Cllr. Jim Tenanty
“Can the Public Car Park beside the Clinic and Day Care Centre be lit up as it is a dark spot in the town and leads to anti-social behaviour in the area.

Mr. Paul Gallagher will get an estimate for this work.
MINUTE 17/08

Correspondence

· ATC Annual financial Statement – Dated 31st December 2006

The Ardee Town Council Annual Financial Statement for year ended 31st December 2006 was approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Fintan Malone, seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny.

· AMAI – Dated 28th February2008 
Cllr. Finnan McCoy will attend this conference as a delegate and it was proposed that Cllr. Tom Minogue also attend.

Correspondence was acknowledged from:

· Ardee Educate Together N.S. seeking financial support from Ardee Town Council  to erect a Flag Pole to raise the schools first Green Flag in May.  Unanimous support from Councillors.
MINUTE 18/08
Any Other Business

· Playground – Cllr. Finnan McCoy asked when the swings would be replaced in the Playground at the Fairgreen.  Mr. Paul Gallagher informed Cllr. McCoy that new swings have been ordered.
· Parking on the Dundalk Road. – Cllr. Padraig McKenny suggested a parking area be developed along the footpath on the Dundalk Rd.  Mr. Paul Gallagher will investigate.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
