Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street on Wednesday 9th January 2008 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Fintan Malone
Other Members:
Councillors Niall Carberry, Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick, Tom Minogue, Finnan McCoy, Fionnan McCoy, Jim Tenanty, Seamus Gaffney.



Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Director of Service



Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk



-------------------------------

MINUTE 01/08
Matters Arising
Cllr. Finnan McCoy raised the issue of a barrier being erected at Boat Trench.  It was proposed that Cllr. McCoy attends the next Residents Association meeting.
A vote of sympathy was proposed by Cllr. P. McKenny to the Chairman, Fintan Malone on the death of his Mother in Law.  Cllr. Fintan Malone and Cllr. Finnan McCoy  proposed votes of sympathy respectively to the families of Mr. Paul Taaffe and Mr. Joe Smyth on the deaths of the Louth County Council Employees over the last number of weeks.  All Councillors to be associated with these votes of sympathy.

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 12th December 2007 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Padraig McKenny, seconded by Cllr. Niall Carberry.

MINUTE 02/08
Proposed Variation of Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2003-2009
Mr. Joe McGuinness suggested the deadline for submissions to this proposed variation be extended for two weeks.
MINUTE 03/08
Notice of Motion – Clonmel Borough Council
Cllr. Padraig McKenny raised issue with this motion in relation to the availability of disabled bays during the use of clamps.  Cllr. McKenny is in favour of the increased fines referred to in this motion.  This motion was not advocated by Members on the proposal of Cllr. Padraig McKenny seconded by Cllr. Niall Carberry.
MINUTE 04/08
Any Other Business

· Chuchulainn Bust – Cllr. Fintan Malone presented a bust given to Ardee Town Council by the McGivern Family.  Cllr. Malone proposed this bust be displayed in the new Civic Building with a copy of Stephen McGivern’s book, seconded by Cllr. Finnan McCoy.
· Riverside Walk – Cllr. Padraig McKenny and Cllr. Finnan McCoy raised concerns about the safety of Riverside Walk.  Mr. Joe McGuinness asked that this issue be formally tabled by Councillors to allow a response to be issued.
· Ardee Castle – Cllr. Padraig McKenny spoke of how Ardee Castle is underutilised and would like to see Ardee Town Council lead the charge in getting the Castle as a public amenity for Ardee.  Mr. Joe McGuinness suggested Cllr. McKenny put a formal motion forward on this matter.
· Speed Ramps – Cllr. Padraig McKenny queried the county policy on speed ramps.  Mr. Joe McGuinness asked that this issue be formally tabled to allow a response to be issued. 
· Energy Saver Bulbs – Cllr. Leonard Hatrick proposed a letter be sent to Minister John Gormley seeking an extension to the ban on traditional light bulbs.  Mr. Joe McGuinness asked that this be formally tabled.
· Restoration of Powers – Cllr. Seamus Gaffney asked if any powers can be restored from Louth County Council to Ardee Town Council.  Mr. Joe McGuinness asked that this issue be formally tabled to allow a response to be issued.

· Christmas Lighting – Cllr. Niall Carberry congratulated the Ardee Traders Association on the work they undertook in erecting the Christmas Lighting.  All councillor to be associated with this vote of congratulations.
· Lamp posts – Cllr. Finnan McCoy queried why a costing for lamp posts in the town had not as yet been received.
· Ardee Castle Lighting – Cllr. Finnan McCoy spoke of ongoing problems with lighting at Ardee Castle.  Mr. Joe McGuinness explained that as there was no formal motions/questions submitted for the Engineer he was not in attendance at the meeting.
· AOB – Councillors spoke of the need for AOB to remain on the Ardee Town Council agenda.  Cllr. Fintan Malone said that AOB would be raised at the Chairman’s discretion. Mr. Joe McGuinness said that any urgent items can be raised on the night by suspending standing orders.
· Electoral Areas – Cllr. Jim Tenanty asked if Electoral Areas are to change.  Mr. Joe McGuinness confirmed that Dail Boundaries have changed.  Cllr. Tenanty feels it is important to bring the Poling Scheme to Council mid year.
· Ferdia Plastics – Cllr. Jim Tenanty offered condolences to employees within Ferdia Plastics who are to lose their jobs with the close of the business.
· Special Block Grant – Mr. Joe McGuinness informed Councillors of a special block grant being offered for footpath development and asked them to contact the Area Engineer with a view to developing a prioritised list for development.
· Directorate Change – Mr. Joe McGuinness informed Councillors of changes in Louth County Council at Directorate level.  As of Monday 14th Jan 2008 Ms. Joan Martin will be responsible for Ardee Town Council in his place.
· New York Visit – Cllr. Jim Tenanty enquired if the invite to NewYork is open for St. Paticks Day 2008.  Mr. Joe McGuinness confirmed the invite is still open.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
