Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street on Wednesday 13th February 2008 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Fintan Malone
Other Members:
Councillors Niall Carberry, Leonard Hatrick, Tom Minogue, Finnan McCoy, Fionnan McCoy, Jim Tenanty, Seamus Gaffney.
Apologies:
Councillor Padraig McKenny



Officials:

Joan Martin, Director of Service






Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer




Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk



-------------------------------

MINUTE 05/08
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th January 2008 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Finnan McCoy, seconded by Cllr. Leonard Hatrick.

MINUTE 06/08
Vote of Congratulations
Cllr. Fintan Malone passed a vote of congratulation to the Convent of Mercy who have been in Ardee to 100 years.  All Councillors praised the work of the Convent of Mercy in Ardee.  Joan Martin suggested a presentation be made to them on behalf of Ardee Town which was proposed by Cllr. Finnan McCoy, seconded by Cllr. Fintan Malone.
MINUTE 07/08
Notice of Motion – From Other Councils

From Passage West Town Council & Portlaoise Town Council
Support of both motions were proposed by Cllr. Jim Tenanty, seconded by Cllr. Leonard Hatrick.  A discussion followed whereby it was determined a Government Circular was sent to all Councils which states an obligation to charge schools for Water.
MINUTE 08/08
Notices of Motions

From Cllr. Padraig McKenny
“What is the County Policy on Ramps and where is it possible to place ramps within the town of Ardee”

Councillors expressed satisfaction with the response but expressed concern about the effect of current traffic calming measures at Stoneylane and Sliabh Breagh.
From Cllr. Seamus Gaffney
“That Ardee Town Council write to Louth County Council enquiring what, if any, powers they would be willing to restore to Ardee Town Council (Public Lighting, Administration of Ardee Castle, Footpaths, etc)  Propose Ardee Town Council act as agents of Louth County Council for specified areas.”
Cllr. Gaffney and Joan Martin discussed the motion.  Issues were highlighted in relation to staffing and Cllr. Gaffney expressed his view that Local Government should not be centralised.   
From Cllr. Leonard Hatrick
“That Ardee Town Council write to the Environment Minister John Gormley seeking an extension to the proposed ban on use of traditional light bulbs until all light fittings are compatible with new energy efficient bulbs.”
Cllr. Leonard Hatrick proposed Ardee Town Council write to Minister John Gormley, seconded Cllr. Jim Tenanty.
From Cllr. Jim Tenanty

“That Ardee Town Council look into providing facilities for the 12 to 16 year olds in Ardee, ie. All Weather facilities in the Fairgreen.”

Cllr. Jim Tenanty welcomed the response. Joan Martin will raise the issue of supervision of the facility with Noel Redmond.

From Cllr. Jim Tenanty

“Pay-Parking : Can all day parking be provided for workers and public transport patrons.”

Cllr. Jim Tenanty spoke to a representative from Louth County Council in relation to the matter and is happy that work is ongoing to resolve the issue.
From Cllr. Jim Tenanty

“That Aredee town Council seek the support of all Local Authorities in advocating the principal of Presumed Consent with regard to Organ Donor Policy.  International experience has proven that were there is a notified presumed consent at 18 years of age with tan opt out clause available, donor availability has lessened and in some cases removed transplant waiting lists.”

Cllr. Jim Tenanty proposed Ardee Town Council write to all Local Authorities in relation to the above, seconded Cllr. Finnan McCoy.

MINUTE 09/08

Notices of Questions

From Cllr. Padraig McKenny
“What are Louth county Councils’ plans for the future of Ardee Castle and what involvement do they see Ardee Town Council having in the running of Ardee Castle.”

Louth County Council would like to employ a consultant to outline and highlight possibilities for Ardee Castle.  Joan Martin said that the issues raised by the Council will be kept under consideration.
From Cllr. Jim Tenanty

“When will new bins provided be installed.”

Cllr. Jim Tenanty was happy with the response provided. 
MINUTE 10/08

Correspondence

The letters received from Special Olympics Ireland, the Dept. of Environment, Heritage & Local Government and the Dunleer Community Development Board were noted by the members.  Cllr. Jim Tenanty asked Councillors to make an effort to attend the public meeting of members of the Dunleer Community Development Board.

Correspondence was acknowledged from:

· Boat Trench Residents Association – re. traffic-calming.  Details will be referred to the Roads Section of Louth County Council

· Bradley’s Pharmacy –  Petition from local traders in relation to long term parking in Ardee.  Details will be referred to the Roads Section of Louth County Council
· Interfaith Peace Walk – Acknowledgment of support from Ardee Town Council

MINUTE 11/08
Any Other Business

· Dog Litter – Cllr. Leonard Hatrick raised the issue of dog litter in public places.  This needs to be reported to the Dog Warden.
· Water Quality Report – Cllr. Fintan Malone expressed concern over water quality.  Joan Martin will have a Water Quality Report for the next meeting.
· Boundary Changes – Cllr. Fintan Malone queried the position on boundary changes in the area.  Joan Martin will refer to Collette Moss and revert back.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
