Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 9th April 2008 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Fintan Malone
Other Members:
Councillors Leonard Hatrick, Tom Minogue, Finnan McCoy, Fionnan McCoy,  Seamus Gaffney, Niall Carberry.
Apologies:
Councillors Jim Tenanty, Niall Carberry




Officials:

Joan Martin, Director of Service






Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer




Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk

In Attendance:
Mr. Paul McCormack, Oriel 2012



Mr. Noel Redmond, Louth County Council
-------------------------------

MINUTE 19/08
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2008 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Tom Minogue, seconded by Cllr. Leonard Hatrick.

Matters Arising
Cllr. Leonard Hatrick sought clarification on muck on roads referred to in Minute 16/08.  Ms. Joan Martin outlined legislation currently in place to deal with this issue and it was agreed that Ardee Town Council would write to the IFA asking them to remind their members to take care.

Cllr. Seamus Gaffney sought the estimate for lighting referred to in minute 16/08.  Mr. Paul Gallagher responded and informed Councillors that ESB are not currently in the area and an estimate will be brought to Council when ESB are available.  Mr. Gallagher advised that work on lighting is ongoing.  Cllr. Padraig McKenny proposed that Ardee Town Council write to ESB Networks seeking clarification that they carry out this work, seconded Cllr. Leonard Hatrick.
MINUTE 20/08
Oriel 2012 - Presentation
Mr. Paul McCormack gave a presentation of Oriel 2012.  Mr. McCormack sought continued support from Ardee Town Council.  Councillors congratulated Mr. McCormack on the success to date of the Oriel 2012 project.

MINUTE 21/08
Notice of Motion – From Other Councils

Mullingar Town Council – No matters arising.
MINUTE 22/08

Correspondence

· NALA Advanced Conference Notice – No matters arising

· CEC Information & Training Seminar – No matters arising

· Tidy Towns Real Heroes Nomination – It was unanimously proposed that Mr. Brendan Matthews be nominated as a Tidy Towns Real Hero.
MINUTE 23/08
Any Other Business

· Hospital – Cllr. Padraig McKenny expressed his disappointment and shock at the consultants recommendation that the new hospital be sited in Navan.  Cllr. McKenny highlighted that people travelling from Monaghan come through Ardee in order to get to Navan.  
Cllr. Finnan McCoy, Cllr. Leonard Hatrick and Cllr. Seamus Gaffney agreed with Cllr. McKenny. Cllr. Gaffney added that Ardee is within 1 hour of a huge area of the North East Region.  

Cllr. Fintan Malone told councillors that we need to wait for the official report for facts.  The report was leaked to the media and is not currently factual.   
Cllr. Tom Minogue expressed disappointment that all the work local people put into the Ardee proposal counted for nothing.  

Cllr. Padraig McKenny proposed Ardee Town Council seek a meeting with the HSE and the Minister for Health or her representative to discuss the matter, seconded Cllr. Seamus Gaffney.

· Doctor on Call – Cllr. Fintan Malone proposed Ardee Town Council write to the HSE for clarification on the procedures and criteria currently in place to prompt a call out from the Doctor on Call, seconded Cllr. Seamus Gaffney.
· Pay Parking – Cllr. Padraig McKenny referred to Minute 15/08 and sought an update.  Ms. Joan Martin told Councillors that there is very little precedence for duties being delegated under this particular area of the Roads Act 1993.  Ms. Martin expressed that this is much more a legislative issue and should be raised with Government at a National level in relation to delegation of powers. 
Cllr. McKenny said Councillors are democratically elected by the people of Ardee and therefore should have powers to assist them.  Cllr. McKenny feels it would make sense for the administration of Pay Parking to be delegated to Ardee Town Council.  
Cllr. Finnan McCoy suggested if change is sought Councillors should write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the County Manager and Louth County Councillors.  Cllr. McKenny asked Cllr. McCoy if he would be prepared to raise the issue at County Council.  Cllr. McCoy would not be willing to raise the issue without first viewing figures in relation to the matter.

Cllr. Seamus Gaffney asked if any response had been received in relation to a query put to Louth County Council in November 2006.  Town Clerk, Mairead Duffy asked for clarification of the minute in question which Cllr. Gaffney agreed to forward to Ms. Duffy at which point it will be followed up.
· St. Patrick’s Day Parade – Cllr. Fintan Malone congratulated the St. Patrick’s Day Committee on a successful festival.  Cllr. Malone thanked the New York Louth Society for their invitation to the New York Parade and their hospitality.  Cllr. Padraig McKenny thanked Ardee Town Council for their support and sponsorship of prizes for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
· Town Improvement Works – Town Clerk, Ms. Mairead Duffy sought proposals for the allocation of € 20,000 set aside in the Annual Budget 2008 for Town Improvement Works.  Ms. Duffy asked that proposal be forwarded to her prior to the May 2008 Council Meeting to enable estimates be put together and a programme of works be proposed as works must be completed before November 2008.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
